
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  9:00 a.m. 

 
                

     Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Katie Litzau, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

August 23, 2020  

 Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

Holy Communion 
 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME 

 

HYMN #869: “With the Lord Begin Your Task” (Verses 1,3,5) 
Music Public Domain; Text Copyright 1941 Concordia Publishing House Used by permission CCLI #643019 
1. With the Lord begin your task; Jesus will direct it. For His aid and counsel ask; 

Jesus will perfect it. Ev’ry morn with Jesus rise, And when day is ended, 

In His name then close your eyes; Be to Him commended. 
 

3. With your Savior at your side, Foes need not alarm you; In His promises confide, 

And no ill can harm you. All your trust and hope repose In the mighty Master, 

Who in wisdom truly knows How to stem disaster. 
 

5. Thus, Lord Jesus, ev’ry task Be to You commended; May Your will be done,  

I ask, Until life is ended. Jesus, in Your name begun Be the day’s endeavor; 

Grant that it may well be done To Your praise forever. 

 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

CONFESSION 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve your present 

and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 

on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
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ABSOLUTION 

P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.   C: Amen 
 

COLLECT 
Almighty and everlasting God, always more ready to hear than we to pray and always 

ready to give more than we either desire or deserve, pour down on us the abundance 

of your mercy, forgiving us the things of which our conscience is afraid and giving us 

the good things we are not worthy to ask but through the merits and meditation of 

Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON………………………..…………..Isaiah 51:1-6 

 1“Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the Lord: look 

to the rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
2Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when 

I called him, that I might bless him and multiply him. 3For the Lord comforts Zion; 

he comforts all her waste places and makes her wilderness like Eden, her desert like 

the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the 

voice of song. 4“Give attention to me, my people, and give ear to me, my nation; 

for a law will go out from me, and I will set my justice for a light to the peoples. 
5My righteousness draws near, my salvation has gone out, and my arms will judge 

the peoples; the coastlands hope for me, and for my arm they wait. 6Lift up your 

eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens vanish like 

smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and they who dwell in it will die in 

like manner; but my salvation will be forever, and my righteousness will never be 

dismayed.” 

 

EPISTLE………………………………………….…………..Romans 11:33-12:8 

 33Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 

unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 34“For who has 

known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?” 35“Or who has given 

a gift to him that he might be repaid?” 36For from him and through him and to him 

are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. 12:1I appeal to you therefore, brothers, 

by the mercies of God, to present our bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 

acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 

discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

 3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of 

himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each 

according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we 

have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, 5so we, 

though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 
6Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if 

prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7if service, in our serving,; the one who 

teaches, in his teaching; 8the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who 



contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of 

mercy, with cheerfulness. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL………………………………………..……...Matthew 16:13-20 

 13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 

disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say 

John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.” 
15He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter replied, “You 

are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are 

you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 

Father who is in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build 

my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19I will give you the 

keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in 

heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he 

strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ. 
 

HYMN #857: “Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way” (Verses 1,4,5) 
Music Public Domain; Text Copyright 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission CCLI #643019 

1. Lord, help us walk Your servant way Wherever love may lead 

And bending low, forgetting self, Each serve the other’s need. 
 

4. You bid us bend our human pride Nor count ourselves above 

The lowest place, the meanest task That waits the gift of love. 
 

5. Lord, help us walk Your servant way Wherever love may lead 

And, bending low, for getting self, Each serve the other’s need. 
 

SERMON “Living Sacrifice” (Romans 12:1-8) 
 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in 

Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And 

lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 



BENEDICTION  
 

HYMN #783: “Take My Life and Let It Be” (Verses 1, 2, 4, 5) 
 Text and music: Public Domain 

1. Take my life and let it be Consecrated Lord, to Thee; 

Take my moments and my days, Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 

2. Take my hands and let them move At the impulse of Thy love; 

Take my feet and let them be Swift and beautiful for Thee. 
 

4. Take my silver and my gold, Not a mite would I withhold; 

Take my intellect and use Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose. 
 

5. Take my will and make it Thine, It shall be no longer mine; 

Take my heart, it is Thine own, It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

 

1.  HELP WANTED- It’s once again time for members of St. Paul to step up 

again and say yes when asked to serve on the board. Our nominating committee 

will be contacting members to serve. Please give prayerful consideration and 

agree to serve. Thank You from the Nominating Committee. 
 

2. MASKS-In compliance with Executive Order 20-81 issued by Governor Walz 

on July 22nd, we ask that you wear a mask in the church building for church 

services and any time you need to enter. If you need a mask, there are some 

available for you. They are located near each main entrance. If you make masks, 

and would like to donate some to church, please contact the church office. Thank 

you to those that have already donated masks for our members to use. 
 

Sun. Aug. 23rd 9:00 a.m. WORSHIP W/ COMMUNION 

Wed. Aug. 26th Noon 

7:00 p.m. 

Deadline for Bulletin 

8th Grade Confirmation Parent and 

Student Meeting 

Thur. Aug 27th 7:00 p.m. Bible Study 

Sun. Aug. 30th 9:00 a.m. WORSHIP W/ COMMUNION 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Romans 10:17 “So faith comes from hearing, and 
hearing through the word of Christ.”  

 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



3. MEALS NEEDED- Helping Hands has set up an account on the website 

“Take Them a Meal” where people may sign up to provide Mary Ann and John 

Teubert a meal while they mend. To sign up go to the website: 

https://takethemameal.com/ , Recipient last name: Teubert, Password: 2573. Or you 

may call April Lee (612-248-0304) or LaJean Hoof (320-395-2615) to sign up as 

well. 
 

4. CHURCH OFFICES- The church building will continue to remain closed 

during the week. We will maintain normal office hours and our staff can be 

reached by phone or email. For spiritual guidance, counseling, or in the event of 

an emergency, face-to-face meetings will be arranged. If you would like to 

receive communion during the week, please contact Pastor Nelson. 
 

5. BIBLE STUDY- The prophet Habakkuk has serious objections.  How does 

God reply? What is Habakkuk’s message for a faithless people?  Join us for our 

next  Bible study on Thursday evenings at 7:00 p.m. and find out. This will be 

held in the church Sanctuary (following social distancing/mask policies). This 

month, Bible Study will be held August 27th. This bible study will also be live-

streamed on our church website. 
 

6. LWML is currently collecting backpacks for Orphan Grain Train School Kits. 

If you wish to donate new or slightly used backpacks, place them in plastic bin at 

church in entryway. Thank you! 
 

7. THANK YOU for your donation of 40 pounds of food and $6.00 to the 

McLeod Emergency Food Shelf. Your kindness and generosity is sincerely 

appreciated. 
 

 

8. 8TH GRADE CONFIRMATION meeting will take place on Wednesday, 

August 26th at 7:00 pm. This is for all incoming 8th graders and their parents.  
 

9. ACT YOUTH GROUP- ACT (grades 9-12) will meet OUTSIDE on Sunday, 

September 13th from 6:00-8:00 pm. Be sure to bring a chair to sit in! If weather is 

not favorable, we will meet inside following social distancing guidelines. 

 

 

10. SUNDAY SCHOOL- At this time, we are moving forward with resuming 

Sunday School this fall! However, there will be some restrictions put in place to 

accommodate for social distancing and safety for all. feel free to contact DCE 

Katie Litzau with any questions you may have.  New Start Date & Time— 

Sunday School will begin on Sunday, September 20th from 9:15-9:45 am. Sunday 

School will continue to run for 30-minutes each Sunday until further notice. 

Registration—We have moved to an online registration/emergency form. Please 

go to our church website or church Facebook page to click on the link directly to 

fill out the google registration form. More information will be emailed to all 

current Sunday School families and will be printed in the September Lamplighter. 
 

11. RELEASE TIME- We have been in contact with the Lester Prairie Public 

School and at this time, Release Time will, again, be offered during the school 

YOUTH 

https://takethemameal.com/


day for students in grades 2-5. Students will be picked-up from their classroom at 

school and will walk with DCE Katie Litzau to church for class one day each 

week. Due to school restrictions this year at the open house, there will NOT be a 

Release Time table there for registration. If you would like to register your 

child(ren) for Release Time this year, please go to our church website or church 

Facebook page for the link to take you to the google registration form. This 

registration form MUST BE FILLED OUT BEFORE the first day of class in 

order for the school to release your child from the classroom for Release Time. 

More information is in the September Lamplighter and will be emailed to all 

current Release Time families. 
 

12. CONFIRMATION -There will be a 6th/7th Grade Confirmation Meeting for 

STUDENTS AND PARENTS on Wednesday, September 2nd at 7:30 pm in the 

church basement (please remember that masks are required while in the building). 

This meeting is very important and will cover a variety of things to expect over 

the course of the year. If you absolutely are unable to make this meeting you must 

schedule a time to meet with DCE Katie Litzau before you are able to attend 

class. In order to ensure social distancing, we are asking that only ONE parent 

attend with each student.  
 

13. ACOLYTES– We will NOT be scheduling Acolytes for the remainder of 

2020. Please watch for future updates regarding 2021. 
 

 

September Service Schedule: 
Sunday, September 6: No worship at St. Paul, 9:00 AM Joint worship at St. Peter 

Sunday, September 13: 9:00 AM Outdoor Worship with Praise Team,  

Rally Sunday, Installation of Sunday School Teachers 

Sunday, September 20: 8:00 AM Worship with Communion 

  9:15 AM Sunday School Begins  

Sunday, September 27: 8:00 AM Worship with Communion 

     9:15 AM Sunday School 

  

At this time, we will continue with one service per Sunday. This service will be at 

8:00 AM, starting on Sunday, September 20th and continuing until further notice. 

 

 


