
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  8:00 and 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School/Bible Study: 9:15 am 

                
Church Staff: 

Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

December 5, 2021 ~ Second Sunday in Advent 

Holy Communion 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME 
 

HYMN #344: “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” Text and music: Public domain 

1 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry Announces that the Lord is nigh; 

Awake and hearken, for he brings Glad tidings of the King of kings! 
 

2 Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin; Make straight the way for God within, 

And let us all our hearts prepare For Christ to come and enter there. 
 

3 We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord, Our refuge and our great reward; 

Without Thy grace we waste away Like flow'rs that wither and decay. 
 

4 Lay on the sick Thy healing hand And make the fallen strong to stand; 

Show us the glory of Thy face Till beauty springs in ev'ry place. 
 

5 All praise, eternal Son, to Thee Whose advent sets Thy people free. 

Whom with the Father we adore And Holy Spirit evermore. 
 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, 

C: O Lord, who could stand? 

P: But with you there is forgiveness 

C: therefore you are feared. 

P: O Almighty God, merciful Father, 

C: I, a poor miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your punishment now 

and forever.  But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, 

and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 

bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Phone: 320-395-2573 

Fax:  320-395-2037 

Web: www.stpaullp.org 

Email: stpaulslp@embarqmail.com 



INTROIT 

P: Restore us, O God; 

C: make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved. 

P: Hear us, O shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock; 

C: you who sit enthroned between the cherubim. 

P: You brought a vine out of Egypt; 

C: and took root and filled the land.  

P: Restore us, O God Almighty; 

C: make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved. 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning,  

C: is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P: Restore us, O God; 

C: make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved. 

 

HYMN: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

O come, O Come, Emmanuel. And ransom captive Israel.  

That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

COLLECT 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of your only-begotten 

Son that at his second coming we may worship him in purity; who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.      
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS………………………..…………..see back of bulletin 

GOSPEL LESSON…………………………………..……...see back of bulletin 
 

SERMON HYMN #346: When All the World Was Cursed” Text Copyright 1941 Concordia 

Publishing House, Music: Public domain; used by permission CCLI #643019 

1. When all the world was cursed By Moses’ condemnation, 

Saint John the Baptist came With words of consolation. 

With true forerunner’s zeal The greater One he named, 

And Him, as yet unknown, As Savior be proclaimed. 
 

2. Before he yet was born, He leaped in joyful meeting, 

Confessing Him as Lord Whose mother he was greeting. 

By Jordan’s rolling stream, A new Elijah bold, 

He testified of Him Of whom the prophets told: 
 

3. Behold the Lamb of God That bears the world’s transgression, 

Whose sacrifice removes The devil’s dread oppression. 

Behold the Lamb of God, Who takes away our sin, 

Who for our peace and joy Will full atonement win. 
 

4. O grant, dear Lord of love, That we receive, rejoicing, 

The word proclaimed by John, Our true repentance voicing, 

That gladly we may walk Upon our Savior’s way 



Until we live with Him In His eternal day. 

 

SERMON “Line of Defense” (Luke 3:7-9) 
 

THE NICENE CREED (Inside back cover of Lutheran Service Book) 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And 

lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

  

HYMN #347: “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” 

1 "Comfort, comfort ye My people, Speak ye peace," thus saith our God; 

"Comfort those who sit in darkness, Mourning 'neath their sorrows' load. 

Speak ye to Jerusalem Of the peace that waits for them; 

Tell her that her sins I cover And her warfare now is over." 
 

2 Yea, her sins our God will pardon, Blotting out each dark misdeed; 

All that well deserved His anger He no more will see or heed. 

She hath suffered many a day, Now her griefs have passed away; 

God will change her pining sadness Into ever-springing gladness. 
 

3 Hark, the herald's voice is crying In the desert far and near, 

Calling sinners to repentance, Since the Kingdom now is here. 

O that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way; 

Let the valleys rise to meet Him And the hills bow down to greet Him. 
 

4 Make ye straight what long was crooked; Make the rougher places plain. 

Let your hearts be true and humble, As befits His holy reign. 

For the glory of the Lord Now o'er earth is shed abroad, 

And all flesh shall see the token That His Word is never broken. 

 

ADMONITION TO COMMUNICANTS 

P: I exhort you in Christ that you give attention to the Testament of Christ in true 

faith, and above all take to heart the words with which Christ presents his body and 

blood to us for forgiveness; that you take note of and give thanks for the boundless 

love that he showed us when he saved us from the wrath of God, sin, death, and 

hell by his blood; and that you then externally receive the bread and wine, that is, 

his body and blood, as a guarantee and pledge.  Let us then in his name, according 

to his command, and with his own words administer and receive the Testament. 
 

 

CONSECRATION OF ELEMENTS 

DISTRIBUTION  
 



DISTRIBUTION HYMN: #618: “I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table” Text Copyright 1941 

Concordia Publishing House, Music: Public domain; used by permission CCLI #643019 

1. I come, O Savior, to Thy table, For weak and weary is my soul; 

Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able To satisfy and make me whole: 
 

Refrain: Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood Be for my soul the highest good! 
 

2. Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning That sinners may salvation see 

Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning; So I, a sinner, come to Thee. Refrain 
 

3. Unworthy though I am, O Savior, Because I have a sinful heart, 

Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never, For Thou my faithful shepherd art: Refrain 
 

4. Weary am I and heavy laden; With sin my soul is sinful heart, 

Receive me graciously and gladden My heart, for I am now Thy guest.  Refrain 
 

5. What higher gift can we inherit? It is faith’s bond and solid base; 

It is the strength of heart and spirit, The covenant of hope and grace. Refrain 

 

 
+ + +  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

1. COMMUNION-Please note that because the stage is up, Communion will take 

place in the Upper Narthex at the end of service. 

 

2.  ADVENT SERVICES- Advent reminds us that light of God is coming into 

the world.  There is no darkness that is too much for this light.  This light can 

shine a bright ray of hope no matter what situation confronts us.  Join us for our 

midweek Advent services as we explore how God overcame grim and desperate 

situations that his people encountered.  Come and hear that no problem, hardship, 

or challenge is too big for God; nothing is beyond his reach. Advent Services will 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Luke 1:32 ~ “He will be great and will be called the 
Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to 
him the throne of his father David” 

 

Acknowledgment 

+ A memorial for Ron Wischnack was received in the amount of $20.00 for the 

Organ Fund. 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



be held on Wednesdays December 8 and 15. Services will begin at 7:00 p.m., with 

a Christmas Carol-Sing Along beginning at 6:45 p.m. (Please note there will be 

no Soup Suppers prior to Advent services this year). 

 

3. HELP NEEDED- Stage Take-down will be Saturday, Dec. 18, at 8:00 a.m.  

Thank you to the volunteers who help us! 

 

4. CHRISTMAS CAROLING! Volunteers from our congregation of ALL 

AGES are invited to join together and bring a bit of joy to our local shut-ins on 

Sunday, Dec. 19 from 4:30-appr. 5:30 p.m. We will meet at church and car pool 

to homes in the Lester Prairie area. We need a list of places to visit! Please give 

your suggestions to Jane Holasek (320-224-1742). We can sing for anyone, 

member or non-member, who needs the uplifting message of Christmas from 

friends. We will return to church for hot chocolate and home-made goodies which 

anyone can bring to share with our group. Please plan to join us!! 

 

5. ENVELOPES AVAILABLE- Offering envelopes for 2022 are available near 

the East Entry door. Please do not use these envelopes until January 1st, 2022. If 

you are able to, please grab the envelopes for your friends and family members. 

 

6. USHERS NEEDED- Ushers are needed for the Christmas Eve/Day Services. 

If you are able to help, please sign up on the desk in the Upper Narthex. You do 

not need to be a current usher in order to sign-up. 

 

7. DEBT REDUCTION-To the Congregation of St. Paul's Lester Prairie, The 

council would like to thank you for your continued financial support during these 

challenging times. We have been able to make all of our current expenses each 

month! At one point, we were also able to re-pay $5,000 of the $10,000 that we 

borrowed from our building fund. At the October council meeting, it was 

discussed how we could proceed to pay off the remaining balance of the loan. At 

this point in time, we would encourage anyone who feels that they have the ability 

to give an additional gift toward this debt would to do so, but we would ask that it 

would not come at the expense of your regular giving. Again, thank you for your 

consistent financial support of our congregation. In Christ,  Fred Holasek, 

Chairman (If you would like to donate, please place your gift in an envelope 

marked "Debt Reduction" and place it in the offering plate. Thank you!) 

 

8. SANDWICH MINISTRY- This month’s date is December 16, 8:30 am.  

Sandwich Making events take place the third Thursday of every month at 8:30 

AM. Everyone is welcome to help with this servant event. We can use donations 

to fund this ministry in 2022! Please consider a year-end gift to feed the hungry. 

Thank you! Donations may be sent to the church office or given to Jane Holasek. 

  

9. INPUT NEEDED-We have had a request to remove the pews in the balcony 

and replace them with folding chairs to make the space more usable for 

musicians. Also, to accommodate the upgrades in technology, we are considering 

the removal of the first level (bottom step) in order to create more floor space. 

This would also allow the piano to be moved to the other side of the balcony, 



opening up space for the new technology to be placed in the area of the balcony 

near our current sound system. This will be discussed at our December council 

meeting. If you have any input, please contact a council member. 
 

10. UPDATES NEEDED-Does the church office have your most current address 

and/or phone number? If you’ve moved or changed numbers in the last year, 

please let the office know so we can keep our records up to date. You may contact 

Amanda (Administrative Assistant) by calling 320-395-2573 or emailing 

stpaulslp@embarqmail.com, with the correct information.  Please also let us know 

if you have had a change in personal status. 
  
 9.  
 

11. CHRISTMAS PROGRAM- The Sunday School Christmas Program will be 

held on Sunday, December 12th at the 10:30 am service. All practices will take 

place during the Sunday School hour. 

 

12. KFC/ACT YOUTH GROUP CHRISTMAS PARTY will be held on 

Sunday, December 12th at 6:30 pm at church.  This is for students in 5th –12th 

grade.  Friends are welcome! 

 

 

 

13. MEETING- The LWML December monthly meeting will be held at 7:00 

p.m. on Monday, December 6th. The December mission donations are designated 

for CALMS (Central American Lutheran Mission Society) and Food for Kids. 

ALL women of St. Paul: please join us for a Christmas holiday activity, devotion 

and Christian fellowship. This will be our last monthly meeting of 2021! 

 

14. MISSION-December Mission Projects are Central American Lutheran 

Mission Society (C.A.L.M.S.) and Food for Kids. Donations for these worthy 

organizations can be made using the box in the upper narthex. 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

Sun. Dec. 5th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Mon. Dec. 6th  

7:00 p.m. 

Release Time Classes 

LWML Meeting 

Tues. Dec. 7th  Release Time Classes 

Wed. Dec. 8th  Noon 

3:05 p.m. 

 

6:45 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

Deadline for Bulletin 

6th Grade Release Time Class 

Confirmation Classes 

Christmas Carol Sing-Along 

ADVENT SERVICE 

YOUTH 

LWML 



 

 

 

 

 

Sun. Dec. 12th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

 

6:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS 

PROGRAM 

Youth Group Christmas Party (Grades 

5-12) 

Advent and Christmas Schedule 
December 8th:  6:45 PM Christmas Carol Sing-Along 
       7:00 PM Advent Service 
December 12th: 10:30 AM Sunday School Christmas Program 
December 15th:  6:45 PM Christmas Carol Sing-Along 
        7:00 PM Advent Service 
December 24th: Church Offices Closed 
December 24th: 5:00 PM Christmas Eve Service 
December 24th: 7:00 PM Christmas Eve Service 
December 25th: 9:00 AM Service with Communion 
December 26th: 9:00 AM (One Service Only) 
December 31st:  5:00 PM Service with Communion 
December 31st:  Church Offices Closed 


