
  

 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 

 

Worship:  9:00 am 
 

Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Katie Litzau, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Admin. Assistant 

 

 

Summer Polka Service 
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 26th, 2020 

 

PRE-SERVICE HYMNS   

“Come Now and Worship” 

Come now and worship,  Come now and worship the Lord. 

Come now and worship, join as we sing and adore. 

Gather together, give God the praise that is due. 

Hear us as we come to worship, Singing praise to You. 
 

We bring our gifts, gifts of ourselves and our lives. 

With bread and wine, we offer you our whole lives. 

This celebration draws us all closer to you. 

Hear us as we come to worship, Singing praise to You. 
 

Jesus our Savior, died on a cross just for us. 

Rose from the dead, Christ gives salvation to us. 

Gather together, drawing us closer to you. 

Hear us as we come to worship, Singing praise to You. 

 

“Chapel in the Valley” 

Brothers and sisters we stand together, Lord won’t You come and be with us, 

On the mountains and in the valleys, We praise You Lord for all to see. 
 

Chorus: Oh la, Oh lee oh, We sing and praise Your holy name, 

Oh la, Oh lee oh, Forgive our sins, forget our blames, 

Oh la, Oh lee oh, Please take our troubles for today, 

Oh la, Oh lee oh, As we worship You and pray. 
 

You have called us to be Your people, Lord won’t You come and be with us, 

See us standing ‘round Your altar, Oh won’t You come and set us free. Chorus 
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“We Welcome You All Today” (In Heaven There Is No Beer) 

We welcome you all today, As we in song do pray. 

God’s people all are we,  Our hearts are full of love for you to see. 
 

Refrain Alle, Alleluia!  Alle, alleluia! 

Alle, Alleluia! Rejoice and sing praise to our God! 
 

We welcome you all today, And Lord, we’d like to say, 

We pray that this will be, A special liturgy for you and me.  Refrain 

 

“Gathered Together” (Julida Polka) 

Gathered together, loving each other Singing and praying, Lord God our Father 

Bless us and guide us; teach us, unite us.  

These things we ask Lord, please God forgive us. 
 

Chorus: Holy God, Holy God, Father, Spirit, Son 

Holy God, Holy God, three persons all in one. 

Prayers and sacrifice, Your blood, it was the price. 

Holy God, Holy God, You’re the one for us. 
 

Accept our gifts Lord and our salutations. 

In your name offered from this congregation. 

We all are brothers praying for others For our salvation to Your heavenly home. 

Chorus 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

                                                                

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 100) 

P: Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. 

C: Worship the Lord with gladness; come before Him with joyful songs. 

P: Know that the Lord is God.  It is He Who made us, and we are His, we are His 

people, the sheep of His pasture. 

C: Enter into his gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise; give 

thanks to Him and praise His Name. 

P: For the lord is good and His love endures forever; 

C: His faithfulness continues through all generations. 

P: We begin in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Sprit. 

C: Amen! Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. 

 

OPENING HYMN: “Welcome, the Service Is Starting” 

Welcome, the service is starting Join in, sing wonderful songs.  Praise God with  

Brothers and sisters united For Jesus, our King and our Lord 

 



  

Chorus: Jesus, please give us Your blessing As we join voices in harmony  

We ask for Your Spirit to guide us Together, united we pray. 
 

You said You’ll always be with us If two or more gather in Your Name 

Give us the wisdom to follow The courage to stay on the path   Chorus 
 

Create a clean heart in me, Lord Renew my spirit with Your great power 

Blessed are they that hear Your Word And keep it until end of time   Chorus  

 

CONFESSION 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly 

deserve your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy 

name. Amen. 

 

ABSOLUTION 

P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake 

forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of the Word I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and 

of the Holy Spirit.    

C: Amen. 

 

COLLECT 

O almighty and most merciful God, of your bountiful goodness keep us, we pray, 

from all things that may hurt us that we, being ready in both body and soul may 

cheerfully accomplish whatever things you want done; through Jesus Christ, your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING……………………………..Deuteronomy 7:6-9 

 
6
”You are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has 

chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who 

are on the face of the earth. 
7
It was not because you were more in number than any 

other people that the Lord set his love on you and chose you, for you were the 

fewest of all peoples, 
8
but it is because the Lord loves you and is keeping the oath 

that he swore to your fathers, that the Lord has brought you out with a mighty 

hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king 

of Egypt. 
9
Know therefore that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God who 



  

keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his 

commandments, to a thousand generations.”                    
 

EPISTLE………….……………………………………………...Romans 8:28-39 

 
28

We know that for those who love God all things work together for good, 

for those who are called according to his purpose. 
29

For those whom he foreknew 

he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he 

might be the firstborn among many brothers. 
30

And those whom he predestined he 

also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he 

justified he also glorified. 

 
31

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be 

against us? 
32

He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how 

will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 
33

Who shall bring any 

charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 
34

Who is to condemn? Christ 

Jesus is the one who died-more than that, who was raised-who is at the right hand 

of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 
35

Who shall separate us from the love of 

Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 

danger, or sword? 
36

As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day 

long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37

No, in all these things we are 

more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
38

For I am sure that neither 

death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 

powers, 
39

nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
                                             

LESSON HYMN “Psalm 103” (Liechtensteiner Polka) 

Bless, the Lord is holy, He forgives all your sin Satisfies within, let Him come in. 

Bless, the Lord, Redeemer and the Savior for all. On Him His children call. 

The Lord is full of passion, mercy, kindness, Forgiveness for us all. 

He loves us as His children and is there Whenever we do call. 
 

Oh yes, the Lord is holy, He forgives all your sin  

Satisfies within, let Him come in. 

Bless, the Lord Redeemer and the Savior for all. On Him His children call. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL…………………………………………..…...Matthew 13:44-52 

 
44

[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, 

which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he 

has and buys that field. 

 
45

”Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 

pearls, 
46

who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had 

and bought it. 

 
47

”Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea 

and gathered fish of every kind. 
48

When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat 

down and sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. 
49

So it will be 

at the close of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the 

righteous 
50

and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth. 



  

 
51

”Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 
52

And 

he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of 

heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and 

what is old.” 

 

SERMON HYMN “Blessed Assurance”  

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood. 
 

Refrain: This is my story, this is my song, Praising my Savior all the day long; 

This is my story, this is my song, Praising my Savior all the day long. 
 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 

Angels descending, bring from above Echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  Refrain 
 

Perfect submission, all is at rest, I in my Savior am happy and blest. 

Watching and waiting, looking above, Filled with His goodness, lost in His love.  

Refrain 

 

SERMON “Not Guilty” (Romans 8:31-39) 

 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in 

Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

 

 



  

CLOSING HYMN “I Saw the Light” 

I wandered so aimless, life filled with sin. I wouldn’t let my dear Savior in. 

Then Jesus came like a stranger in the night. Praise the Lord!  I saw the light! 
 

Chorus: I saw the light; I saw the light. No more darkness, no more night! 

Now I’m so happy, no sorrow in sight. Praise the Lord!  I saw the light! 
 

Just like a blind man I wandered along; Worries and fears I claimed for my own. 

Then like the blind man that God gave back his sight,  

Praise the Lord!  I saw the light!  Chorus 
 

I was a fool to wander and stray; Straight is the gate and narrow the way. 

Now I have traded the wrong for the right. Praise the Lord!  I saw the light!  

Chorus 

 

 

+ + +       

 
 

 

 

1.  THANK YOU “We want to thank everyone for their prayers and support in 

our grief over the loss of Big Jon. I know he never realized how he affected and 

influenced others.  I also want to thank you for all the support you gave us during 

his long illness and the great send- off you gave him.  The members of St. Paul's 

and the community of Lester Prairie are great people.  Thank you.” Norma 

Schwichtenberg and Family 
 

2. THANK YOU- Our virtual VBS/ Camp Omega Day Camp went very well! It 

was so fun to see all the pictures and videos from families who participated! Be 

sure to check back on our Church Facebook page to see all the fun we had this 

past week. Thank you to Katie Litzau, Jane Holasek, Chris Nelson, Anah Lee, 

Josie Alsleben, Amanda Streufert, Maelee Streufert, and April Lee for helping get 

all the videos ready, and to Adam and Tracy Peterson for delivering packets 

around town! All supplies and materials were fully funded through Thrivent 

Action Team cards.  
 

Acknowledgement:  

+ A memorial for Ruth Hoof was received in the amount of $25.00 for the 

Organ Fund. 

+ A memorial for Willard Kruschke of Belle Plaine was received in the amount 

of $15.00 for the General Fund. 

+ Memorials for Joel Bettcher were received in the following amounts: 

$1,010.00 for the Parking Lot Fund, $1,010.00 for the Organ Fund and 

$1,010.00 for the Technology Fund. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



  

3. ACOLYTES/USHERS- Acolytes– Please note that you do NOT need to report 

during the month of August. Ushers please report as you feel comfortable doing 

so. 
 

4. CHURCH OFFICES- The church building will continue to remain closed 

during the week. We will maintain normal office hours and our staff can be 

reached by phone or email. For spiritual guidance, counseling, or in the event of 

an emergency, face-to-face meetings will be arranged. 
 

5. PRAYER VIGIL- The MN South District hosted a prayer vigil on June 20
th

. 

This video is now able to be viewed on their Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/mnsdistrict/posts/1340928856102095 (follow the link, 

then click “Watch Now”.) It is time for us to join together in prayer. Through a 

combination of Psalms, Gospel readings, structured prayers, hymns, and personal 

prayer time, we will lift our community's current hurts and struggles to the Lord. 

The seven topics that we will pray through together are 1) relief from the COVID-

19 pandemic, 2) healing for all those afflicted, 3) hope for those in despair, 4) 

peace and unity for our community and nation, 5) lament, 6) justice for those 

oppressed, and 7) an outpouring of God's mercy and grace. Follow this link to join 

with us in prayer. 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sun. July 26
th

 9:00 a.m. OUTDOOR POLKA SERVICE 

Wed. July 29
th

 Noon Deadline for Bulletin 

Sun. Aug. 2
nd

   

9:00 a.m. 

NO SERVICE AT ST. PAUL 

Service at St. Peter Lutheran 

MEMORY VERSE: 
 Psalm 80:3 “Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved!”  

https://www.facebook.com/mnsdistrict/posts/1340928856102095

