
  

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  8:00 & 9:30 a.m. 
 
 

 Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

 August 22, 2021       

    Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

 

HYMN #696: “O God, My Faithful God” Text and music: Public domain 

1 O God, my faithful God, True fountain ever flowing, 

Without whom nothing is, All perfect gifts bestowing: 

Give me a healthy frame, And may I have within 

A conscience free from blame, A soul unstained by sin. 

 

2 Grant me the strength to do With ready heart and willing 

Whatever You command, My calling here fulfilling; 

That I do what I should While trusting You to bless 

The outcome for my good, For You must give success. 

 

3 Keep me from saying words That later need recalling; 

Guard me lest idle speech May from my lips be falling; 

But when within my place I must and ought to speak, 

Then to my words give grace Lest I offend the weak. 

 

4 Lord, let me win my foes With kindly words and actions, 

And let me find good friends For counsel and correction. 

Help me, as You have taught, To love both great and small 

And by Your Spirit's might To live in peace with all. 

 

5 Let me depart this life Confiding in my Savior; 

By grace receive my soul That it may live forever; 

And let my body have A quiet resting place 

Within a Christian grave; And let it sleep in peace. 

 

6 And on that final day When all the dead are waking, 

Stretch out Your mighty hand, My deathly slumber breaking. 

Then let me hear Your voice, Redeem this earthly frame, 

And bid me to rejoice With those who love Your name. 
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INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.    

C: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION 

P: What is Confession? 

C: Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that 

we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God 

Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven 

before God in Heaven. 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto you that 

we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against you by thought, 

word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy, seeking and 

imploring your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C: O Most merciful God, who has given your only begotten Son to die for us, 

have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins, and by 

the Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of you and of your will and true 

obedience to your Word, to the end that by your grace we may come to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 

 

ABSOLUTION 

P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake 

forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of the Word I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 

 

INTROIT 

P: The eyes of all look to you, 

C: and you give them their food at the proper time. 

P: Fear the Lord, you his saints, 

C: for those who fear him lack nothing. 

P: The lions may grow weak and hungry, 

C: but those who seek the Lord lack no good thing. 

P: Come, my children, listen to me; 

C: I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 

P: Turn from evil and do good; 

C: seek peace and pursue it. 

P: The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous 

C: and his ears are attentive to their cry. 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C: and to the Holy Spirit 

P: as it was in the beginning, 

C: is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P: The eyes of all look to you, 

C: and you give them their food at the proper time. 



  

 
HYMN OF PRAISE: “We Come to Praise You”   
Copyright 1990 CPH used by permission CCLI #643019 

1. Heavenly Father, we come to praise You,  

And to say thank You here in our song. 

For all the gifts You give through Your kindness,  

Showing Your love, forgiving our wrong. 
 

2. Jesus, our Savior, we love and follow, For all the blessings You died to share; 

Life and salvation we have forever, Trusting Your mercy, knowing Your care. 
 

3. Comforting Spirit, move us to worship, Showing Christ’s love in all that we do. 

Help us to serve our brothers and sisters, Knowing the off’ring’s given to You. 

 

COLLECT 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray… 

Merciful Father, since you have given your only Son as the sacrifice for our sin, 

also give us grace to receive with thanksgiving the fruits of his redeeming work 

and daily follow in his way; through your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS……………………..Isaiah 29:11-19, Ephesians 5:22-33 

 

GOSPEL LESSON…………………………………………...Mark 7:1-13 

 

THE CREED: The Second Article and Explanation 

All: And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose 

again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

P: What does this mean? 

C: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, 

and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed 

me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from 

death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His 

holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be 

His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting 

righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, 

lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true. 

 

HYMN #804: “O Worship the King” Text and music: Public domain 

1 O worship the King, all-glorious above, 

O gratefully sing His pow’r and His love: 

Our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 

Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 



  

 

2 O tell of His might O sing of His grace, 

Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 

And dark is His path on the wings of the storm. 

 

3. This earth, with its store of wonders untold, 

Almighty, Thy pow’r hath founded of old, 

Established it fast by a changeless decree, 

And round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 

 

4. Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite? 

It breathes in the air, it shines in the light, 

It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 

And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

 

5. Frail children of dust and feeble as frail, 

In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail. 

Thy mercies, how tender, how firm to the end, 

Our maker, defender, redeemer, and friend! 

 

5 O measureless Might, ineffable Love, 

While angels delight to hymn Thee above, 

Thy humbler creation, though feeble their lays, 

With true adoration shall sing to Thy praise! 

 

SERMON: “Rituals and Traditions” (Mark 7:1-7)  

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (back cover of Lutheran Service Book) 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

CLOSING HYMN #644: “The Church’s One Foundation” Text and music: Public domain 

1. The Church’s one foundation Is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 

She is His new creation By water and the Word. 

From heav’n he came and sought her To be His holy bride; 

With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died. 

 

2. Elect from ev’ry nation, yet one o’er all the earth; 

Her charter of salvation: One Lord, one faith, one birth. 

One holy name she blesses, Partakes on holy food, 

And to one hope she presses With ev’ry grace endued. 

 



  

3. Though with a scornful wonder The world sees her oppressed, 

By schisms rent asunder, By heresies distressed, 

Yet saints their watch are keeping; Their cry goes up, “How long?” 

And soon the night of weeping Shall be the morn of song. 

 

4. Through toil and tribulation And tumult of her war 

She waits the consummation Of peace forevermore 

Till with the vision glorious Her longing eyes are blest, 

And the great church victorious Shall the Church at rest. 

 

5. Yet she on earth has union With God, the Three in One, 

And mystic sweet communion With those whose rest is won. 

O blessed heav’nly chorus! Lord, save us by Your grace 

That we, like saints before us, May see You face to face.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/POSTLUDE 
+ + + 

 
 

 

1. SPECIAL CONGREGATION MEETING- There will be a Special Meeting 

on Sunday, August 29th at 8:45 a.m. Purpose of meeting is to present candidates 

for a call and discuss items relating to it. If meeting runs long, Second service will 

start after the meeting ends.  

 

2. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED- We will resume our use of Scripture readers  

during the services soon. The Elders are looking for someone to help 

coordinate/recruit readers as well as those that would like to be Scripture readers. 

If you are interested, please contact the church office or one of the Elders (Jeff 

Engen, Chris Schultz, Maurice Dammann, Randy Rehmann, Gary Loontjer, 

Wayne Mathews). We thank Shirley Dibb for her many years of sharing her time 

and talent in coordinating our Readers! 

 

3. FREE SHIRTS- In need of a new shirt or two? Check out the table by the East 

Entry door. Extra Thrivent and past Sunday School shirts have been placed there. 

Please feel free to take some. 
 

4. NOMINATION COMMITTEE MEETING will be held on Monday, August 

23rd at 7:00 pm. 

 

5. BIBLE STUDY- Our Wednesday Evening Bible Study will continue to meet 

on August 25 at 7:00 p.m. in the Church Basement. 

 
6. REMINDERS- Large Print Bulletins and Sermon Outlines are available in the 

Upper Narthex. Please ask an Usher if you would like one. 

 

 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



  

 9.  

 

7. SUNDAY SCHOOL-Rotation Sunday School is back!  We are excited to offer 

regular Sunday School this year from 9:15-10:15am.  Volunteers are needed to 

make this program possible!  Teachers (Grades 1-5 Rotations and 6th Grade), 

Shepherds (helpers-adults or high school students), music leaders are needed.  

Sign up or ask questions at stpauldce@gmail.com or speak with a Board of Ed. 

member:  Angela Christen, April Lee, Jen Schauer  

 

8. SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION- Sunday School Registration forms 

are available on the Youth Bulletin board and on the church website 

(www.stpaullp.org). Please fill out one form for each child attending Sunday School. 

 

9. STAFF MEETING-Sunday School staff meeting will be Sunday August 29th 

at 7pm in the church basement - We will talk about Rally Sunday activities, 

schedules and hand out materials.  If you've agreed to help out or were 

considering it, please join us!  If you can't make the meeting, contact the church 

office. 
 

10. RELEASE TIME- Release time students/parents:  Release Time is offered 

for 2nd-6th graders. Grades 2-5 meet once a week during the school day, and 

Grade 6 meets on Wednesdays right after school. The Board of Ed will have a  

table at the Lester Prairie Open House (Wednesday, September 1st from 4:00-

7:00 PM). Be sure to stop by and fill out a registration form for your child(ren). If 

you are unable to be at the Open House, please contact the church office. Release 

Time will begin on September 13th. 

 

11. 7TH GRADE CONFIRMATION meeting will take place on Wednesday, 

September 1st at 7:30pm! This meeting is for all incoming 7th graders and their 

parents. We will be going over expectations for the class. 

 

12. 8TH GRADE CONFIRMATION meeting will take place on Wednesday, 

September 1st at 7:00 pm. This is for all incoming 8th graders and their parents. 

 

 

 

13. LWML MEETING- St. Paul LWML meeting will take place on September 

13th (due to the Labor Day holiday). We will meet in the lower narthex at 7:00 

p.m. All ladies of St. Paul congregation: please join us for devotion, monthly 

meeting and Christian fellowship. Our September donation is designated toward 

the mission of The Lutheran Hour and KDUZ broadcast. We will also again be 

supporting the Adopt a Seminary Student program with a new seminary student of 

the LCMS. We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

14. FUNERALS- There have been changes regarding funerals at St. Paul’s 

starting immediately. The LWML voted on having all funerals catered due to the 

aging of the LWML and following   the surrounding churches.  The caterers   

chosen were Hollywood Complex, Hillcrest, Bump’s, Unhinged Pizza, & Chef 

YOUTH 

LWML 

http://www.stpaullp.org/


  

Craig’s Catering.  Your choice can be given to the funeral home at time of 

arrangements. If anyone would like to chairman this or have any questions, please 

call Mary Ann Teubert @ 320-395-2105. 
 

 

 

15. ANNIVERSARY- You are cordially invited to our 150th Anniversary, 

TODAY Sunday, August 22nd. Divine Service at 9:00 am, Buffet Lunch starting 

at 11:30 am. The Anniversary Service will be at 2:00 p.m. – St. Peter Lutheran 

Church, Lester Prairie, MN. See Bulletin board for invitation with more 

information. 

 

16. THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS- Have you checked your account lately 

to see if you have any choice dollars to direct? If you’re an eligible Thrivent  

Financial member and have Choice Dollars® available to direct, please keep us in 

mind. For more info or to direct Choice Dollars, call 800-847-4836 and say 

“Thrivent Choice.” Or you can log in to your Thrivent Account. Thank you to all 

our members that have chosen St. Paul to direct your Choice Dollars to. We 

recently received $412.00! 

 

17. BULLETIN BOARD- Please see the bulletin board in the Upper Narthex for 

other local events/activities. 
 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

Sun. Aug. 22nd 8:00 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 

WORSHIP  

WORSHIP  

Mon. Aug. 23rd 7:00 p.m. Nominating Committee Meeting 

Wed. Aug. 25th Noon 

7:00 p.m. 

Deadline for Bulletin 

Bible Study 

Sun. Aug. 29th 8:00 a.m. 

8:45 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

WORSHIP 

Special Congregation Meeting 

WORSHIP 

Sunday School Staff Meeting 

MISC 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Psalm 139:14 ~ “I praise you, for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows 
it very well.” 
  

 



  

 

 


