
  

 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 

 

Worship:  8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 
 Sunday School/Bible Study 9:15 a.m. 

 

                             Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Ellen Schulteis, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

November 13, 2022 

Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 
 

PRESERVICE “My God Is So Good” (Sunday School N3-4) (10:30 am) 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
 

HYMN #589: “Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens” Text and tune: Public domain 

1. Speak, O Lord, Your servant listens, Let Your Word to me come near; 

Newborn life and spirit give me, Let each promise still my fear. 

Death's dread pow'r, its inward strife, Wars against Your Word of life; 

Fill me, Lord, with love's strong fervor That I cling to You forever! 
 

2. Oh, what blessing to be near You And to listen to Your voice; 

Let me ever love and hear You, Let Your Word be now my choice! 

Many hardened sinners, Lord, Flee in terror at Your Word; 

But to all who feel sin's burden You give words of peace and pardon. 
 

3. Lord, Your words are waters living When my thirsting spirit pleads. 

Lord, Your words are bread life-giving; On Your words my spirit feeds. 

Lord, Your words will be my light through death's cold and dreary night; 

Yes, they are my sword prevailing And my cup of joy unfailing! 
 

4. As I pray, dear Jesus, hear me; Let Your words in me take root. 

May Your Spirit e'er be near me That I bear abundant fruit. 

May I daily sing Your praise, From my heart glad anthems raise, 

Till my highest praise is given In the endless joy of heaven. 

 

INVOCATION 
 

A CALL TO WORSHIP 

P: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus (+) Christ. 

C: Amen 

P: I am not ashamed of the Gospel, 

C: because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: 

P: First for the Jew,      

C: then for the Gentile. 

P: For in the Gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, 

C: a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, 
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P: Just as it is written:   

C: “The righteous will live by faith.” 
 

INTROIT (read responsively) 

P: The Lord watches over the way of the righteous,  

C: but the way of the wicked will perish. 

P: Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked 

C: or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers 

P: But his delight is in the law of the Lord, 

C: and on his law he meditates day and night 

P: He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and 

whose leaf does not wither. 

C: whatever he does prospers. 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning, 

C: is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P: The Lord watches over the way of the righteous, 

C: but the way of the wicked will perish. 

 

COLLECT  
Almighty God, we pray, show your humble servants your mercy that we, who put no 

trust in our own merits, may be dealt with not according to the severity of your 

judgment but according to your mercy; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS……………………………………..see back of bulletin 

 

GOSPEL LESSON…………………………………………...see back of bulletin 
 

HYMN #655: “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” Text and music: Public domain 

1. Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; Curb those who by deceit or sword 

Would wrest the kingdom from your Son And bring to naught all he has done. 
 

2. Lord Jesus Christ, your pow’r make known, For You are Loud of lords alone; 

Defend Your holy Church that we May sing your praise eternally. 
 

3. O Comforter of priceless worth, Send peace and unity on earth; 

Support us in our final strife And lead us out of death to life. 

 

SERMON: “The Preaching Job” (2 Timothy 4:1-5) 
1 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living 

and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready 

in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience 

and teaching. 3 For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, 

but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their 

own passions, 4 and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into 

myths. 5 As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an 

evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 



  

 

HYMN #578: “Thy Strong Word” (Verses 1-4) Text and setting Copyright 1969 Concordia 

Publishing House, Tune: Public domain; used by permission CCLI #643019 
1. They strong word did cleave the darkness; At Thy speaking it was done. 

For created light we thank Thee, While Thine ordered seasons run. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light doest send! Alleluia, alleluia!  

Alleluia without end! 
 

2. Lo, on those who dwell in darkness, Dark as night and deep as death, 

Broke the light of Thy salvation, Breathed Thine own life-breathing breath. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light doest send! Alleluia, alleluia!  

Alleluia without end! 
 

3. Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; Bright with Thine own holiness, 

Glorious now, we press toward glory, And our lives our hopes confess. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light doest send! Alleluia, alleluia!  

Alleluia without end! 
 

4. From the cross Thy wisdom shining Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might; 

From the cross forever beameth All Thy bright redeeming light. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light doest send! Alleluia, alleluia!  

Alleluia without end! 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED (inside back cover of LSB) 
 

OFFERINGS 
 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER 

P: O Lord God Most High, almighty Fortress and Protector, we praise You for Your 

providence which has brought us to this hour. 

C: In the midst of many dangers and temptations, we are still Your children 

by Your grace through faith in Jesus Christ. 

P: Trusting in Your grace and mercy and believing Your promises to hear our 

prayers, we come before You with praise and thanksgiving. 

C: We give You special thanks, O Lord, for sending Your Son into the world 

to become true man. 

P: Thank You that when He was tempted, as we are, He did not yield to sin but 

remained obedient to You for our sake. 

C: When Satan tempts us through our fleshly appetites, the riches of this 

world, and our love for honor and prestige, help us to use Your Word as our 

weapon against him. 

P: For inspiring men to write it, translate it, and print it so that it is readily available 

to us, we give You hearty thanks. 

C: We confess, O Lord, that we often live as if bread for our bodies is more 

important than food for our souls. 

P: We confess, O Lord, that we often forget to use Your Word as the source of our 

strength in fighting temptation. 

C: For these and many other transgressions, forgive us, O Lord. 



  

P: As we read, study, and hear Your Word, send us Your Holy Spirit to enlighten 

our minds and strengthen our faith. 

C: May Your Word prove to be a power of healing to the sick, a ray of hope to 

the discouraged, and a companion to the lonely. 

P: Grant peace to our nation, and help us to live according to Your will. 

C: In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

P: Lord in Your Mercy 

C: Hear our Prayer 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Inside back cover of Lutheran Service Book) 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

THE BLESSING  

P: The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 

in the knowledge and love of God, and His Son Jesus Christ, our Lord; and the 

blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son (+), and the Holy Spirit, be among 

you and remain with you always.   

C: Amen. Amen. 
 

HYMN #578: “Thy Strong Word” (Verses 5-6) 

5. Give us lips to sing Thy glory, Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 

Throats that shout the hope that fills us, Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 

Alleluia, alleluia! May the light which Thou dost send.  

Fill our songs with alleluias, Alleluias without end! 
 

6. God the Father, light-creator, To Thee laud and honor be. 

To Thee, Light of Light begotten, Praise be sung eternally. 

Holy Spirit, light-revealer, Glory, glory be to Thee. 

Mortal, angels, now and ever Praise the holy Trinity! 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/ POSTLUDE 
 

+ + + 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns 

+ Dan Gueningsman 

+ Sue Loontjer 

+ Sonya Clausen 

Scripture Reader 

Jeff Engen 

Attendance Last Week 

Worship: 139 

Sun. School/Youth:  36 

Bible Study: N/A 



  

 

 

 
 
 

1. SPECIAL COLLECTION-A door offering for Hurricane Ian victims will be 

taken today.  
 

2. COMMUNION UPDATE- At the Quarterly Voters meeting it was decided to 

resume our original communion schedule. On the first Sunday of the month, 

Communion will be at the rail. (Please note, if you are unable to kneel, please feel 

free to remain standing). On the third Sunday of the month, we will have 

Continuous Line Communion. 
 

3. THANK YOU! The Stewardship Committee would like to thank the following 

people who helped to put on the Youth Task Force luncheon for the high school 

students:  Amy Bettcher, Bonnie Mueller, Elsie Gilster, Doug Birkholz; Jim 

Klaustermeier, Jim Hlavka, Ellie Schulteis, Pastor Nelson, Jane Holasek, Rachelle 

Krienke, Dale Klaustermeier. And a HUGE thank you to Patsy Schauer for 

organizing and cooking, and to the Krienkes for donating the milk.  We couldn't 

have done it without you. 
 

4. COUNCIL MEMBERS NEEDED-It’s once again time for members of St. 

Paul to step up again and say yes when asked to serve on the Church Council. Our 

nominating committee will be contacting members to serve on the various 

boards/positions. Please give this request prayerful consideration and agree to 

serve. Thank you from the Nominating Committee. If you would be willing to 

serve on the Council, please contact the church office or a current Council 

Member.  
  

5. THANK YOU to all the congregation members for their support and 

encouragement during this past month. Your kind words, prayers, cards, and gifts 

were greatly appreciated!  Pastor Nelson, DCE Ellie & Admin. Assistant Amanda 
 

6. EARLY DEADLINE- The deadline to submit items for the Sunday,  

November 27th bulletin will be Tuesday, November 22nd at Noon. 
 

7. BAHR/STREI SCHOLARSHIP FUND: Thank you to everyone who donated 

to the Bahr/Strei scholarship fund.  Anyone who is attending a Missouri Synod 

college or seminary to pursue a degree in church service is qualified to apply for 

this scholarship. This year's recipient was Alex Nelson who is studying Pre-

Seminary. Thank you for supporting our future church workers. 
 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Psalm 145:16 ~ “You open your hand and satisfy the 
desires of every living thing.” 

 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



  

8. POINSETTIAS- If you would like to order a poinsettia for the Christmas 

Season, forms are available on the desk in the Upper Narthex. Forms are also 

available in the November Lamplighter. Order forms are due November 21. 
 

9. DARTBALL- We are trying to start a dartball team here at St. Paul, are you 

interested in joining us?   Men/women, high school age and above are eligible.  

Three, Tuesday night games per month. Baseball rules with dart board and 

throwing darts.   If interested, please contact Gary Loontjer at church or by phone, 

952-836-6025.  Games will start immediately.    
 

 

10. SANDWICH MINISTRY- A community-wide Ministry for the Marie 

Sandvick Center, Minneapolis. Sandwich Making events take place the third 

Thursday of every month at 8:30 AM.  Volunteers and donations are needed. This 

month’s date is November 17th at 8:30 am.  Everyone is welcome to help with 

this servant event. 
 

11. THRIVENT CHOICE- Thank you to our congregation members that have 

directed their Thrivent Choice Dollars to St. Paul. We recently received a 

donation of $ 96.00. If you are uncertain if you have dollars and are a Thrivent 

member, please call 800-847-4836 and say ‘Thrivent Choice’ to be directed to 

someone who can help you. Or you may do so online through your personal 

Thrivent account. These dollars do not come out of your account funds but from 

Thrivent’s profits. Help out your church or a non-profit you care about.  
 

12. SCHEDULE- For November 20th:  ~ Ushers: 1st Service-Paul Mohwinkel, 

Randy Rehmann, Duane Litzau, Zachary Nelson; 2nd Service-Joey Schauer, John 

Lange, Carolyn Toenies, Brandon Schmidt; Acolytes: 1st Service-B. Christen, K. 

Mallak; 2nd Service-M. Kosek, K. Mathews; Greeters: N/A; 2nd Service-N/A 

Scripture Reader-Jen Thiry; Helping Hands: LaJean Hoof; Flowers: LaJean Hoof; 

Worship Bags: Elaine Peterson 

 

 

13. ACT YOUTH GROUP (Grades 9-12) will next meet Sunday, November 

20th at 7:30 PM in the Youth Room. A reminder that the $50.00 deposit for the 

2023 Mission Trip is due that night. 
 

14. SHIRTS-Sunday school T-shirts are in. If you ordered one, you can pick it up 

from the Release Time room. 
 

15. CLASSES-NO Confirmation or 6th Grade Release Time Classes on 

Wednesday, November 23rd (due to Thanksgiving). 

 

 

16. LWML Christmas Party- Monday, December 5. Social time at 5:30 p.m. with 

a catered, 2-meat dinner by Bumps and Patsy Schauer served at 6:00 p.m. Please 

RSVP to Jane Holasek with payment by Nov. 28th. Cost: $18. LWML members 

are asked to invite and bring a girl friend. 

 

YOUTH 

LWML 



  

 
 

17. BLOOD DRIVE- Lester Prairie High School and Community Blood Drive 

will be held on Wednesday, November 16 from 1:00-7:00 p.m. at LP City Hall. 

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter: LesterHS 

to schedule an appointment. See poster on entry doors for more information. 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

 

 

Sun. Nov. 13th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

WORSHIP 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP 

Mon. Nov. 14th     

8:00 p.m. 

Release Time Classes 

Council Meeting 

Wed. Nov. 16th  Noon 

3:05 p.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

5:45 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

Deadline for Bulletin 

6th Grade Release Time 

7th Grade Confirmation 

8th Grade Confirmation 

Adult Choir 

Thurs. Nov. 17th  8:30 a.m. Sandwich Ministry 

Release Time Classes 

Sun. Nov. 20th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

7:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

ACT Youth Group 

Wednesday, November 23: 
7:00 PM Thanksgiving Eve Service 
with Communion 
  
Thursday, November 24:  
9:00 AM Thanksgiving Day Service 
Church Offices Closed 
  
Friday, November 25:  
Church Offices Closed 

MISC 

Memorials: 

The following memorials were received: 

+ Lewis Bettcher: $15.00-Parsonage Remodel, $955.00-Organ Fund, $250.00-

Cemetery Improvement Fund, $250.00- Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund, 

$500.00- General Fund 

+ Willie Parpart: $1,000.00- Organ Fund, $500.00- Sandwich Ministry 

+ Janelle Birkholz: $10.00- Organ Fund, $235.00- Parsonage Remodel, 

$20.00- Sandwich Ministry, $235.00- LWML 
 


