
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  8:00 a.m. 
                
     Church Staff: 

Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Katie Litzau, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

September 20, 2020  

 Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME 
 

HYMN #423: “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary” Text and music Public Domain 

1. Jesus, refuge of the weary, Blest Redeemer, whom we love, 

Fountain in life’s desert dreary, Savior from the world above: 

Often have Your eyes, offended, Gazed upon the sinner’s fall; 

Yet upon the cross extended, You have borne the pain of all. 
 

2. Do we pass that cross unheeding, Breathing no repentant vow, 

Though we see You wounded, bleeding, See Your thorn encircled brow? 

Yet Your sinless death has brought us Life eternal, peace, and rest; 

Only what Your grace has taught us Calms the sinner’s deep distress. 
 

3. Jesus, may our hearts be burning With more fervent love for You; 

May our eyes be ever turning To behold Your cross anew 

Till in glory, parted never From the blessed Savior’s side, 

Graven in our hearts forever, Dwell the cross, the Crucified. 
 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

CONFESSION 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve your present 

and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 

on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
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ABSOLUTION 

P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.   C: Amen 
 

COLLECT 

Grant, merciful Lord, to your faithful people pardon and peace that they may be 

cleansed from all their sins and serve you with a quiet mind; through Jesus Christ, 

your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING………………………..…………..Isaiah 55:6-9 

 6“Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; 7let 

the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to 

the Lord, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will 

abundantly pardon. 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways 

my ways, declares the Lord. 9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are 

my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

 

EPISTLE………………………..……………………..Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30 

 12I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really 

served to advance the gospel, 13so that it has become known throughout the whole 

imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. 14And most of 

the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much 

more bold to speak the word without fear…  

 19For I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus 

Christ this will turn out my deliverance, 20as it is my eager expectation and hope 

that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ 

will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 21For to me to live is 

Christ, and to die is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for 

me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23I am hard pressed between the two. 

My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24But to remain in 

the flesh is more necessary on your account. 25Convinced of this, I know that I will 

remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in faith, 26so that in me 

you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you 

again. 

 27Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that 

whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing 

firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, 
28and not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of 

their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. 29For it has been granted 

to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer 

for his sake, 30engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I 

still have. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL…………………………………..………..…...Matthew 20:1-16 

 1[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went 

out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the 



laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3And going out about 

the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4and to them he said, 

‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 5So they went. 

Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6And 

about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, 

‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired 

us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 8And when evening came, the 

owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their 

wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 9And when those hired about the 

eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 10Now when those hired first 

came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a 

denarius. 11And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 12saying, 

‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have 

borne that burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of 

them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 
14Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to 

you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you 

begrudge my generosity?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first last. 
 

HYMN #435: “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” (Verses 1-3)  
Text and music Public domain 

1. Come to Calvr’ry’s holy mountain, Sinners, ruined by the fall; 

Here a pure and healing fountain Flows for you, for me, for all, 

In a full, perpetual tide, Opened when our Savior died. 
 

2. Come in poverty and meanness, Come defiled, without, within; 

From infection and uncleanness, From the leprosy of sin, 

Wash your robes and make them white; Ye shall walk with God in light. 
 

3. Come in sorrow and contrition, Wounded, impotent, and blind; 

Here the guilty, free remission, Here the troubled, peace may find. 

Health this fountain will restore; They that drink shall thirst no more. 
 

SERMON “A Lost Opportunity” (Isaiah 55:6-9) 
 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in 

Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 
 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And 

lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

  

HYMN: “My Jesus I Love Thee” Copyright 2000 Word Music, Inc., Used by permission CCLI#643019 

My Jesus, I love Thee; I know Thou art mine. 

For Thee all the follies of sin I resign. 

My gracious Redeemer, my Savior art thou: 

If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, ‘tis now. 
 

I love Thee because Thou hast first loved me, 

And purchased my pardon on Calvary’s tree; 

I love Thee for wearing the thorns on Thy brow: 

If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, ‘tis now. 
 

In mansions of glory and endless delight, 

I’ll ever adore Thee in heaven so bright; 

I’ll sing with the glittering crown on my brow: 

If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, ‘tis now. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

Sun. Sept. 20th  8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

WORSHIP W/ COMMUNION 

Sunday School 

Mon. Sept. 21st Noon Deadline for Lamplighter 

Tues. Sept. 22nd 6:00 p.m. ECFE Class 

Wed. Sept. 23rd Noon 

 

7:00 p.m. 

Deadline for Bulletin 

Confirmation Classes 

8th Grade Confirmation Pictures 

Thur. Sept. 24th 7:00 p.m. Bible Study (in the Sanctuary) 

Sun. Sept. 27th 9:15 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 

WORSHIP W/ CONFIRMATION 

(please note time change) 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Isaiah 55:6 “Seek the Lord while he may be found; 
call upon him while he is near.” 

 



 

 

1. CHANGE OF SCHEDULE- Please note that Sunday, September 27th 

Worship service will be held at 10:00 am (not 8:00 am). This will be our 

Confirmation Service.  

 

2. CONFIRMATION- Next Sunday, September 27th, we will celebrate the Rite 

of Confirmation for our Confirmation class of 2020 (postponed from April 2020). 

Please take some time to pray for this year’s class as they prepare for their 

Confirmation. Class members are: Collyn Catlin, Alexandra Ernst, Joshua 

Hecksel, Alexis Koch, Travis Lueck, Amelia Meyer, Trever Schauer, Owen 

Zebell. 

 

3.  HELP WANTED- It’s once again time for members of St. Paul to step up 

again and say yes when asked to serve on the board. Our nominating committee 

will be contacting members to serve. Please give prayerful consideration and 

agree to serve. Thank You from the Nominating Committee. 

 

4. SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED!- We’re almost there! We are 

still in need of 2 teachers for 6th and 7th grade. Please contact Katie Litzau if you 

are interested or have any questions. 

 

5. ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY- Our next Adopt-a-Highway Ditch clean-up will take 

place on Sunday, October 4th.  Our back-up date will be Sunday, October 11th. 

EVERYONE 12 and older is welcome to help with this service project. We will 

meet at church at 12:30 pm that day to watch the safety video, then carpool out to 

our clean-up site. There is a new permission slip that needs to be filled out if 

volunteers are between 12 and 17. These will be available for you that day. Per 

MN Department of Transportation rules, children under 12 are not allowed to help 

with ditch clean-up. 

 

6. FILL THE TRUNK- On the first three Sundays in October, before and after 

Church Services, Stewardship will be hosting a food drive for the McLeod 

County Food Shelf. You will find them with their trunk open in the church 

parking lot, to fill with your donations. The food shelf needs: snacks, crackers, 

refried beans, canned beans for soups and chili, cereal, personal care items (soaps, 

tissues, etc.) salad dressings, spices, seasonings, whole grains (barley, oatmeal 

etc.) cream soups (not mushroom), let’s fill the trunk! 
  
7. MASKS-In compliance with Executive Order 20-81 issued by Governor Walz 

on July 22nd, we ask that you wear a mask in the church building for church 

services and any time you need to enter. If you need a mask, there are some 

available for you. They are located near each main entrance.  

 

8. LWML is currently collecting backpacks for Orphan Grain Train School Kits. 

If you wish to donate new or slightly used backpacks, place them in plastic bin at 

church in entryway. Thank you! 

 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



9. CHURCH OFFICES- The church building will continue to remain closed 

during the week. We will maintain normal office hours and our staff can be 

reached by phone or email. For spiritual guidance, counseling, or in the event of 

an emergency, face-to-face meetings will be arranged. If you would like to 

receive communion during the week, please contact Pastor Nelson. 

 

10. COVID POLICY UPDATES- We have made some updates to our COVID-

19 Policy. You can find this policy on our church website (www.stpaullp.org) or 

posted in the church building. 

 

 

 

11. ACT YOUTH GROUP- ACT (grades 9-12) will meet TONIGHT. We will 

meet outside around the fire. Dress for the weather and bring a chair. 
 
 

12. SUNDAY SCHOOL will begin TODAY from 9:15-9:45 a.m.! Please 

remember when picking up your child to wait OUTSIDE in the parking lot.  
 

 

13. BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION- The family of Emmert Schroeder would like 

your help to celebrate his "99th" birthday on Thursday Oct. 1st.  We would really 

appreciate any cards you could send to him at home on the farm.   

Emmert Schroeder 17980 42nd Street New Germany Minn 55367 

YOUTH 

MISC 


