
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  9:00 a.m. 
                
     Church Staff: 

Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Katie Litzau, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

August 30, 2020  

 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Holy Communion 
 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME 
 

HYMN #702: “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” (Verses 1,2,3) Text and Music Public Domain;  

1. My faith looks up to Thee, Thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine. 

Now hear my while I pray; Take all my guilt away;  

O let me from this day, Be wholly Thine! 
 

2. May Thy rich grace impart Strength to my fainting heart; My zeal inspire! 

As Thou hast died for me, Oh, may my love to Thee 

Pure, warm, and changeless be, A living fire! 
 

3. While life’s dark maze I tread And griefs around me spread, Be Thou my guide; 

Bid darkness turn to day, Wipe sorrow’s tears away, 

Nor let me ever stray From thee aside. 
 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

CONFESSION 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve your present 

and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 

on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION 

P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.   C: Amen 
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COLLECT 
Merciful Father, since you have given your only Son as the sacrifice for our sin, also 

give us grace to receive with thanksgiving the fruits of his redeeming work and daily 

follow in his way; through your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING……………………………..Jeremiah 15:15-21 

 15O Lord, you know; remember me and visit me, and take vengeance for me 

on my persecutors. In your forbearance take me not away; know that for your sake 

I bear reproach. 16Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became 

to me a joy and the delight of my heart, for I am called by your name, O Lord, God 

of hosts. 17I did not sit in the company of revelers, nor did I rejoice; I sat alone, 

because your hand was upon me, for you had filled me with indignation. 18Why is 

my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? Will you be to me 

like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail? 

 19Therefore thus says the Lord: “If you return, I will restore you, and you 

shall stand before me. If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you 

shall be as my mouth. They shall be as my mouth. They shall turn to you, but you 

shall not turn to them. 20And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of 

bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you, for I am 

with you to save you and deliver you, declares the Lord. 21I will deliver you out of 

the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.” 

 

EPISTLE………………………………………..………………..Romans 12:9-21 

 9Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10Love 

one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another I showing honor. 11Do not 

be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient 

in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek 

to show hospitality. 

 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15rejoice with 

those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another. 

Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be conceited. 17Repay no 

one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 18If 

possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never 

avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is 

mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed 

him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap 

burning coals on his head.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 

good. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL…………………………………..…………...Matthew 16:21-28 

 21From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 

Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and 

be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside an began to 

rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 
23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me Satan! You are a hindrance to 

me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of 

man.” 



 24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him 

deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25For whoever would save his 

life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 26For what will 

it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his life? Or what shall a man 

give in return for his life? 27For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in 

the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person according to what he has 

done. 28Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death 

until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
 

HYMN #696: “O God, My Faithful God” (Verses 1,2,4)Text and Music Public Domain;  

1. O God, my faithful God, True fountain ever flowing, Without whom nothing is, 

All perfect gifts bestowing: Give me a healthy frame, And may I have within 

A conscience free from blame, A soul unstained by sin. 
 

2. Grant me the strength to do With ready heart and willing  

Whatever You command, My calling here fulfilling; That I do what I should 
While trusting You to bless The outcome for my good, For You must give success. 
 

4. Lord, let me win my foes With kindly words and actions,  

And let me find good friends For counsel and correction.  

Help me, as You have taught, To love both great and small  

And by Your Spirit’s might To live in peace with all. 
 

SERMON “Genuine Love” (Romans 12:9-21) 
 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in 

Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And 

lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION  
 

 



HYMN #851: “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us” (Verses 1,4) 
 Text and tune: Public Domain 
 

1. Lord of glory, You have bought us With Your lifeblood as the price, 

Never grudging for the lost ones That tremendous sacrifice; 

And with that have freely given Blessings countless as the sand 

To the unthankful and the evil With Your own unsparing hand. 
 

4. Lord of glory, You have bought us With Your lifeblood as the price, 

Never grudging for the lost ones That tremendous sacrifice. 

Give us faith to trust You boldly, Hope, to stay our souls on You; 

But, oh, best of all Your graces, With Your love our love renew. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

1.  HELP WANTED- It’s once again time for members of St. Paul to step up 

again and say yes when asked to serve on the board. Our nominating committee 

will be contacting members to serve. Please give prayerful consideration and 

agree to serve. Thank You from the Nominating Committee. 
 

2. SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED!- We need 10 more people to 

say yes to being a part of our Sunday School staff! Sunday School will run for 30 

minutes each Sunday (9:15-9:45) for grades 1-8. Each teacher is only responsible 

for ONE GRADE in ONE ROOM and we are still trying to make it so that each 

teacher is able to alternate their weeks of teaching (so the commitment is NOT 

Sun. Aug. 30th 9:00 a.m. WORSHIP W/ COMMUNION 

Camp Omega Door Offering 

Wed. Sept. 2nd Noon 

 

7:30 p.m. 

Deadline for Bulletin 

8th Grade Confirmation Class 

6th/7th Grade Confirmation Parent and 

Student Meeting 

Thur. Sept. 3rd 7:00 p.m. Bible Study (in the Sanctuary) 

Sun. Sept. 6th  

9:00 a.m. 

NO SERVICE AT ST. PAUL 

Joint Service at St. Peter 

Mon. Sept. 7th  Offices Closed 

Wed. Sept. 9th Noon 

 

Deadline for Bulletin 

Confirmation Classes 

Thurs. Sept. 10th 7:00 p.m. Bible Study (in the Sanctuary) 

Sun. Sept. 16th 9:00 a.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE 

ACT Youth Group 

MEMORY VERSE: 
Romans 10:17 “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the 
word of Christ.”  

 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



every week).  We have openings in grades 1-7. Sunday School is not possible 

without you--if you are interested, or have questions, let Katie Litzau know 

ASAP! 
 

3. INSTALLATION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS will take place 

Sunday, September 13th at our 9:00 a.m. outdoor service.  
 

4. MASKS-In compliance with Executive Order 20-81 issued by Governor Walz 

on July 22nd, we ask that you wear a mask in the church building for church 

services and any time you need to enter. If you need a mask, there are some 

available for you. They are located near each main entrance.  
 

5. CHURCH OFFICES- The church building will continue to remain closed 

during the week. We will maintain normal office hours and our staff can be 

reached by phone or email. For spiritual guidance, counseling, or in the event of 

an emergency, face-to-face meetings will be arranged. If you would like to 

receive communion during the week, please contact Pastor Nelson. 
 

6. BIBLE STUDY- The prophet Habakkuk has serious objections.  How does 

God reply? What is Habakkuk’s message for a faithless people?  Join us for our 

next  Bible study on Thursday evenings at 7:00 p.m. and find out. This will be 

held in the church Sanctuary (following social distancing/mask policies). This 

month, Bible Study will be continue on Thursdays in September. This bible study 

will also be live-streamed on our church website. 
 

7. LWML is currently collecting backpacks for Orphan Grain Train School Kits. 

If you wish to donate new or slightly used backpacks, place them in plastic bin at 

church in entryway. Thank you! 
 

 

 

8. ACT YOUTH GROUP- ACT (grades 9-12) will meet OUTSIDE on Sunday, 

September 13th from 6:00-8:00 pm. Be sure to bring a chair to sit in! If weather is 

not favorable, we will meet inside following social distancing guidelines. 
 

9. SUNDAY SCHOOL- At this time, we are moving forward with resuming 

Sunday School this fall! However, there will be some restrictions put in place to 

accommodate for social distancing and safety for all. feel free to contact DCE 

Katie Litzau with any questions you may have.  New Start Date & Time— 

Sunday School will begin on Sunday, September 20th from 9:15-9:45 am. Sunday 

School will continue to run for 30-minutes each Sunday until further notice. 

Registration—We have moved to an online registration/emergency form. Please 

go to our church website or church Facebook page to click on the link directly to 

fill out the google registration form. More information was emailed to all current 

Sunday School families and will be printed in the September Lamplighter. 
 

10. RELEASE TIME- We have been in contact with the Lester Prairie Public 

School and at this time, Release Time will, again, be offered during the school 

day for students in grades 2-5. Students will be picked-up from their classroom at 

school and will walk with DCE Katie Litzau to church for class one day each 

week. Due to school restrictions this year at the open house, there will NOT be a 

YOUTH 



Release Time table there for registration. If you would like to register your 

child(ren) for Release Time this year, please go to our church website or church 

Facebook page for the link to take you to the google registration form. This 

registration form MUST BE FILLED OUT BEFORE the first day of class in 

order for the school to release your child from the classroom for Release Time. 

More information is in the September Lamplighter and was emailed to all current 

Release Time families. 
 

11. CONFIRMATION -There will be a 6th/7th Grade Confirmation Meeting for 

STUDENTS AND PARENTS on Wednesday, September 2nd at 7:30 pm in the 

church basement (please remember that masks are required while in the building). 

This meeting is very important and will cover a variety of things to expect over 

the course of the year. If you absolutely are unable to make this meeting you must 

schedule a time to meet with DCE Katie Litzau before you are able to attend 

class. In order to ensure social distancing, we are asking that only ONE parent 

attend with each student.  

 

 

 
 

September Service Schedule: 
Sunday, September 6: No worship at St. Paul, 9:00 AM Joint worship at St. Peter 

Sunday, September 13: 9:00 AM Outdoor Worship with Praise Team,  

Rally Sunday, Installation of Sunday School Teachers 

Sunday, September 20: 8:00 AM Worship with Communion 

  9:15 AM Sunday School Begins  

Sunday, September 27: 8:00 AM Worship with Confirmation 

     9:15 AM Sunday School 

At this time, we will continue with one service per Sunday. This service will be at 

8:00 AM, starting on Sunday, September 20th and continuing until further notice. 

 


