
  

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  8:00 &10:30 a.m. 
Sun. School: 9:15 a.m. 
  

Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Ellen Schulteis, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Admin. Assistant 

   

November 20, 2022 

Last Sunday of the Church Year ~Holy Communion  
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME 
 

HYMN #516: “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying” Text and tune: Public Domain 

1 "Wake, awake, for night is flying," The watchmen on the heights are crying; 

"Awake, Jerusalem, arise!" Midnight hears the welcome voices 

And at the thrilling cry rejoices; "Oh, where are ye, ye virgins wise? 

The Bridegroom comes, awake! Your lamps with gladness take! Allelujah! 

With bridal care Yourselves prepare To meet the Bridegroom, who is near." 
 

2 Zion hears the watchmen singing, And all her heart with joy is springing; 

She wakes, she rises from her gloom. For her Lord comes down all-glorious, 

The strong in grace, in truth victorious; Her star is ris'n, her light is come. 

Now come, Thou Blessed One, Lord Jesus, God's own Son, Hail! Hosanna! 

We enter all The wedding hall To eat the Supper at Thy call. 
 

3 Now let all the heav'ns adore Thee, Let saints and angels sing before Thee 

With harp and cymbals' clearest tone. Of one pearl each shining portal, 

Where, joining with the choir immortal, We gather round Thy radiant throne. 

No eye has seen the light, No ear has heard the might Of Thy glory; 

Therefore will we Eternally Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee! 

 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.    

C: Amen. 

P: If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, 

C: O Lord, who could stand? 

P: But with you there is forgiveness 

C: therefore you are feared. 

P: O Almighty God, merciful Father, 

C: I, a poor miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your punishment now 

and forever.  But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, 

and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 

bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 
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P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sin in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 
 

INTROIT (read responsively) 

P: We are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, 

C: the home of righteousness. 

P: Show me, O Lord, my life’s end and the number of my days; 

C: let me know how fleeting is my life. 

P: You have made my days a mere handbreadth; the span of my years is as nothing 

before you. 

C: Each man’s life is but a breath. 

P: But now, Lord, what do I look for? 

C: My hope is in you. 

P: Save me from all my transgressions; 

C: do not make me the scorn of fools. 

P: Hear my prayer, O Lord, listen to my cry for help; 

C: be not deaf to my weeping. 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning,  

C: is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P: We are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, 

C: the home of righteousness. 
 

COLLECT 

Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth your Son, we pray, that he may lead home 

his bride, the Church, that we with all the redeemed may enter into your eternal 

kingdom; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS…………………..Malachi 3:13-18, Colossians 1:13-20 

GOSPEL LESSON………………………………………………...Luke 23:27-43 
 

THE NICENE CREED (back cover of LSB) 

HYMN #508: “The Day Is Surely Drawing Near” (Verses 1-4) Text and music: Public 

Domain 
1 The day is surely drawing near When Jesus, God's anointed, 

In all His power shall appear As judge whom God appointed. 

Then fright shall banish idle mirth, And flames on flames shall ravage earth 

As Scripture long has warned us. 
 

2 The final trumpet then shall sound And all the earth be shaken, 

And all who rest beneath the ground Shall from their sleep awaken. 

But all who live will in that hour, By God's almighty, boundless pow'r, 

Be changed at His commanding. 
 

3 The books are opened then to all, A record truly telling 

What each has done, both great and small, When he on earth was dwelling, 



  

And ev'ry heart be clearly seen, And all be known as they have been 

In thoughts and words and actions. 
 

4 Then woe to those who scorned the Lord And sought but carnal pleasures, 

Who here despised His precious Word And loved their earthly treasures! 

With shame and trembling they will stand And at the judge's stern command 

To Satan be delivered. 
 

SERMON “The Crown of Righteousness” (2 Timothy 4:6-8 ESV) 
6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my 

departure has come. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 

kept the faith. 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which 

the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me but 

also to all who have loved his appearing. 
 

OFFERINGS 

PRAYERS 
 

CATECHISM QUESTIONS REVIEWING THE LORD’S SUPPER 

P: What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 

C: It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and 

wine, instituted by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. 

P: What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 

C: These words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” show us 

that in the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life and salvation are given us 

through these words.  For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life 

and salvation. 

P: How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things? 

C: Certainly not just eating and drinking do these things, but the words 

written here: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”  These 

words, along with the bodily eating and drinking, are the main thing in the 

Sacrament.  Whoever believes these words has exactly what they say: 

“forgiveness of sins.” 

P: Who receives this sacrament worthily? 

C: Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training.  But 

that person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words 

“Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”  But anyone who does not 

believe these words or doubts them is unworthy and unprepared, for the words 

“for you” require all hearts to believe. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (inside back cover of Lutheran Service Book) 
 

ADMONITION TO COMMUNICANTS 

P: I exhort you in Christ that you give attention to the Testament of Christ in true 

faith, and above all take to heart the words with which Christ presents his body and 

blood to us for forgiveness; that you take note of and give thanks for the boundless 

love that he showed us when he saved us from the wrath of God, sin, death, and 

hell by his blood; and that you then externally receive the bread and wine, that is, 



  

his body and blood, as a guarantee and pledge.  Let us then in his name, according 

to his command, and with his own words administer and receive the Testament. 
 

CONSECRATION OF ELEMENTS 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

HYMN #508: “The Day Is Surely Drawing Near” (Vs. 5-7) 

5 My Savior paid the debt I owe And for my sin was smitten; 

Within the Book of Life I know My name has now been written. 

I will not doubt, for I am free, And Satan cannot threaten me; 

There is no condemnation! 
 

6 May Christ our intercessor be And through His blood and merit 

Read from His book that we are free With all who life inherit. 

Then we shall see Him face to face, With all His saints in that blest place 

Which He has purchased for us.  
 

7 O Jesus Christ, do not delay, But hasten our salvation; 

We often tremble on our way In fear and tribulation. 

O hear and grant our fervent plea; Come, mighty judge, and make us free 

From death and ev'ry evil. 

 

HYMN #515: “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” Text and tune: Public domain 

1. Rejoice, rejoice, believers, And let your lights appear; 

The evening is advancing, And darker night is near. 

The Bridegroom is arising And soon is drawing nigh. 

Up, pray and watch and wrestle; At midnight comes the cry. 
 

2. The watchers on the mountain Proclaim the Bridegroom near; 

Go forth as He approaches With alleluias clear. 

The marriage feast is waiting; The gates wide open stand. 

Arise, O heirs of glory; The Bridegroom is at hand. 
 

3. The saints, who here in patience Their cross and suff'rings bore, 

Shall live and reign forever When sorrow is no more. 

Around the throne of glory The Lamb they shall behold; 

In triumph cast before Him Their diadems of gold. 
 

4. Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 

Arise, O Sun so longed for, O'er this benighted sphere. 

With hearts and hands uplifted, We plead, O Lord, to see 

The day of earth's redemption That sets Your people free! 
 

COMMON DISMISSAL 
 

LUTHER’S PRAYER after COMMUNION 

All: O God, we are sinners, and yet we are not 

sinners.  Alone and apart from Christ we are sinners, but in our Lord Jesus 

Christ and with Him, we are forgiven.  We firmly believe that He has destroyed 

all our sins with His precious blood.  The sign of this is our Baptism, where we 

Communion Note: 

The outer ring of each communion 
tray holds four colored cups of non-

alcoholic wine. 
 



  

are cleansed by God’s Word, and declared absolved and freed from all sins.  

In the sacrament of the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, we have 

received as a sure sign of grace the forgiveness of sins.  This Jesus has won and 

accomplished for us by the shedding of His precious blood.  For this we thank 

Him now and in eternity.  Amen. 
 

CLOSING RESPONSES (I Peter 4:8-11) 

P: Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 

C: Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 

P: Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully 

administering God’s grace in its various forms. 

C: If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. 

P: If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides. 

All: So that in all things, God may be praised through Jesus Christ.  To him 

be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

HYMN #680: “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”  Text and music Copyright 1983 Augsburg 

Publishing House, used by  permission CCLI #643019 
1. Thine the amen Thine the praise Alleluias angels raise 

Thine the everlasting head Thine the breaking of the bread 

Thine the glory Thine the story Thine the harvest then the cup 

Thine the vineyard then the cup is lifted up lifted up. 
 

2. Thine the life eternally Thine the promise let there be 

Thine the vision Thine the tree All the earth on bended knee 

Gone the nailing gone the railing Gone the pleading gone the cry 

Gone the sighing gone the dying what was loss lifted high. 
 

3. Thine the truly Thine the yes Thine the table we the guest 

Thine the mercy all from Thee Thine the glory yet to be 

Then the ringing and the singing Then the end of all the war 

Thine the living Thine the loving evermore evermore. 
 

4. Thine the kingdom Thine the prize Thine the wonder full surprise 

Thine the banquet then the praise Then the justice of Thy ways 

Thine the glory Thine the story Then the welcome to the least 

Then the wonder all increasing at Thy feast at Thy feast. 
 

5. Thine the glory in the night No more dying only light 

Thine the river Thine the tree Then the Lamb eternally 

Then the holy holy holy Celebration jubilee 

Thine the splendor Thine the brightness only Thee only Thee. 
 



  

ANNOUNCEMENTS/ POSTLUDE 
+ + +

 
 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

Sun. Nov. 20th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

7:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

ACT Youth Group 

Mon. Nov. 21st     

Noon 

Release Time Classes 

Lamplighter Deadline 

Tues. Nov. 22nd  Noon Early deadline for Bulletin 

Wed. Nov. 23rd 7:00 p.m. THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE 

WITH COMMUNION 

Thurs. Nov. 24th 9:00 a.m. THANKSGIVING DAY SERVICE 

Church Offices Closed 

Fri. Nov. 25th  Church Offices Closed 

Sun. Nov. 27th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

7:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP 

ACT Youth Group 

Today we administer the Sacrament of the Altar.  We believe, teach, and confess that 

this sacrament is “the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread 

and wine, instituted by Christ himself for us Christians to eat and drink.” (Luther’s 

Small Catechism) 

Christ has given us this sacrament for our forgiveness and as an expression of our 

unity with one another.  However, Scripture also says that those who receive this 

sacrament unworthily are guilty of sinning against the body and the blood of our Lord 

(1 Cor. 11:27-29).  Therefore, we ask that those who have not communed with us 

before to speak with our pastor or an elder. 

Prayer Concerns 

+ Dan Gueningsman 

+ Sue Loontjer 

+ Sonya Clausen 

+ Cheryl Klemp 

+ Travelers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance Last Week: 

Sunday: 153 

Bible Study: 19 

Sunday School: 39  

 

MEMORY VERSE: 
Psalm 145:16 ~ “You open your hand and satisfy the desires of 
every living thing.” 
 

Scripture Reader 

Jen Thiry 



  

 
 
 

1. THANK YOU! The Stewardship Committee would like to thank the following 

people who helped to put on the Youth Task Force luncheon for the high school 

students:  Amy Bettcher, Bonnie Mueller, Elsie Gilster, Doug Birkholz; Jim 

Klaustermeier, Jim Hlavka, Ellie Schulteis, Pastor Nelson, Jane Holasek, Rachelle 

Krienke, Dale Klaustermeier. And a HUGE thank you to Patsy Schauer for 

organizing and cooking, and to the Krienkes for donating the milk.  We couldn't 

have done it without you. 
 

2. STAGE SET UP for the children's Christmas program will be Fri., Nov. 25, at 

8:00 a.m.  If you are able to help, please come and bring a cordless drill and bits. 
 

3. COUNCIL MEMBERS NEEDED-It’s again time for members of St. Paul to 

step up again and say yes when asked to serve on the Council. Our nominating 

committee will be contacting members to serve on the various boards/positions. 

Please give this request prayerful consideration and agree to serve. Thank you 

from the Nominating Committee. If you would be willing to serve on the Council, 

please contact the church office or a current Council Member.  
 

4. USHERS NEEDED- Ushers are needed for the upcoming 

Thanksgiving/Advent/Christmas services. Please help if you can! A sign-up is 

available on the desk in the Upper Narthex. You do not need to be a current Usher 

to help! 
  

5. EARLY DEADLINE- The deadline to submit items for the Sunday,  

November 27th bulletin will be Tuesday, November 22nd at Noon. Church 

Offices will be closed Thursday-Friday, November 24-25. 
 

6. POINSETTIAS- LAST CHANCE! If you would like to order a poinsettia for 

the Christmas Season, forms are available on the desk in the Upper Narthex. 

Forms are also available in the November Lamplighter. Order forms are due 

November 21. 
 

7. DARTBALL- We are trying to start a dartball team here at St. Paul, are you 

interested in joining us?   Men/women, high school age and above are eligible.  

Three, Tuesday night games per month. Baseball rules with dart board and 

throwing darts.   If interested, please contact Gary Loontjer at church or by phone, 

952-836-6025.  Games will start immediately.    
 

8. SCHEDULE- For November 27th:  ~ Ushers: 1st Service-Derek Zebell, Jim 

Klaustermeier, Shannon Alsleben, Don Hoof; 2nd Service-Sheldon Ehrke, Cole 

Ehrke, Leighton Buhr, Jason Lyons; Acolytes: 1st Service-A. Schauer, H. 

Birkholz; 2nd Service-A. Bebo, E. Bebo; Greeters: N/A; 2nd Service-N/A 

Scripture Reader-Darlene Schmidt; Helping Hands: LaJean Hoof; Flowers: 

LaJean Hoof; Worship Bags: Elaine Peterson 

 

 

 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



  

 

 

9. SHIRTS-Sunday school T-shirts are in. If you ordered one, you can pick it up 

from the Release Time room. 

 

10. ACT YOUTH GROUP (Grades 9-12) will next meet TONIGHT Sunday, 

November 20th at 7:30 PM in the Youth Room. A reminder that the $50.00 

deposit for the 2023 Mission Trip is due tonight. 
 

11. CLASSES-NO Confirmation or 6th Grade Release Time Classes on 

Wednesday, November 23rd (due to Thanksgiving). 

 
 

12. LWML Christmas Party- Monday, December 5. Social time at 5:30 p.m. with 

a catered, 2-meat dinner by Bumps and Patsy Schauer served at 6:00 p.m. Please 

RSVP to Jane Holasek with payment by Nov. 28th. Cost: $18. LWML members 

are asked to invite and bring a girl friend. 
 

13. HYGIENE KITS-St. Paul LWML will be collecting items for Hygiene Kits 

for Orphan Grain Train. Check the tree in the Upper Narthex for tags of items that 

are needed for these kits. You may also give monetary donations. Bring items 

unwrapped and place in bin under the table. Make checks payable to St. Paul 

LWML, marked for Hygiene Kits. We will collect items through December. You 

can mail checks to church office, P.O. Box 38. Thank you for your support. 
 

14. CHRISTMAS CARDS- LWML will be selling Christmas cards. They’re on 

the LWML table. Cards are $1.00 each and support our Mission projects. Place 

money in the box.  
 

15. RED STOCKING - It’s Red Stocking time! We hope you’ve filled your 

stocking during the year. Empty them into the large Red Stocking in Upper 

Narthex any time during December. This collection supports our 26 District and 

National Mission projects. Please keep your stocking for 2023. If you need a 

stocking and instructions, they’re available in the basket. Thank you. 
 

 
 

16. FOOD SHELF- As you are doing your Thanksgiving/Christmas shopping, 

why not pick up a few extra items for the food shelf? Especially in need are items 

like cleaning supplies, soap, laundry detergent, etc.  All donations of 

food/items/money are appreciated by those who are served by the Food Shelf. 

Please place your items in the cart in the main hallway. Thank you! 

YOUTH 

MISC 

LWML 

Acknowledgement: 

+ A memorial for Ardyce (Severson) Johnson, sister of Donna Machemehl, 

was received in the amount of $25.00 for the Organ Fund. 



  

 

General Fund Update: 

Average weekly General Fund deposit required to meet budget $ 6,216.17 

Approximate Amount received this past week    $ 4,179.00 

(includes Envelopes/Direct Deposit/Loose Change)     

Net + or – per week                - (2,037.17) 

 


