
  

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  8:00 & 9:30 
  

Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Amanda Streufert, Admin. Assistant 

 
August 15, 2021 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost ~  Holy Communion  
 

PRESERVICE 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME 

 

HYMN #523: “O Word of God Incarnate” Text and music: Public domain 

1. O Word of God incarnate, O Wisdom from on high, 

O Truth unchanged, unchanging, O Light of our dark sky: 

We praise You for the radiance That from the hallowed page, 

A lantern to our footsteps, Shines on from age to age. 

 

2. The Church from You, dear Master, Received the gift divine; 

And still that light is lifted O’er all the earth to shine. 

It is the chart and compass That, all life’s voyage through, 

Mid mists and rocks and quick-sands Still guides, O Christ, to You. 

 

3. O make Your Church, dear Savior, A lamp of burnished gold 

To bear before the nations Your true light as of old! 

O teach Your wand’ring pilgrims By this their path to trace 

Till, clouds and darkness ended, They see You face to face! 
 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.    

C: Amen. 

P: If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins,    

C: O Lord, who could stand? 

P: But with you there is forgiveness    

C: therefore you are feared. 

P: O Almighty God, merciful Father, 

C: I, a poor miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your punishment now 

and forever.  But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, 

and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 

bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sin in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 
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INTROIT (read responsively) 

P: You open your hand 

C: and satisfy the desires of every living thing. 

P: I will extol the Lord at all times; 

C: his praise will always be on my lips. 

P: I sought the Lord, and he answered me; 
C: he delivered me from all my fears. 

P: Those who look to him are radiant; 

C: their faces are never covered with shame. 

P: This poor man called, and the Lord heard him; 

C: he saved him out of all his troubles. 

P: The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him, 

C: and he delivers them. 

P: Taste and see that the Lord is good; 

C: blessed is the man who takes refuge in him. 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning, 

C: is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P: You open your hand 

C: and satisfy the desires of every living thing 
 

COLLECT 
Almighty and everlasting God, always more ready to hear than we to pray and always 

ready to give more than we either desire or deserve, pour down on us the abundance 

of your mercy, forgiving us the things of which our conscience is afraid and giving us 

the good things we are not worthy to ask but through the merits and meditation of 

Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS……………………………………..see back of bulletin 

GOSPEL LESSON…………………………………………...see back of bulletin 
 

THE NICENE CREED (back cover of LSB) 
 

HYMN #589: “Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens” Text and tune: Public domain 

1 Speak, O Lord, Your servant listens, Let Your Word to me come near; 

Newborn life and spirit give me, Let each promise still my fear. 

Death's dread pow'r, its inward strife, Wars against Your Word of life; 

Fill me, Lord, with love's strong fervor That I cling to You forever! 
 

2 Oh, what blessing to be near You And to listen to Your voice; 

Let me ever love and hear You, Let Your Word be now my choice! 

Many hardened sinners, Lord, Flee in terror at Your Word; 

But to all who feel sin's burden You give words of peace and pardon. 
 

3 Lord, Your words are waters living When my thirsting spirit pleads. 

Lord, Your words are bread life-giving; On Your words my spirit feeds. 

Lord, Your words will be my light through death's cold and dreary night; 

Yes, they are my sword prevailing And my cup of joy unfailing! 



  

4 As I pray, dear Jesus, hear me; Let Your words in me take root. 

May Your Spirit e'er be near me That I bear abundant fruit. 

May I daily sing Your praise, From my heart glad anthems raise, 

Till my highest praise is given In the endless joy of heaven. 
 

SERMON “Where Do We Go?” (John 6:66-69) 
 

OFFERINGS 

PRAYERS 
 

CATECHISM QUESTIONS REVIEWING THE LORD’S SUPPER 

P: What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 

C: It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and 

wine, instituted by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. 

P: What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 

C: These words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” show us 

that in the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life and salvation are given us 

through these words.  For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life 

and salvation. 

P: How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things? 

C: Certainly not just eating and drinking do these things, but the words 

written here: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”  These 

words, along with the bodily eating and drinking, are the main thing in the 

Sacrament.  Whoever believes these words has exactly what they say: 

“forgiveness of sins.” 

P: Who receives this sacrament worthily? 

C: Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training.  But 

that person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words 

“Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”  But anyone who does not 

believe these words or doubts them is unworthy and unprepared, for the words 

“for you” require all hearts to believe. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (inside back cover of Lutheran Service Book) 
 

ADMONITION TO COMMUNICANTS 

P: I exhort you in Christ that you give attention to the Testament of Christ in true 

faith, and above all take to heart the words with which Christ presents his body and 

blood to us for forgiveness; that you take note of and give thanks for the boundless 

love that he showed us when he saved us from the wrath of God, sin, death, and 

hell by his blood; and that you then externally receive the bread and wine, that is, 

his body and blood, as a guarantee and pledge.  Let us then in his name, according 

to his command, and with his own words administer and 

receive the Testament. 
 

CONSECRATION OF ELEMENTS 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

HYMN #526: “You Are the Way; through You Alone” 
Text and music: Public domain 
 

Communion Note: 

The outer ring of each 

communion tray holds one 
colored cup with a very 

small amount of wine and a 

colored cup of white non-

alcoholic wine. 



  

1. You are the way; through You alone Can we the Father find; 

In You, O Christ, has God revealed His heart and will and mind. 

 

2. You are the truth; Your Word alone True wisdom can impart; 

You only can inform the mind And purify the heart. 

 

3. You are the life; the empty tomb Proclaims Your conqu’ring arm, 

And those who put their trust in You Not death nor hell shall harm. 

 

4. You are the way, the truth, the life; Grant us that way to know, 

That truth to keep, that life to win Whose joys eternal flow. 

 

HYMN #537: “Beautiful Savior” Text and music: Public domain 

1. Beautiful Savior, King of creations, Son of God and Son of Man! 

Truly I’d love Thee, Truly I’d serve Thee, Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

 

2. Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands, Robed in flow’rs of blooming 

sping; 

Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing. 

 

3. Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight, Bright the sparkling stars on high; 

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer Than all the angels in the sky. 

 

4. Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, Son of God and Son of Man!  

Glory and honor, Praise, adoration Now and forevermore be Thine! 
 

COMMON DISMISSAL 
 

LUTHER’S PRAYER after COMMUNION 

All: O God, we are sinners, and yet we are not sinners.  Alone and apart from 

Christ we are sinners, but in our Lord Jesus Christ and with Him, we are 

forgiven.  We firmly believe that He has destroyed all our sins with His 

precious blood.  The sign of this is our Baptism, where we are cleansed by 

God’s Word, and declared absolved and freed from all sins.  In the sacrament 

of the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, we have received as a 

sure sign of grace the forgiveness of sins.  This Jesus has won and accomplished 

for us by the shedding of His precious blood.  For this we thank Him now and 

in eternity.  Amen. 
 

CLOSING RESPONSES (I Peter 4:8-11) 

P: Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 

C: Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 

P: Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully 

administering God’s grace in its various forms. 

C: If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. 

P: If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides. 

All: So that in all things, God may be praised through Jesus Christ.  To him 

be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 
 



  

BENEDICTION 
 

HYMN #643: “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” Text copyright 1964 World Library Publication; 

Tune: Public domain; used by permission CCLI # 643019 

1. Sent forth by God’s blessing, Our true faith confessing, 

The people of God from His dwelling take leave. 

The Supper is ended.  O now be extended 

The fruits of this service in all who believe. 

The seed of His teaching, Receptive souls reaching, 

Shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

His grace did invite us, His love shall unite us 

To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving To God ever-living, 

The tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face. 

Our faith ever sharing, In love ever caring, 

Embracing His children of each tribe and race. 

With Your feast You feed us, With Your light now lead us; 

Unite us as one in this life that we share. 

Then may all the living With praise and thanksgiving 

Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/ POSTLUDE 
+ + + 

 

 

 
 

 

1. SANDWICH MINISTRY- Volunteers and donations are needed to help with 

the Sandwich Ministry. This month’s date is August 19 at 8:30 am. Sandwich 

Making events take place the third Thursday of every month at 8:30 AM.  

Everyone is welcome to help with this servant event. 

 

2. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED- We will resume our use of Scripture readers 

during the services soon. The Elders are looking for someone to help 

coordinate/recruit readers as well as those that would like to be Scripture readers. 

If you are interested, please contact the church office or one of the Elders (Jeff 

Engen, Chris Schultz, Maurice Dammann, Randy Rehmann, Gary Loontjer, 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Psalm 139:14 ~ “I praise you, for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows 
it very well.” 
  

 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



  

Wayne Mathews). We thank Shirley Dibb for her many years of sharing her time 

and talent in coordinating our Readers! 
 

3. NOMINATION COMMITTEE MEETING will be held on Monday, August 

23rd at 7:00 pm. 

 

4. BIBLE STUDY- Our Wednesday Evening Bible Study will continue to meet 

on August 18 and 25 at 7:00 p.m. in the Church Basement. 

 

5. SPECIAL CONGREGATION MEETING- There will be a Special Meeting 

on Sunday, August 29th at 8:45 a.m. Purpose of meeting is to present candidates 

for a call and discuss items relating to it. If meeting runs long, Second service will 

start after the meeting ends.  

 9.  

 

6. SUNDAY SCHOOL-Rotation Sunday School is back!  We are excited to offer 

regular Sunday School this year from 9:15-10:15am.  Volunteers are needed to 

make this program possible!  Teachers (Grades 1-5 Rotations), Shepherds 

(helpers-adults or high school students), music leaders are needed.  Sign up or ask 

questions at stpauldce@gmail.com or speak with a Board of Ed. member:  Angela 

Christen, April Lee, Jen Schauer  

 

7. STAFF MEETING-Sunday School staff meeting will be Sunday August 29th 

at 7pm in the church basement - We will talk about Rally Sunday activities, 

schedules and hand out materials.  If you've agreed to help out or were 

considering it, please join us!  If you can't make the meeting, contact the church 

office. 

 

8. SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION- There will be Sunday School 

Registration forms available on the Youth Bulletin board starting August 15th. 

Online forms will be available on our church website on Monday, August 16th.  
 

9. RELEASE TIME TEACHER NEEDED-The Board of Ed. is seeking a 

substitute 2nd-6th grade Release Time Teacher.  Classes begin in September. 

Each grade level meets for approximately 1 hour. This is a paid position.  For 

more details please contact a Board of Ed. member:  Angela Christen, April Lee, 

Jen Schauer or email stpauldce@gmail.com 

10. RELEASE TIME- Release time students/parents:  Release Time is offered 

for 2nd-6th graders. Grades 2-5 meet once a week during the school day, and 

Grade 6 meets on Wednesdays right after school. The Board of Ed will have a  

table at the Lester Prairie Open House (Wednesday, September 1st from 4:00-

7:00 PM). Be sure to stop by and fill out a registration form for your child(ren). If 

you are unable to be at the Open House, please contact the church office. 

 

11. 7TH GRADE CONFIRMATION meeting will take place on Wednesday, 

September 1st at 7:30pm! This meeting is for all incoming 7th graders and their 

parents. We will be going over expectations for the class. 

 

YOUTH 

mailto:stpauldce@gmail.com


  

12. 8TH GRADE CONFIRMATION meeting will take place on Wednesday, 

September 1st at 7:00 pm. This is for all incoming 8th graders and their parents. 
 

 

 

13. ANNIVERSARY- You are cordially invited to our 150th Anniversary, 

Sunday, August 22nd. Divine Service at 9:00 am, Buffet Lunch starting at 11:30 

am. The Anniversary Service will be at 2:00 p.m. – St. Peter Lutheran Church, 

Lester Prairie, MN. See Bulletin board for invitation with more information. 

 

14. THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS- Have you checked your account lately 

to see if you have any choice dollars to direct? If you’re an eligible Thrivent  

Financial member and have Choice Dollars® available to direct, please keep us in 

mind. For more info or to direct Choice Dollars, call 800-847-4836 and say 

“Thrivent Choice.” Or you can log in to your Thrivent Account. Thank you to all 

our members that have chosen St. Paul to direct your Choice Dollars to. We 

recently received $412.00! 

 

15. BULLETIN BOARD- Please see the bulletin board in the Upper Narthex for 

other local events/activities. 
 

 
 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sun. Aug. 15th 8:00 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Mon. Aug. 16th Noon Deadline for Lamplighter 

Wed. Aug. 18th Noon Deadline for Bulletin 

Thurs. Aug. 19th 8:30 a.m. Sandwich Ministry 

Sun. Aug. 22nd 8:00 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 

WORSHIP  

WORSHIP  

MISC 


