
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  9:00 a.m. 
                
     Church Staff: 

Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Katie Litzau, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

September 13, 2020  

 Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 

“Here I Am to Worship” Copyright 2000 Thankyou Music. CCLI #643019 
1. Light of the world You stepped down into darkness, Opened my eyes let me see  

Beauty that made this heart adore You, Hope of a life spent with You 
 

Chorus: So here I am to worship,  Here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that You’re my God And You’re altogether lovely,  

Altogether worthy Altogether wonderful to me 
 

2. King of all days oh so highly exalted, Glorious in heaven above 

Humbly You came to the earth You created All for love’s sake became poor 
 

And I’ll never know how much it cost, To see my sin upon that cross 

And I’ll never know how much it cost, To see my sin upon that cross       Chorus 
 

 

“10,000 Reasons” Copyright 2011 Shout! Publishing (ASCAP), Said and Done Music (ASCAP) and Thankyou 

Music (PRS). Used by permission CCLI# 643019 
 

Chorus: Bless the Lord, O my soul, O…my soul;  Worship His holy name. 

Sing like never before, O my soul; I’ll worship Your holy name. 
 

1. The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning. It’s time to sing Your song again. 

Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me, 

Let me be singing when the evening comes.  Chorus 
 

You’re rich in love and You’re slow to anger.  

Your name is great and Your heart is kind. 

For all Your goodness, I will keep on singing; 

Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. Chorus 
 

And on that day, when my strength is failing, 

The end draws near, and my time has come; 

Still my soul will sing Your praise unending. 

Ten thousand years, and then forevermore! Chorus Twice 

 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME 
 

 

 

 

 

Phone: 320-395-2573 

Fax:  320-395-2037 
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SONG: “Confidence” Copyright 2018 Caelum Terra Music, Bluehouse, So Essential Tunes, EGH Music 

Publishing, Be Essential Songs,1978 Music, Wordsping Music and Eyes Up Songs, Caelum Terra Music, Bluehouse, So 
Essential Tunes, EGH Music Publishing, Be Essential Songs and 1978 Music Admin. At EssentialMusicPublishing.com 

Used by permission CCLI# 643019 

1: I’m not a warrior; I’m too afraid to lose. 

I feel unqualified for what You’re calling me to. 

But Lord, with Your strength, I’ve got no excuse, 

‘cause broken people are exactly who You use. 
 

Chorus: So, give me faith like Daniel in the lion’s den. 

Give me hope like Moses in the wilderness. 

Give me a heart like David, Lord, be my defense 

So I can face my giants with confidence. 
 

2: You took a shepherd boy and made him a king, 

So I’m goona trust You and give You everything. 

I’ll be a conqueror, ‘cause You fight for me. 

I’ll be a champion, claiming Your victory. Chorus 
 

Interlude: I’m gonna sing and shout and shake the walls, 

Won’t stop until I see ‘em fall. 

Gonna stand up, step out when You call, Jesus, Jesus. 

I’m gonna sing and shout and shake the walls, 

Won’t stop until I see ‘em fall. 

Gonna stand up, step out when You call, Jesus, Jesus. Chorus Twice 

I’ll face my giants with confidence. 
 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

CONFESSION 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve your present 

and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 

on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION 

P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.   C: Amen 
 

 



COLLECT 
Lord of all power and might, Author and Giver of all good things, graft in our hearts 

the love of your name, increase in us true religion, nourish us with all goodness, and 

bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: ………………………..……Genesis 50:15-21 

 15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It 

may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to 

him.” 16So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your Father gave this 

command before he died, 17’Say to Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of 

your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.’ And now, please forgive 

the transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when 

they spoke to him. 18His brothers also came and fell down before him and said, 

“Behold, we are your servants.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I 

in the place of God? 20As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for 

good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 
21So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted 

them and spoke kindly to them. 
 

EPISTLE…………………………………………………………Romans 14:1-12 

 1As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over 

opinions. 2One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats 

only vegetables. 3Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not 

the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed 

him. 4Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own 

mater that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make 

him stand. 

 5One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems 

all days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6The one who 

observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor 

of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in 

honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7For none of us lives to himself, and 

none of us dies to himself. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to 

the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to 

this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of 

the living.  

 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise 

your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; 11for it is 

written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue 

shall confess to God.” 12So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL………………………………………..……...Matthew 18:21-35 

 21Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin 

against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “I do 

not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven. 

 23”Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished 

to settle accounts with his servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to 

him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25And since he could not pay, his master 



ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment 

to be mad. 26So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with 

me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the master of that 

servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28But when that same servant went 

out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and 

seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29So his fellow 

servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay 

you.’ 30He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 
31When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, 

and they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. 32Then his master 

summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt 

because you pleaded with me. 33And should not you have had mercy on your fellow 

servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his master delivered him to the 

jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35So also my heavenly Father will do to 

every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother form your heart.” 
 

SONG: “This is Amazing Grace” Copyright 2013 Sing My Song,s (Seems Like Music), Phil Wickham 

Music), WB Music Corp, Josh’s Music, FBR Music, and Bethel Church of Redding. Used by permission CCLI #643019 

Who breaks the power of sin and darkness?  

Whose love is mighty and so much stronger? 

The King of glory, the King above all kings. 

Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder 

And leaves us breathless in awe and wonder? 

The King of glory, the King above all kings. 
 

Refrain: This is amazing grace, this is unfailing love, 

That You would take my place, that You would bear my cross. 

You laid down Your life that I would be set free. 

Oh, Jesus, I sing for all that You’ve done for me. 
 

Who brings our chaos back into order? Who makes the orphan a son and daughter? 

The King of glory, the King of glory. Who rules the nations with truth and justice, 

Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance?  

The King of glory, the King above all kings.  Refrain 
 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain. 

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave. (3 times) 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain. Worthy, worthy, worthy! Refrain 
 

SERMON “The Weak and the Strong” (Romans 14:1-12) 
 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in 

Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 



saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 
 

INSTALLATION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL STAFF 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And 

lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION  
 

SONG: “Give Thanks” Copyright 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music/ASCAP c/o 

Integrity media, Inc. Used by permission 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, Give thanks to the Holy One,  

Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ His Son. 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, Give thanks to the Holy One, 

Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ His son. 

And now let the weak say “I am strong,” 

Let the poor say “I am rich,” Because of what the Lord has done for us. 

Give thanks, give thanks. 

 
+ + +  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

Sun. Sept. 13th 9:00 a.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE 

ACT Youth Group 

Mon. Sept. 14th  

7:00 p.m. 

8:00 p.m. 

Release Time Classes Begin 

LWML Meeting (In parking Lot) 

Council Meeting 

Wed. Sept. 16th Noon 

 

Deadline for Bulletin 

Confirmation Classes 

Thurs. Sept. 17th 7:00 p.m. Bible Study (in the Sanctuary) 

Sun. Sept. 20th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

WORSHIP W/ COMMUNION 

Sunday School Classes 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Isaiah 55:6 “Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon 
him while he is near.” 

 



 

 

1.  HELP WANTED- It’s once again time for members of St. Paul to step up 

again and say yes when asked to serve on the board. Our nominating committee 

will be contacting members to serve. Please give prayerful consideration and 

agree to serve. Thank You from the Nominating Committee. 

 

2. CHANGE OF SCHEDULE- Please note that Sunday, September 27th 

Worship service will be held at 10:00 am (not 8:00 am). This will be our 

Confirmation Service.  
 

3. SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED!- We need 4 more people to say 

yes to being a part of our Sunday School staff! Sunday School will run for 30 

minutes each Sunday (9:15-9:45) for grades 1-8. Each teacher is only responsible 

for ONE GRADE in ONE ROOM and we are still trying to make it so that each 

teacher is able to alternate their weeks of teaching (so the commitment is NOT 

every week).  We have openings in grades 1-7. Sunday School is not possible 

without you--if you are interested, or have questions, let Katie Litzau know 

ASAP! 
 

4. MASKS-In compliance with Executive Order 20-81 issued by Governor Walz 

on July 22nd, we ask that you wear a mask in the church building for church 

services and any time you need to enter. If you need a mask, there are some 

available for you. They are located near each main entrance.  
 

5. CHURCH OFFICES- The church building will continue to remain closed 

during the week. We will maintain normal office hours and our staff can be 

reached by phone or email. For spiritual guidance, counseling, or in the event of 

an emergency, face-to-face meetings will be arranged. If you would like to 

receive communion during the week, please contact Pastor Nelson. 
 

6. BIBLE STUDY- The prophet Habakkuk has serious objections.  How does 

God reply? What is Habakkuk’s message for a faithless people?  Join us for our 

next Bible study on Thursday evenings at 7:00 p.m. and find out. This will be held 

in the church Sanctuary (following social distancing/mask policies). This month, 

Bible Study will continue on Thursdays in September. This bible study will also 

be live-streamed on our church website, with the study guide also available there. 
 

7. LWML is currently collecting backpacks for Orphan Grain Train School Kits. 

If you wish to donate new or slightly used backpacks, place them in plastic bin at 

church in entryway. Thank you! 

 

8. LWML NEWS: The Great MN South District Mission Get-Together will 

be held on Oct. 10th at Mayer Lutheran High School. This is an all day Mission 

Rally beginning at 9:00 a.m. which includes speakers, worship service, silent 

auction and  lunch.  Cost is $30. Registration is due on Sept. 19th and must be 

done on-line at mnslwml.org. Social distancing and mask wearing are required. 

For more information contact Tracy Jackson or Linda Mensing. 

 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



9. LWML will meet on Monday, September 14, at 7:00 p.m. in the east parking 

lot at church. Please bring a chair. Masks are required. Margie will have a 

devotion followed by the meeting. No food will be served.  
 

 

 

10. ACT YOUTH GROUP- ACT (grades 9-12) will meet OUTSIDE TODAY 

Sunday, September 13th, from 6:00-8:00 pm. Be sure to bring a chair to sit in! If 

weather is not favorable, we will meet inside following social distancing 

guidelines. 
 

11. SUNDAY SCHOOL will begin next Sunday, September 20th, from 9:15-9:45 

a.m. If you have not registered your child for Sunday School, please visit our 

website or Facebook page to find the registration link. We are asking each to 

family to pre-register their children so that we know how many kids to expect. 
 

12. RELEASE TIME will begin tomorrow, September 14th, for 2nd and 3rd grade, 

and continue on Tuesday for Grades 4th and 5th.  Please remember this is a virtual 

class.  
 

 

 

September Service Schedule: 
Sunday, September 20: 8:00 AM Worship with Communion 

  9:15 AM Sunday School Begins  

Sunday, September 27: 10:00 AM Worship with Confirmation (Please note time 

change) 

     9:15 AM Sunday School 

 

 

 

YOUTH 

Acknowledgement: 

+ Memorials for Val Landin were received in the amount $15.00 for the 

General Fund and $10.00 for the Organ Fund. 

+ A memorial for Mark Hagman was received for $10.00 for the Parking 

Lot. 


