
  

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  8:00 & 10:30 

 Sunday School: 9:15 
 

Church Staff: 
 Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor;  Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

October 3, 2021 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost - Holy Communion 
 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

HYMN #913: “O Holy Spirit, Enter In” 

1 O Holy Spirit, enter in, And in our hearts Your work begin, 

Your dwelling place now make us. Sun of the soul, O Light divine, 

Around and in us brightly shine, To joy and gladness wake us 

That we may be Truly living, To You giving Prayer unceasing 

And in love be still increasing. 

 

2 Give to Your Word impressive pow'r, That in our hearts from this good hour 

As fire it may be glowing, That in true Christian unity 

We faithful witnesses may be, Your glory ever showing. 

Hear us, cheer us By Your teaching; Let our preaching And our labor 

Praise You, Lord, and serve our neighbor. 

 

3 O mighty Rock, O Source of Life, Let Your dear Word, in doubt and strife, 

In us be strongly burning That we be faithful unto death 

And live in love and holy faith, From You true wisdom learning. 

Your grace and peace On us shower; By Your power Christ confessing, 

Let us see our Savior's blessing. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION (read responsively) 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C: who made heaven and earth. 

P: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 

altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 

another that we have sinned in thought, word and deed, and that we cannot free 

ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 

the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 

Christ and saying: God be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 
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P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I, therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

ENTRANCE PSALM (read responsively)  

P: For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, 

C: abounding in steadfast love to all who call upon you. 

P: Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer; listen to my plea for grace. 

C: In the day of my trouble I call upon you, for you answer me. 

P: There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, nor are there any works like 

yours. 

C: All the nations you have made shall come and worship before you, O 

Lord, and shall glorify your name. 

P: For you are great and do wondrous things; you alone are God. 

C: Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth; unite my 

heart to fear your name. 

P: I give thanks to you, O Lord, my God, with my whole heart, and I will glorify 

your name forever. 

C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

HYMN: “This is the Feast” 

This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

Whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength,  

And honor, blessing, and glory are His. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Sing with all the people of God,  

And join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and Might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

For the Lamb who was slain  Has begun His reign. Alleluia.  

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-80; Tune: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923 CCLI license #643019 

 

COLLECT 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. 

Grant that we may love what You have commanded and desire what You 

promise, that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed 

where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS……………………..Genesis 2:18-25, Hebrews 2:1-13 



  

GOSPEL LESSON…………………………………………...Mark 10:2-16 
 

THE NICENE CREED (inside back cover of LSB) 
 

HYMN #704: “Renew Me, O Eternal Light” Text and music: Public domain 

1 Renew me, O eternal Light, And let my heart and soul be bright, 

Illumined with the light of grace That issues from Your holy face. 
 

2 Remove the pow'r of sin from me And cleanse all my impurity 

That I may have the strength and will Temptations of the flesh to still. 
 

3 Create in me a new heart, Lord, That gladly I obey Your Word. 

Let what You will be my desire, And with new life my soul inspire. 
 

4 Grant that I only You may love And seek those things which are above 

Till I behold You face to face, O Light eternal, through Your grace. 
 

SERMON: “Sincere and Earnest” (1 Peter 1:22)  

Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly 

love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart. 
 

LWML PLEDGE 

In fervent gratitude for the Savior's dying love and His blood-bought gift of 

redemption we dedicate ourselves to Him with all that we are and have; and in 

obedience to His call for workers in the harvest fields, we pledge Him our willing 

service wherever and whenever He has need of us. We consecrate to our Savior 

our hands to work for Him, our feet to go on His errands, our voice to sing His 

praises, our lips to proclaim His redeeming love, our silver and our gold to extend 

His Kingdom, our will to do His will, and every power of our life to the great task 

of bringing the lost and the erring into eternal fellowship with Him. Amen. 

OFFERING 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (inside back cover of LSB) 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION/DISTRIBUTION 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS: 

HYMN #706: “Love in Christ is Strong and Living” Text  

and tune: Copyright 1980 Concordia Publishing House, used by permission CCLI 

#643019 

1. Love in Christ is strong and living, Binding faithful hearts in one; 

Love in Christ is true and giving. May His will in us be done. 
 

2. Love is patient and forbearing, Clothed in Christ’s humility, 

Gentle, selfless, kind, and caring, Reaching out in charity. 
 

3. Love in Christ abides forever, Fainting not when ills attend; 

Love, forgiving and forgiven, Shall endure until life’s end. 

 

Communion 

Note: 
The outer ring of 

each communion 

tray holds one  
colored cup with 

a very small 

amount of wine 
and a colored cup 

of white non-

alcoholic wine. 



  

#740: “I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb” Text and tune: Public domain 

1 I am Jesus' little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am; 

For my Shepherd gently guides me, Knows my need and well provides me, 

Loves me ev'ry day the same, Even calls me by my name. 
 

2 Day by day, at home, away, Jesus is my staff and stay. 

When I hunger, Jesus feeds me, Into pleasant pastures leads me; 

When I thirst, He bids me go Where the quiet waters flow. 
 

3 Who so happy as I am, Even now the Shepherd's lamb? 

And when my short life is ended, By His angel host attended, 

He shall fold me to His breast, There within His arms to rest. 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P: Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in 

loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You 

not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your 

Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. C: Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

P: Let us bless the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen 

 

HYMN: “Serve the Lord with Gladness” 

1. “Serve the Lord with gladness!”  It is He alone  

Who redeemed us sinners, Guides us as His own 

To enjoy the blessings, Of His love and grace, 

Will at last in glory, Meet us face to face. 

Onward, then for Jesus!  Let this be our aim: 

“Serve the Lord with gladness!” Glorify His name! 
 

2. “Serve the Lord with gladness!” He gave us command 

To proclaim His Gospel Now in every land 

So that fellow sinners May, like us, be blest. 

Leading them to Jesus We can serve Him best. 

Onward, then, for Jesus! Let this be our aim: 

“Serve the Lord with gladness!” Glorify His name!      
 

3. “Serve the Lord with gladness!” There’s no greater joy 

Than to serve the Master, Work in His employ. 

As we build His kingdom Angels, too, rejoice 

Over every sinner Brought to hear His voice 

Onward, then, for Jesus! Let this be our aim; 

“Serve the Lord with gladness!” Glorify His name! 



  

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/POSTLUDE  

+ + + 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

 
 
 

1. LWML SUNDAY- Today is LWML Sunday. This year’s theme is, “Our 

Hearts in HIS Hand,” based on 1 Peter 4:8. Lutheran Women in Mission (LWML) 

praise the Lord for opportunities to share His message and love with people in all 

walks of life throughout our community and the world. Our mission donations 

currently reach 82 countries around the world!  We invite you to learn more about 

the mission and ministry of the LWML. 

 

2. ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY- Our next highway clean-up date will be TODAY 

Sunday October 3rd. EVERYONE 12 and older is welcome to help with this 

service project. We will meet at church at Noon to watch the safety video, then 

carpool out to our clean-up site. There is a permission slip that needs to be filled 

out by a parent if volunteers are between 12 and 17. Per MN DOT rules, children 

under 12 are not allowed to help with ditch clean-up.  

 

3. SPECIAL COLLECTION -We will be putting out a collection plate, the 3rd 

Sunday in October (10/17/21) for the Bahr/Strei Scholarship.  This is to help fund 

this Scholarship fund.   

 

4. ENDOWMENT- To the Members of St. Paul’s congregation: It’s that time of 

the year again when the church council begins to discuss how to allocate the 

undesignated earnings of the Endowment Fund for 2021. If you have suggestions 

Sun. Oct. 3rd 

 

 

LWML Sunday 

8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

Noon 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Adopt-a-Highway Ditch Clean-Up 

Mon. Oct. 4th  

7:00 p.m. 

Release Time Classes 

LWML Meeting 

Tues. Oct. 5th  Release Time Classes 

Wed. Oct. 6th  Noon 

3:05 p.m. 

 

Deadline for Bulletin 

6th Grade Release Time Classes 

Confirmation Classes 

Sun. Oct. 10th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP 

5th-12th Grade Youth Night 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



  

as to how these funds could best be used, please contact a council member. (Keep 

in mind, according to our policy, the proceeds cannot be used for General 

Expenses.) A list of last year’s expenditures can be found in last year’s Annual 

Report. Chairman, Fred Holasek 

 

5. BIDS-The Trustees are now taking bids for Church Grounds keeping, 

Cemetery Groundskeeping, Janitorial services and snow removal. For more 

information talk to a Trustee (Brad Ernst, Dale Klaustermeier, Todd Ruschmeyer) 

 

6. EMAIL DATABASE- We are looking to have an email database of 

congregation members. If you are interested in joining the church's email 

database, please email the church office at stpaulslp@embarqmail.com.  We will 

use this database to communicate future church events and information. If you 

submitted your email last year, we still have that on file. 
 

7. MISSED MEMBER Intervention Program: Our Missed Member Committee is 

now moving forward with the Missed Member Intervention Program. The first 

step is asking members to complete communion attendance cards when they take 

Holy Communion. Simply complete the card in the pew and hand it to the usher 

when you are attending communion. At this time formal communion attendance 

tracking is scheduled to begin in January of 2022. 
 

8. PASTOR/STAFF APPRECIATION- The New Testament honors ministry as 

one of God’s highest callings. 1 Thessalonians 5:13-14 asks church members, “to 

respect those who work hard among you, who are over you in the Lord and who   

admonish you. Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their work.” 

Our Church staff is God’s gift to His people and they are worthy of 

RECOGNITION for their willing and faithful service. The month of OCTOBER 

is your opportunity to give THANKS to God for our Pastor, Administrative 

Assistant, Future DCE, Church Council, Financial Administrator, Music Staff, 

Janitorial, Lawn Service and Snow Removal.  Please join us and shower them 

with cards, notes of encouragement, verbal praises, tokens of appreciation, and 

pray for them daily. -Board of Stewardship 

 

9. FREE HAND SANITIZER- A donation of individual bottles of hand santizier 

was received. If you would like a bottle, please take one. They are located on the 

desk in the Upper Narthex. 

 9.  

 

10. SUNDAY SCHOOL-Parents of Sunday School Students! We are planning to 

sing for services this fall. If students have a Sunday School T-shirt, please have 

them wear it when they sing. Grades 1-5: Sunday, Oct. 10; 10:30 service; Grades 

6-8: Sunday, Oct. 17; 8:00 service. Please plan to worship with us! 
 

11. YOUTH NIGHT - The 2nd Sunday of each month from 6:30pm-8:00pm for 

all kids grades 5th-12th.  Meet in the ACT Room.  Join us for Bible study 

followed by food, games, activities, & FUN!  Friends are always welcome.  

YOUTH 



  

KICKOFF CHALLENGE:  The person who brings the most friends along will 

receive a prize!  See you on October 10th!  

 

 

 

12. MEETING- St. Paul LWML will meet on Oct. 4th at 7:00 p.m. Ladies, please 

join us for Pastor’s bible study, mite ingathering and Christian fellowship along 

with our regular monthly meeting. October mission donations are designated for 

Food for the Poor. Reminder: All women of St. Paul congregation are invited to 

attend our LWML monthly meetings. We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

13. OCTOBER MISSION PROJECT: Food for the Poor: Donations from all 

congregational members may be placed in the box labeled in the upper narthex 

during the month of October. Please help us to help the poor in desperate need! 

 

 

LWML 

Memory Verse: 
Romans 4:5 ~ “And to the one who does not work but 
believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted 
as righteousness” 

 

Acknowledgement: 
+ A memorial for Eldora Miller of Plato was received in the 
amount of $10.00 for the Sandwich Ministry 


