
  

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  8:00 & 10:30 

 Sunday School: 9:15 
 

 Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

 September 26, 2021 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
 

HYMN #869: “With the Lord Begin Your Task” Text copyright 1941 Concordia Publishing House, 

Music: Public domain; Used by permission CCLI #643019 

1. With the Lord begin your task; Jesus will direct it. 

For His aid and counsel ask; Jesus will perfect it. 

Ev’ry morn with Jesus rise, And when day is ended, 

In His name then close your eyes; Be to Him commanded. 
 

2. Let each day begin with prayer, Praise, and adoration. 

On the Lord cast ev’ry care; he is your salvation. 

Morning, evening, and at night Jesus will be near you, 

Save you from the tempter’s might, With His presence cheer you. 
 

3. With your Savior at your side, Foes need not alarm you; 

In His promises confide, And no ill can harm you. 

All your trust and hope repose In the mighty Master, 

Who in wisdom truly knows How to stem disaster. 
 

4. If your task be thus begun With the Savior’s blessing, 

Safely then your course will run, Toward the promise pressing. 

Good will follow ev’rywhere while you here must wander. 

You at last the joy will share In the mansions yonder. 
 

5. Thus, Lord Jesus, ev’ry task Be to You commended; 

May Your will be done, I ask, Until life is ended. 

Jesus, in Your name begun Be the day’s endeavor; 

Grant that it may well be done To Your praise forever. 
 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

CONFESSION 

P: What is Confession? 

C: Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that 

we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God 
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Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven 

before God in Heaven. 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto you that 

we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against you by thought, 

word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy, seeking and 

imploring your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C: O Most merciful God, who has given your only begotten Son to die for us, 

have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins, and by 

the Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of you and of your will and true 

obedience to your Word, to the end that by your grace we may come to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION 

P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake 

forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of the Word I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 
 

INTROIT 

P: Surely God is my help; 

C: the Lord is the one who sustains me. 

P: Save me, O God, by your name; 

C: vindicate me by your might. 

P: Hear my prayer, O God; 

C: listen to the words of my mouth. 

P: I will sacrifice a freewill offering to you; 

C: I will praise your name, O Lord, for it is good. 

P: For he has delivered me from all my troubles, 

C: and my eyes have looked in triumph on my foes. 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning, 

C: is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P: Surely God is my help; 

C: the Lord is the one who sustains me. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE: “We Come to Praise You”   
Copyright 1990 CPH used by permission CCLI #643019 

1. Heavenly Father, we come to praise You, And to say thank You here in our song. 
For all the gifts You give through Your kindness, Showing Your love, forgiving our wrong. 
 

2. Jesus, our Savior, we love and follow, For all the blessings You died to share; 

Life and salvation we have forever, Trusting Your mercy, knowing Your care. 
 

3. Comforting Spirit, move us to worship, Showing Christ’s love in all that we do. 

Help us to serve our brothers and sisters, Knowing the off’ring’s given to You. 
 
 

 



  

COLLECT 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray… 

Keep, we pray you, O Lord, your Church with your perpetual mercy; and because 

without you we cannot but fall, keep us ever by your help from all things hurtful, 

and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation; for you live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS………..Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29; James 5:13-20 

 

GOSPEL LESSON……………………………………….………...Mark 9:38-50 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

THE CREED: The Second Article and Explanation 

All: And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose 

again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

P: What does this mean? 

C: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, 

and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed 

me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from 

death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His 

holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be 

His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting 

righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, 

lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true. 
 

HYMN #857: “Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way” Text copyright 1997 GIA Publications, 

Inc; Music: Public domain; Used by permission ccli #643019 

1. Lord, help us walk Your servant way Wherever love may lead 

And, bending low, forgetting self, Each serve the other’s need. 
 

2. You came to earth, O Christ, as Lord, But pow’r You laid aside. 

You lived Your years in servanthood; In lowliness You died. 
 

3. No golden scepter but a towel You place within the hands  

Of those who seek to follow You And live by Your commands. 
 

4. You bid us bend our human pride Nor count ourselves above 

The lowest place, the meanest task That waits the gift of love. 

5. Lord, help us walk Your servant way Wherever love may lead 

And, bending low, forgetting self, Each serve the other’s need. 

 

SERMON: “Who is for Us” (Mark 9:38-41)  
 



  

OFFERING 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (back cover of Lutheran Service Book) 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

CLOSING HYMN #850: “God of Grace and God of Glory” Text and tune: Public domain 

1 God of grace and God of glory, On Your people pour Your pow'r; 

Crown Your ancient Church’s story; Bring its bud to glorious flow'r. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage For the facing of this hour, 

For the facing of this hour.  
 

2 Lo! the hosts of evil round us Scorn the Christ, assail His ways! 

From the fears that long have bound us Free our hearts to faith and praise. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage For the living of these days, 

For the living of these days. 
 

3 Cure Your children’s warring madness; Bend our pride to Your control; 

Shame our wanton, selfish gladness, Rich in things and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal, 

Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal. 
 

4 Save us from weak resignation To the evils we deplore; 

Let the gift of Your salvation Be our glory evermore. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, Serving You whom we adore, 

Serving You whom we adore. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/POSTLUDE 
+ + + 

 

 
 

 

1. THANK YOU to the Liquor Depot for donating the communion wine. 

 

2. ENDOWMENT- To the Members of St. Paul’s congregation: It’s that time of 

the year again when the church council begins to discuss how to allocate the 

undesignated earnings of the Endowment Fund for 2021. If you have suggestions 

as to how these funds could best be used, please contact a council member. (Keep 

in mind, according to our policy, the proceeds cannot be used for General 

Expenses.) A list of last year’s expenditures can be found in last year’s Annual 

Report. Chairman, Fred Holasek 

 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



  

3. BIDS-The Trustees are now taking bids for Church Grounds keeping, 

Cemetery Groundskeeping, Janitorial services and snow removal. For more 

information talk to a Trustee (Brad Ernst, Dale Klaustermeier, Todd Ruschmeyer) 

 

4. EMAIL DATABASE- We are looking to start an email database of 

congregation members. If you are interested in joining the church's email 

database, please email the church office at stpaulslp@embarqmail.com.  We will 

use this database to communicate future church events and information (such as 

canceled services, etc.). If you submitted your email last year, we still have that 

on file. 
 

5. ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY- Our next highway clean-up date will be Sunday 

October 3rd. EVERYONE 12 and older is welcome to help with this service 

project. We will meet at church at Noon to watch the safety video, then carpool 

out to our clean-up site. There is a permission slip that needs to be filled out by a 

parent if volunteers are between 12 and 17. These will be available for you that 

day. Per MN DOT rules, children under 12 are not allowed to help with ditch 

clean-up. Our back-up date will be Sunday, October 10th. 
 

6. T-SHIRT ORDERS- Forms are now available for the 2021-2022 T-Shirt. 

Orders are open to all congregation members. Please pick up a form from the 

table in the Upper Narthex, or use the form on the website to place your order. 

Forms and money are due by TODAY September 26th. 

 

7. MISSED MEMBER Intervention Program: Our Missed Member Committee is 

now moving forward with the Missed Member Intervention Program. The first 

step is asking members to complete communion attendance cards when they take 

Holy Communion. Simply complete the card in the pew and hand it to the usher 

when you are attending communion. At this time formal communion attendance 

tracking is scheduled to begin in January of 2022. 
 

8. LP SANDWICH MINISTRY is in need of funds. Please consider a gift to 

help keep feeding the poor here in Minnesota. Make checks out to "LP Sandwich 

Ministry" and give it to Jane Holasek or Amanda in the church office. Thank you 
 

 

9. PASTOR/STAFF APPRECIATION- The New Testament honors ministry as 

one of God’s highest callings. 1 Thessalonians 5:13-14 asks church members, “to 

respect those who work hard among you, who are over you in the Lord and who   

admonish you. Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their work.” 

Our Church staff is God’s gift to His people and they are worthy of 

RECOGNITION for their willing and faithful service. The month of OCTOBER 

is your opportunity to give THANKS to God for our Pastor, Administrative 

Assistant, Future DCE, Church Council, Financial Administrator, Music Staff, 

Janitorial, Lawn Service and Snow Removal.  Please join us and shower them 

with cards, notes of encouragement, verbal praises, tokens of appreciation, and 

pray for them daily. -Board of Stewardship 

 



  

10. GREETER SCHEDULE- October 3rd: 1st Service- Don and LaJean Hoof, 

2nd Service- Brett and Darlene Schmidt; October 10th: 1st Service- Larry and 

Jeanette Hoof, 2nd Service- Chuck and Kim Reed; October 17th: 1st Service-Ralph, 

Donna, Kori Machemehl, 2nd Service-Carolyn Toenies; October 24th: 1st Service-

Paul Mohwinkel, 2nd Service- John and Julie Lange; October 31st: 1st Service- 

John and MaryAnn Teubert, 2nd Service-Nick and Karissa Rasset. 

 

11. FREE HAND SANITIZER- A donation of individual bottles of hand 

santizier was received. If you would like a bottle, please take one. They are 

located on the desk in the Upper Narthex. 

 9.  

 

12. SUNDAY SCHOOL-Parents of Sunday School Students! We are planning to 

sing for services this fall. If students have a Sunday School T-shirt, please have 

them wear it when they sing. Grades 1-5: Sunday, Oct. 10; 10:30 service; Grades 

6-8: Sunday, Oct. 17; 8:00 service. Please plan to worship with us! 
 

13. YOUTH NIGHT - The 2nd Sunday of each month from 6:30pm-8:00pm for 

all kids grades 5th-12th.  Meet in the ACT Room.  Join us for Bible study 

followed by food, games, activities, & FUN!  Friends are always 

welcome.  KICKOFF CHALLENGE:  The person who brings the most friends 

along will receive a prize!  See you on October 10th!  

 

 

 

14. LWML SUNDAY- On Sunday, Oct. 3rd, we will observe LWML Sunday.  

This year’s theme is, “Our Hearts in HIS Hand,” based on 1 Peter 4:8. Lutheran 

Women in Mission (LWML) praise the Lord for opportunities to share His 

message and love with people in all walks of life throughout our community and 

the world. Our mission donations currently reach 82 countries around the world!  

We invite you to learn more about the mission and ministry of the LWML. 

 

15. MEETING- St. Paul LWML will meet on Oct. 4th at 7:00 p.m. Ladies, please 

join us for Pastor’s bible study, mite ingathering and Christian fellowship along 

with our regular monthly meeting. October mission donations are designated for 

Food for the Poor. Reminder: All women of St. Paul congregation are invited to 

attend our LWML monthly meetings. We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

 

16. BIRTHDAY- Emmert Schroeder is celebrating his 100th birthday on Friday, 

October 1st. There is a candy treat for you to celebrate his birthday (located on the 

desk in the Upper Narthex). Cards can be sent to: 17980 42nd Street, New 

Germany, MN 55367 

 

17. BULLETIN BOARD- Please see the bulletin board in the Upper Narthex for 

information about local events/activities. 

 

 

YOUTH 

MISC 

LWML 



  

Calendar of Events 

 
 

 

 

Sun. Sept. 26th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

WORSHIP 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP 

Mon. Sept. 27th  Release Time Classes 

Tues. Sept. 28th  Release Time Classes 

Wed. Sept. 29th  Noon 

3:05 p.m. 

 

Deadline for Bulletin 

6th Grade Release Time Classes 

Confirmation Classes 

Sun. Oct. 3rd 

 

 

LWML Sunday 

8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

Noon 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Adopt-a-Highway Ditch Clean-Up 

Memory Verse: 
Mark 10:15~ “Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive 
the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” 


