
  

 

 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  8:00 & 10:30 
Sun. School/Bible Study 9:15 am 
                

     Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

 

December 19, 2021  

Fourth Sunday in Advent- Divine Service IV 
 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
 

HYMN #350: “Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come” Text and music: Public domain 

1. Come, Thou precious Ransom, come, Only hope for sinful mortals! 

Come, O Savior of the world! Open are to Thee all portals. 

Come, Thy beauty let us see; Anxiously we wait for Thee. 
 

2. Enter now my waiting heart, Glorious King and Lord most holy. 

Dwell in me and ne'er depart, Though I am but poor and lowly. 

Ah, what riches will be mine When Thou art my guest divine! 
 

3. My hosannas and my palms Graciously receive, I pray Thee; 

Evermore, as best I can, Savior, I will homage pay Thee, 

And in faith I will embrace, Lord, Thy merit through Thy grace. 
 

4. Hail! Hosanna, David's Son! Jesus, hear our supplication! 

Let Thy kingdom, scepter, crown, Bring us blessing and salvation, 

That forever we may sing: Hail! Hosanna to our King. 

 
 

INVOCATION (pg. 203) 
 

CONFESSION/ABSOLUTION (pg. 203) 
 

INTROIT 

P: You heavens above, rain down righteousness; let the clouds shower it down. 

C: Let the earth open wide, let salvation spring up. 

P: The heavens declare the glory of God; 

C: the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 

P: In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun, 

C: which is like a bridegroom coming forth from his pavilion, like a 

champion rejoicing to run his course. 

P: It rises at one end of the heavens and makes its circuit to the other; 

C: nothing is hidden from its heat. 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning, 
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C: is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P: You heavens above, rain down righteousness; let the clouds shower it down. 

C: Let the earth open wide, let salvation spring up. 
 

KYRIE (pg.204) 

 

HYMN: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

O come, O Come, Emmanuel. And ransom captive Israel.  

That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

SALUTATION (pg. 205) 
 

COLLECT 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come among us with great might; and because 

we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily  

help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS……………………….Micah 5:2-5a, Hebrews 10:5-10 
 

ALLELUIA (pg. 205) 

GOSPEL LESSON…………………………………………….…...Luke 1:39-45 
 

THE NICENE CREED (pg. 206) 
 

HYMN #357 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (Verses 1-3) Text and music: Public domain 

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear. 
 

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

2. O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, Who ord'rest all things mightily; 

To us the path of knowledge show, And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain 
 

3. O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, Who to Thy tribes on Sinai's height 

In ancient times didst give the Law In cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain 

 

SERMON: “The Right Direction” (Luke 1:43) 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 
 

OFFERING 
 

THE PREFACE/ THE SANCTUS (pg.208) 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (pg. 209) 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (pg. 209) 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION/PAX DOMINI (pg. 209) 
 

AGNUS DEI (pg.210) 

Communion Note: 
 

The outer ring of 

each communion 
tray holds one 

colored cup with a 

very small amount 
of wine and a 

colored cup of 

white non-alcoholic 

wine. 



  

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  

#352: “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord” Text and music: Public domain 

1. Let the earth now praise the Lord, Who has truly kept His word 

And at last to us did send Christ, the sinner's help and friend. 
 

2. What the fathers most desired, What the prophets' heart inspired, 

What they longed for many a year, Stands fulfilled in glory here. 
 

3. Abram's promised great reward, Zion's helper, Jacob's Lord-- 

Him of twofold race behold-- Truly came, as long foretold. 
 

4. As Your coming was in peace, Quiet, full of gentleness, 

Let the same mind dwell in me Which is Yours eternally. 
 

5. Bruise for me the serpent's head That, set free from doubt and dread, 

I may cling to You in faith, Safely kept through life and death. 
 

6. Then when You will come again As the glorious king to reign, 

I with joy will see Your face, Freely ransomed by Your grace. 

 

#332: “Savior of the Nations, Come” Text (sts. 1-2) and tune: Public domain; (sts. 4-5,8) Copyright 

1978 Concordia Publishing House; Text (sts. 3, 6-7) and setting: Copyright 2006 Concordia Publishing House; used by 

permission CCLI #643019 

 

1. Savior of the nations, come, Virgin's Son, make here Your home! 

Marvel now, O heav'n and earth, That the Lord chose such a birth. 
 

2. Not by human flesh and blood, By the Spirit of our God, 

Was the Word of God made flesh -- Woman's offspring pure and fresh. 
 

3. Here a maid was found with child, yet remained a virgin mild. 

In her womb this truth was shown: God was there upon His throne. 
 

4. Then stepped forth the Lord of all From His pure and kingly hall; 

God of God, yet fully man, His heroic course began. 
 

5. God the Father was His source, Back to God He ran His course. 

Into hell His road went down, Back then to His throne and crown. 
 

6. For You are the Father’s Son Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make whole All our ills of flesh and soul. 
 

7. From the manger newborn light Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; In this light faith now abides. 
 

8. Glory to the Father sing, Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be now and through eternity. 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS (pg.211) 

COLLECT/ BENEDICTION (pg. 212) 
 

HYMN #357 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (Verses 4-7) Text and music: Public domain 

4. O come, Thou Branch of Jesse's tree, Free them from Satan's tyranny 



  

That trust Thy mighty pow'r to save, And give them vict'ry o'er the grave. Refrain 
 

5. O come, Thou Key of David, come, And open wide our heav'nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, And close the path to misery. Refrain 
 

6. O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death's dark shadows put to flight. 

Refrain 
 

7. O come, Desire of nations, bind In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/POSTLUDE 

+ + + 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

1. POINSETTIA-PLEASE plan to take your donated poinsettia home 

immediately after Christmas. Protective sleeves are available in the closet in the 

entry. Thank you. 

 

2. CHRISTMAS CAROLING! Volunteers from our congregation of ALL 

AGES are invited to join together and bring a bit of joy to our local shut-ins 

TODAY Sunday, Dec. 19 from 4:30-appr. 5:30 p.m. We will meet at church and 

car pool to homes in the Lester Prairie area. We can sing for anyone, member or 

non-member, who needs the uplifting message of Christmas from friends. We will 

return to church for hot chocolate and home-made goodies which anyone can 

bring to share with our group. Please plan to join us!! 

 

3. ENVELOPES AVAILABLE- Offering envelopes for 2022 are available near 

the East Entry door. Please do not use these envelopes until January 1st, 2022. If 

you are able to, please grab the envelopes for your friends and family members. 

 

4. USHERS NEEDED- Ushers are needed for the Christmas Eve/Day Services. 

If you are able to help, please sign up on the desk in the Upper Narthex. You do 

not need to be a current usher in order to sign-up. 

 

5. CHURCH COUNCIL- NEEDED! Church members, to run for the following 

positions for our Church Council: Board of Education and Vice Chair. No 

experience needed! Only a willingness to serve the Lord and help fulfill our 

church's mission statement to "Reach Out and Share the Love of Christ Through 

MEMORY VERSE: 
Luke 1:32 ~ “He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David” 
 
 

 

 

 

 
CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



  

Word and Service!" Please contact the Church office or Vice Chairman Larry 

Hoof (395-2604) if you would be interested in any of the positions. 

 

6. DEBT REDUCTION-The council would like to thank you for your 

continued financial support during these challenging times. We have been able to 

make all of our current expenses each month! At one point, we were also able to 

re-pay $5,000 of the $10,000 that we borrowed from our building fund. At the 

October council meeting, it was discussed how we could proceed to pay off the 

remaining balance of the loan. At this point in time, we would encourage anyone 

who feels that they have the ability to give an additional gift toward this debt 

would to do so, but we would ask that it would not come at the expense of your 

regular giving. Again, thank you for your consistent financial support of our 

congregation. In Christ, Fred Holasek, Chairman. If you would like to donate, 

please place your gift in an envelope marked "Debt Reduction" and place it in the 

offering plate. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

Sun. Dec. 19th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

4:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Sunday School Christmas Party 

Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Christmas Caroling 

Mon. Dec. 20th Noon Deadline for Lamplighter 

Release Time Classes 

Tues. Dec. 21st   Release Time Classes 

Wed. Dec. 22nd   Noon 

3:05 p.m. 

 

Deadline for Bulletin 

6th Grade Release Time Class 

Confirmation Classes 

Thurs. Dec. 23rd  Admin. Assistant Amanda out of Office 

Fri. Dec. 24th  

5:00 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

Church Offices Closed 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 

Sat. Dec. 25th 9:00 a.m. CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE WITH 

COMMUNION 

Sun. Dec. 26th 9:00 a.m. WORSHIP SERVICE (ONE 

SERVICE ONLY) 

No Sunday School/Bible Study 

+ A memorial for LaVonne Kuntz was received in the amount of $10.00 for 
the Sandwich Ministry. 
+ A memorial for Don Wellnitz was received in the amount of $100.00 for the 
Organ Fund. 


