
 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  10:00 a.m. 
                
     Church Staff: 

Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Katie Litzau, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

September 27, 2020  

 Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Rite of Confirmation 
 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME 
 

HYMN #525: “Crown Him with Many Crowns” (Verses 1-3) 
Text and music Public Domain 
1. Crown Him with many crowns, The Lamb upon His throne; 

Hark how the heav’nly anthems drowns All music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing Of Him who died for thee, 

And hail Him as thy matchless king Through all eternity. 
 

2. Crown Him the virgin’s Son, The God incarnate born, 

Whose arm those crimson trophies won Which now His brow adorn; 

Fruit of the mystic rose, Yet of that rose the stem, 

The root whence mercy ever flows, The babe of Bethlehem. 
 

3. Crown Him the Lord of love. Behold His hands and side, 

Rich wounds, yet visible above, In beauty glorified.  

No angels in the sky Can fully bear that sight, 

But downward bend their wond’ring eyes At mysteries so bright. 
 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

CONFESSION 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve your present 

and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 

on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
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ABSOLUTION 

P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.   C: Amen 
 

COLLECT 

O God, without whose blessing we are not able to please you, mercifully grant 

that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and govern our hearts; through Jesus 

Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING………………………… Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 

 1The word of the Lord came to me: 2”What do you mean by repeating this 

proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the 

children’s teeth are set on edge’? 3As I live, declares the Lord God, this proverb 

shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the 

father as well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die…. 

 25“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of 

Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 26When a 

righteous person turns away from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall 

die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall die. 27Again, when a wicked 

person turns away from the wickedness he has committed and does what is just 

and right, he shall save his life. 28Because he considered and turned away from all 

the transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live 

; he shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ 

O house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 

 30“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to 

his ways, declares the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, 

lest iniquity be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you 

have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you 

die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares 

the Lord God; so turn, and live.” 
 

EPISTLE……………………………………………… Philippians 2:1-4, 14-18 

 1If there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 

participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by being 

of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 
3Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant 

than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to 

the interests of others…. 

 14Do all things without grumbling or questioning, 15that you may be 

blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a 

crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights of the world, 
16holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I 

did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17Even if I am to be poured out as a drink 

offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you 

all. 18Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me. 
 



HOLY GOSPEL……………………………………………. Matthew 21:23-27 

 23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 

people came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you 

doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus answered them, “I 

also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell 

you by what authority I do these things. 25The baptism of John, from where did it 

come? From heaven or from man?” And they discussed it among themselves, 

saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not 

believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they all 

hold that John was a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And 

he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.” 
 

HYMN #545: “Word of God, Come Down on Earth (Verses 1,2,4)  
Text Copyright James Quinn; admin. Selah Used by permission CCLI #643019; music Public domain 

1. Word of God, come down on earth, Living rain from heav’n descending; 

Touch our hearts and bring to birth Faith and hope and love unending. 

Word almighty, we revere You; Word made flesh, we long to hear You. 
 

2. Word eternal, throned on high, Word that brought to life creation, 

Word that came from heav’n to die, Crucified for our salvation, 

Saving Word, the world restoring, Speak to us, Your love outpouring. 
 

4. Word that speaks God’s tender love, One with God beyond all telling, 

Word that sends us from above, God the Spirit, with us dwelling, 

Word of truth, to all truth lead us; Word of life, with one bread feed us. 
 

SERMON “By What Authority” (Matthew 21:22-27) 
 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in 

Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 
 

HYMN #687: “Thine Forever, God of Love” (Verses 1,3,5)  
Text and Music Public Domain 

1. Thine forever, God of love! Hear us from Thy throne above; 

Thine forever may we be Here and in eternity! 
 

3. Thine forever, Lord of Life! Shield us through our earthly strife. 

Thou, the life, the truth, the way, Guide us to the realms of day. 
 

5. Thine forever! Thou our guide, All our wants by Thee supplied, 

All our sins by Thee forgiv’n; Lead us, Lord, from earth to heav’n. 
 

RITE OF CONFIRMATION 



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And 

lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

  

HYMN #924: “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” Text and Music Public Domain 

1. Lord, dismiss us with Your blessing, Fill our hearts with joy and peace; 

Let us each, Your love possessing, Triumph in redeeming grace. 

O refresh us; O refresh us, Trav’ling through this wilderness. 
 

2. Thanks we give and adoration For Your Gospel’s joyful sound. 

May the fruits of Your salvation In our hearts and lives abound. 

Ever faithful, ever faithful To Your truth may we be found. 
 

3. Savior, when Your love shall call us From our struggling pilgrim way, 

Let us not fear of death appall us, Glad Your summons to obey.  

May we ever, may we ever Reign with You in endless day. 
 

+ + +  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

Sun. Sept. 27th 9:15 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

Sunday School 

WORSHIP W/ CONFIRMATION  

ACT Youth Group 

Mon. Sept. 28th 4:00 p.m. Release Time Zoom Class 

Tues. Sept. 29th 4:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

Release Time Zoom Class 

ECFE Class 

Wed. Sept. 30th Noon Deadline for Bulletin 

Confirmation Classes 

Thur. Oct. 1st 7:00 p.m. Bible Study (in the Sanctuary)/Livestream 

Sun. Oct. 4th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

12:30 p.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP W/ COMMUNION 

Sunday School 

Adopt-a-Highway Ditch Clean-Up 

ACT Youth Group 

MEMORY VERSE: 
Isaiah 55:6 “Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while 
he is near.” 

 



 

 

1. SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED!- We’re almost there! We are 

still in need of 1 more teacher for 7th grade. Please contact Katie Litzau if you are 

interested or have any questions. 
 

2. PANAMA UPDATE-If you are interested in hearing updates about Panama, 

please join us on Tuesday, October 7th at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary. 
 

3. ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY- Our next Adopt-a-Highway Ditch clean-up will take 

place on Sunday, October 4th.  Our back-up date will be Sunday, October 11th. 

EVERYONE 12 and older is welcome to help with this service project. We will 

meet at church at 12:30 pm that day to watch the safety video, then carpool out to 

our clean-up site. There is a new permission slip that needs to be filled out if 

volunteers are between 12 and 17. These will be available for you that day. Per 

MN Department of Transportation rules, children under 12 are not allowed to help 

with ditch clean-up. 
 

4. FILL THE TRUNK- On the first three Sundays in October, before and after 

Church Services, Stewardship will be hosting a food drive for the McLeod 

County Food Shelf. You will find them with their trunk open in the church 

parking lot, to fill with your donations. The food shelf needs: snacks, crackers, 

refried beans, canned beans for soups and chili, cereal, personal care items (soaps, 

tissues, etc.) salad dressings, spices, seasonings, whole grains (barley, oatmeal 

etc.) cream soups (not mushroom), let’s fill the trunk! 
 

5. THANK YOU to everyone who donated backpacks for school kits. We have 

enough for 50 kits we’re putting together. If you’d still like to donate, please leave 

them in the bin at church. We’ll keep them for next year. 
 

6. MEETING-The October meeting of St. Paul’s LWML will be held inside 

church on Monday, October 7 at 7 pm. Pastor Nelson will lead a Bible Study, and 

mites will be collected. Our mission donation for October is American Bible 

Society. All ladies are invited. Masks required. No food served. 
 

7. COVID POLICY UPDATES- We have made some updates to our COVID-19 

Policy. You can find this policy on our church website (www.stpaullp.org) or 

posted in the church building. Please remember that masks are to be worn when 

entering the church building. Church doors will remain locked. Please contact the 

church office if you need assistance. If you would like to receive communion 

during the week, please contact Pastor Nelson. 

 
 

8. ACT YOUTH GROUP- ACT (grades 9-12) will meet TONIGHT at 6:30 pm. 

We will meet outside at Church. Dress for the weather and bring a chair. 
 

 

9. BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION- The family of Emmert Schroeder would like 

your help to celebrate his "99th" birthday on Thursday Oct. 1st.  We would really 

appreciate any cards you could send to him at home on the farm.  

Emmert Schroeder 17980 42nd Street New Germany Minn 55367 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

YOUTH 

MISC 



 
 

Collyn Jerome Catlin~ Baptism Date: May 1, 2005 

1 John 2:25 ~ And this is the promise that he made to us- eternal life. 

 

Alexandra Marie Ernst~ Baptism Date: August 20, 2006  

Romans 14:8 ~ For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to 

the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. 

  

Joshua Neil Hecksel~ Baptism Date: August 20, 2006 

Romans 12:2 ~ Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 

the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of 

God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

 

Alexis Jo Koch~ Baptism Date: January 8, 2006 

Deuteronomy 31:6 ~ Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread 

of them, for it is the Lord your God who goes with you. He will not leave 

you or forsake you. 

 

Travis Arthur Lueck ~ Baptism Date: January 9, 2006 

Joshua 1:9 ~ Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do 

not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with 

you wherever you go. 

 

Amelia Carla Meyer~ Baptism Date: August 6, 2006 

1 John 1:9 NIV ~ If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will 

forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Trever Michael Schauer~ Baptism Date: April 2, 2006 

Romans 1:16 ~ For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of 

God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the 

Greek. 

 

Owen Lee Zebell~ Baptism Date: March 26, 2006 

Isaiah 40:31 ~ But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; 

they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be 

weary; they shall walk and not faint. 
 

 

 

 

Confirmation Class 2020 
 


