
  

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  8:00 & 10:30 am 

Bible Study/Sunday School: 9:15 am 
 

 Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

 December 12, 2021 

Third Sunday in Advent 
 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
 

HYMN #343: “Prepare the Royal Highway” Text copyright 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, Tune: 

Public domain; used by permission CCLI #643019 
1. Prepare the royal highway; The King of kings is near!  

Let ev’ry hill and valley A level road appear! 

Then greet the King of Glory Foretold in sacred story: 
 

Refrain: Hosanna to the Lord, For He fulfills God’s Word! 
 

2. God’s people, see Him coming: Your own eternal king! 

Palm branches strew before Him! Spread garments! Shout and sing! 

God’s promise will not fail you! No more shall doubt assail you! Refrain 
 

3. Then fling the gates wide open To greet your promised king! 

Your king, yet ev’ry nation Its tribute too should bring. 

All lands, bow down before Him! All nations, now adore Him! Refrain 
 

4. His is no earthly kingdom; It comes from heav’n above. 

His rule is peace and freedom And justice, truth, and love. 

So let your praise be sounding For kindness so abounding: Refrain 
 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

CONFESSION 

P: What is Confession? 

C: Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that 

we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God 

Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven 

before God in Heaven. 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto you that 

we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against you by thought, 

word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy, seeking and 

imploring your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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C: O Most merciful God, who has given your only begotten Son to die for us, 

have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins, and by 

the Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of you and of your will and true 

obedience to your Word, to the end that by your grace we may come to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION 

P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake 

forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of the Word I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 
 

INTROIT 

P: Show us your unfailing love, O Lord, 

C: and grant us your salvation. 

P: I will listen to what God the Lord will say; 

C: he promises peace to his people, his saints-but let them not return to folly. 

P: Surely his salvation is near those who fear him, 

C: that his glory may dwell in our land. 

P: The Lord will indeed give what is good, 

C: and our land will yield its harvest. 

P: Righteousness goes before him 

C: and prepares the way for his steps. 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning, 

C: is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P: Show us your unfailing love, O Lord, 

C: and grant us your salvation. 

 

HYMN: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

O come, O Come, Emmanuel. And ransom captive Israel.  

That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

COLLECT 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray… 

Almighty God, through John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, your 

once proclaimed salvation; now grant that we may know the salvation 

and serve you in holiness and righteousness all the days of our lives; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS………………….Zephaniah 3:14-20, Philippians 4:4-7 

 



  

GOSPEL LESSON…………………………………………...Luke 7:18-28 

 
THE CREED: The Second Article and Explanation 

All: And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose 

again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

P: What does this mean? 

C: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, 

and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed 

me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from 

death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His 

holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be 

His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting 

righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, 

lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true. 
 

HYMN #341: “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” Text and music: Public domain 
 

1. Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! Behold, the King of glory waits. 

The King of kings is drawing near; The Savior of the world is here. 

Life and salvation He doth bring; Therefore rejoice and gladly sing. 

To God the Father raise Your joyful songs of praise. 
 

2. A righteous Helper comes to thee; His chariot is humility, 

His kingly crown is holiness, His scepter, pity in distress. 

The end of all our woe He brings; Therefore the earth is glad and sings. 

To Christ the Savior raise Your grateful hymns of praise. 
 

3. How blest the land, the city blest, Where Christ the ruler is confessed! 

O peaceful hearts and happy homes To whom this King in triumph comes! 

The cloudless sun of joy is He Who comes to set His people free. 

To God the Spirit raise Your happy shouts of praise. 
 

4. Fling wide the portals of your heart; Make it a temple set apart 

From earthly use for heav'n's employ, Adorned with prayer and love and joy. 

So shall your Sov'reign enter in And new and nobler life begin. 

To God alone be praise For word and deed and grace! 
 

5. Redeemer, come and open wide My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide! 

O enter with Thy grace divine; Thy face of mercy on me shine. 

Thy Holy Spirit guide us on Until our glorious goal is won. 

Eternal praise and fame We offer to Thy name. 

 

SERMON: “A Reasonable and Gentle Spirit” (Philippians 4:5)  
 

OFFERING 
 



  

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (back cover of Lutheran Service Book) 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

CLOSING HYMN #349: “Hark the Glad Sound” Text and music: Public domain 
 

1 Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, The Savior promised long; 

Let ev'ry heart prepare a throne And ev'ry voice a song. 
 

2 He comes the pris'ners to release, In Satan's bondage held. 

The gates of brass before Him burst, The iron fetters yield. 
 

3 He comes the broken heart to bind, The bleeding soul to cure, 

And with the treasures of His grace To enrich the humble poor. 
 

4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, Thy welcome shall proclaim, 

And heav'n's eternal arches ring With Thy beloved name. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/POSTLUDE 
+ + + 

 

 
 

 

1. HELP NEEDED- Stage Take-down will be Saturday, Dec. 18, at 8:00 a.m.  

Thank you to the volunteers who help us! 

 

2. CHRISTMAS CAROLING! Volunteers from our congregation of ALL 

AGES are invited to join together and bring a bit of joy to our local shut-ins on 

Sunday, Dec. 19 from 4:30-appr. 5:30 p.m. We will meet at church and car pool 

to homes in the Lester Prairie area. We need a list of places to visit! Please give 

your suggestions to Jane Holasek (320-224-1742). We can sing for anyone, 

member or non-member, who needs the uplifting message of Christmas from 

friends. We will return to church for hot chocolate and home-made goodies which 

anyone can bring to share with our group. Please plan to join us!! 

 

3. ENVELOPES AVAILABLE- Offering envelopes for 2022 are available near 

the East Entry door. Please do not use these envelopes until January 1st, 2022. If 

you are able to, please grab the envelopes for your friends and family members. 

 

4. USHERS NEEDED- Ushers are needed for the Christmas Eve/Day Services. 

If you are able to help, please sign up on the desk in the Upper Narthex. You do 

not need to be a current usher in order to sign-up. 

 

5. SANDWICH MINISTRY- This month’s date is December 16, 8:30 am.  

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



  

Sandwich Making events take place the third Thursday of every month at 8:30 

AM. Everyone is welcome to help with this servant event. We can use donations 

to fund this ministry in 2022! Please consider a year-end gift to feed the hungry. 

Thank you! Donations may be sent to the church office or given to Jane Holasek. 

  9.  
 

6. KFC/ACT YOUTH GROUP CHRISTMAS PARTY will be held on Sunday, 

December 12th at 6:30 pm at church.  This is for students in 5th –12th grade.  

Friends are welcome! 

 

 

7. MISSION-December Mission Projects are Central American Lutheran Mission 

Society (C.A.L.M.S.) and Food for Kids. Donations for these worthy 

organizations can be made using the box in the upper narthex. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

Sun. Dec. 12th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

 

6:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS 

PROGRAM 

Youth Group Christmas Party (Grades 

5-12) 

Mon. Dec. 13th  

8:00 p.m. 

Release Time Classes 

Council Meeting 

Tues. Dec. 14th  Release Time Classes 

Wed. Dec. 15th  Noon 

3:05 p.m. 

 

6:45 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

Deadline for Bulletin 

6th Grade Release Time Class 

Confirmation Classes 

Christmas Carol Sing-Along 

ADVENT SERVICE 

Thurs. Dec. 16th 8:30 a.m. Sandwich Ministry 

Sun. Dec. 19th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

4:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Sunday School Christmas Party 

Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Christmas Caroling 

YOUTH 

LWML 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Luke 1:32 ~ “He will be great and will be called the Son 
of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his father David” 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THANK YOU to the following congregation members who donated poinsettias 

to beautify the church during the Christmas season. 

Debbie Bahr and family in memory of Dave Bahr 

Shirley Baumann and family in memory of Ronnie Baumann 

Amy, Nick and Bethany Bettcher in memory of Joel Bettcher 

Elaine Briesemeister, Don Hoof family, Gary Briesemeister, Jerome Herrmann family in 

memory of Vernon Briesemeister and Scott Briesemeister 

Carol Bruckschen in memory of Heigl and Bruckschen families 

Francis Burch in memory of LaVonne Burch 

Doris and Chester Dammann in memory of Tricia Kay Dammann 

Lyle Dibb in memory of Michael Dibb and parents Earl and Sylvia 

Shirley Dibb in memory of Wally Dibb 

Phyllis and Brad Ernst family in memory of Charles and Terry Ernst 

Sandy Fiecke, Matt Kutz and family, and Nick Fiecke and family in memory of Larry 

Kutz, Mellissa Fiecke 

Dennis Heldt and family in memory of Carol Heldt 

Dave and Rita Hoernemann in memory of Karl and Helma Hoernemann  

Andy & Casey Hoernemann family, Amanda & Joe Streufert family, Matt & Heather 

Hoernemann family and Paul & Janelle Kampe family in memory of Keith Peterson 

Matt & Heather Hoernemann family, Paul & Janelle Kampe family, Andy & Casey 

Hoernemann family and Amanda & Joe Streufert family in memory of Bev Bertelson 

(Hoernemann) 

Larry and Jeanette Hoof family in memory of Daryl Hoof 

Larry Hoof family, Don Hoof family and Jim Hoof family in memory of Ray and Ruth 

Hoof  

Yvonne Jerde in memory of Clifford, Kevin and Elizabeth Jerde, Lorence and Edna 

Schubert 

Hillard Klaustermeier in memory of Marlys Klaustermeier 

Maggie and Blake Klaustermeier in memory of Grandma Marlys Klaustermeier 

Advent and Christmas Schedule 
December 15th:  6:45 PM Christmas Carol Sing-Along 
        7:00 PM Advent Service 
December 24th: Church Offices Closed 
December 24th: 5:00 PM Christmas Eve Service 
December 24th: 7:00 PM Christmas Eve Service 
December 25th: 9:00 AM Service with Communion 
December 26th: 9:00 AM (One Service Only) 
December 31st:  5:00 PM Service with Communion 
December 31st:  Church Offices Closed 



  

Dorothy Klobe in memory of family and to beautify the church 

Audrey Litzau in memory of Donald Litzau 

Audrey Litzau to beautify the church 

Kori Machemehl in memory of Uncles, Aunts and family 

Ralph & Donna Machemehl in thanksgiving for family 

Dale and Linda Mensing in memory of Nathan Mensing and our parents 

Meyer family in memory of Carol & Carl Klaustermeier 

Monroe family in memory of DeRoyce Monroe 

Lynn & Bonnie Mueller in memory of departed loved ones 

Barb Parpart family in memory of Willie Parpart 

Barb Parpart and Chuck Thiel in memory of Al, Erna and Jeremy Thiel 

Lesley Parpart family (2) in memory of Robert and Anna Parpart 

Family of Erland Raduenz in memory of Erland Raduenz 

The Ruschmeyer family in memory of DeLloyd Dreier 

Raymond, Becky, Paul, Les and Mark in memory of parents Clarence and Betty Schwartz 

Raymond, Becky, Les and Mark in memory of brother Paul Schwartz 

Della Van Stender and family in memory of Norman Stender 

John Teubert in memory of our parents and our daughter Shelly 

John Teubert in thanksgiving for Ryder, and our 57th Anniversary 

Norman Venske in memory of LaVon Venske 

Children of Lila Winter in memory of Lila Winter 

 
 


