
 St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  9:00 a.m. 

 
                

     Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Katie Litzau, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

July 12, 2020  

 Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
Holy Communion 

 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME 

 

HYMN #543: “What Wondrous Love Is This” (Verses 1,2,3)   
Text and tune Public Domain 
1. What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!  

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! What wondrous love is this  

That caused the Lord of bliss To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 
 

2. When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, When I was sinking down 

Beneath god’s righteous frown, Christ laid aside His crown for my soul,  

for my soul, Christ laid aside His crown for my soul. 
 

3. To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 

To God and to the Lamb, Who is the great I AM, While millions join the theme, 

I will sing, I will sing, While millions join the theme, I will sing. 

 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

CONFESSION 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly 

deserve your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy 

name. Amen. 
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ABSOLUTION 

P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.    

C: Amen 

 

COLLECT 
O God, because you have prepared for those who love you such good things as 

surpass our understanding, pour into our hearts such love towards you that we, loving 

you above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON………………………..………...Isaiah 55:10-13 

 
10

“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return 

there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the 

sower and bread to the eater, 
11

so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and 

shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12

”For you shall go out in joy and be 

led forth in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into 

singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13

Instead of the thorn 

shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it 

shall make a name for the Lord, an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

 

EPISTLE…………………………………..……………………..Romans 8:12-17 

 
12

So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the 

flesh. 
13

For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you 

put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 
14

For all who are led by the Spirit 

of God are sons of God. 
15

For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back 

into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, 

“Abba! Father!” 
16

The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 

children of God, 
17

and if children, then heirs-heirs of God and fellow heirs with 

Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with 

him. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL…………………………………..……..Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 
1
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 

2
And 

great crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the 

whole crowd stood on the beach. 
3
And he told them many things in parables, 

saying: “A sower went out to sow. 
4
And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the 

path, and the birds came and devoured them. 
5
Other seeds fell on rocky ground, 

where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they 

had no depth of soil, 
6
but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they 

had no root, they withered away. 
7
Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 

grew up and choked them. 
8
Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, 

some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 
9
He who has ears, let him hear….. 



 
18

“Hear then the parable of the sower: 
19

When anyone hears the word of 

the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away 

what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 
20

As for 

what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 

immediately receives it with joy, 
21

yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a 

while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, 

immediately he falls away. 
22

As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one 

who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches 

choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 
23

As for what was sown on good soil, 

this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and 

yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

 

HYMN #794: “The Lord, My God, Be Praised” (Verses 1,2,3) 
Text and music Public Domain 
1. The Lord, my God, be praised, My light, my life from heaven; 

My maker, who to me Has soul and body given; 

My Father, who will shield And keep me day by day 

And make each moment yield New blessings on my way. 
 

2. The Lord, my God, be praised, My trust, my life from heaven, 

The Father’s own dear Son, Whose life for me was given, 

Who for my sin atoned With His most precious blood 

And gives to me by faith The highest heav’nly good. 
 

3. The Lord, my God, be praised, My hope, my life from heaven, 

The Spirit whom the Son In love to me has given. 

His grace revives my heart And gives my spirit pow’r, 

Help, comfort, and support In sorrow’s gloomy hour. 

 

SERMON “Abba! Father!” (Romans 8:12-17) 
 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in 

Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 

 

 

 

 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION  

 

HYMN #854: “Forth in Thy Name, O Lord, I Go” (Verses 1,3,5) 
 Text Public domain; Music Copyright 1981, 1982 Barry L. Bobb Used by permission CCLI #643019 

1. Forth in Thy name, O Lord, I go, My daily labor to pursue, 

Thee, only Thee, resolved to know In all I think or speak or do. 
 

3. Thee may I set at my right hand, Whose eyes my inmost substance see, 

And labor on at Thy command, And offer all my works to Thee. 
 

5. For Thee delightfully employ Whate’er Thy bounteous grace has giv’n, 

And run my course with even joy, And closely walk with Thee to heav’n. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

1. NO SERVICE AT ST. PAUL-There will be NO service at St. Paul on Sunday 

July 19th. Service will be held at St. Peter’s, Lester Prairie, at 9:00 am that day. 

This service will be live-streamed on our Facebook page. Unfortunately it will 

NOT be broadcast on the radio, or be available on our website or the Cable 

Channel that week. 

 

2. OUTDOOR POLKA SERVICE- Join us for another Outdoor Polka Service 

on Sunday, July 26th at 9:00 AM.  This service will be held in the church parking 

lot. Please bring your own chairs. If you choose to stay in your car, there will be 

limited parking available behind the chairs. In case of inclement weather, we will 

be inside (continuing with capacity and social distancing guidelines). We will 

have another Outdoor Polka Service on Sunday, August 16th. 

 

3. GRADUATION CELEBRATION- Please join us on Sunday, July 19th from 

2:00-5:00 PM at St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church Parking Lot for a drive up 

Graduation Celebration for Alex Nelson. 

 

MEMORY VERSE: 

 Psalm 80:3 “Restore us, O God; let your face 
shine, that we may be saved!”  

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



4. VBS/CAMP OMEGA Packet Pick-Up/Delivery will be Sunday, July 19
th

 

from 4:00-6:00 PM under the awning of the Maple Street entrance door. If you 

signed up for your packet to be delivered, that will also happen during this time. 

Any questions, please contact DCE Katie Litzau.  

 

5. SPECIAL VOTERS MEETING RESULTS- Results from the Ballot of the 

Special Voters Meeting held Sunday, June 28
th

- Question 1: Shall the church 

participate in the Payroll Protection Cares Act, a federal program? Yes: 1 vote, 

No: 44 votes. Question 2: Should St. Paul’s General Fund experience a shortfall, 

how should the council replenish the General Fund? Borrow money from the 

local bank: 1 vote, Be authorized to borrow from the Church Parking Lot 

Fund at St. Paul’s at 1% interest: 43 votes.  

 

6. VOTERS MEETING- Our Quarterly Voters Meeting will be held on 

Thursday, July 23
rd

 at 7:00 pm. All communicant members who have reached 

legal voting age are welcome to attend. This meeting will be held in the church 

sanctuary following social distancing procedures. 

 

7. COVID-19 POLICY- We have posted our updated COVID-19 Response plan 

in several places at church. We have also posted this to our church website and 

have sent a copy to all congregation members through the mail. If you have any 

questions, please contact an Elder or Pastor Nelson. 

 

8. ACOLYTES/USHERS- Acolytes– Please note that you do NOT need to 

report during the month of July. Ushers please report as you feel comfortable 

doing so. 

 

9. CHURCH OFFICES- The church building will continue to remain closed 

during the week. We will maintain normal office hours and our staff can be 

reached by phone or email. For spiritual guidance, counseling, or in the event of 

an emergency, face-to-face meetings will be arranged. 

 

10. PRAYER VIGIL- The MN South District hosted a virtual prayer vigil on 

June 20
th

. This video is now able to be viewed on their Facebook page  

https://www.facebook.com/mnsdistrict/posts/1340928856102095 (follow the link, 

then click “Watch Now”.) It is time for us to join together in prayer. Through a 

combination of Psalms, Gospel readings, structured prayers, hymns, and personal 

prayer time, we will lift our community's current hurts and struggles to the Lord. 

The seven topics that we will pray through together are 1) relief from the COVID-

19 pandemic, 2) healing for all those afflicted, 3) hope for those in despair, 4) 

peace and unity for our community and nation, 5) lament, 6) justice for those 

oppressed, and 7) an outpouring of God's mercy and grace. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/mnsdistrict/posts/1340928856102095


Calendar of Events 

 
 

Sun. July 12
th

 9:00 a.m. WORSHIP W/ COMMUNION 

(also Facebook Live-Stream and 99.9 

FM) 

Mon. July 13
th

-

Sun. July 19
th

 

 Pastor Nelson out of the Office 

Mon. July 13
th

 8:00 p.m. Council Meeting 

Wed. July 15
th

 Noon Deadline for Bulletin 

Sun. July 19
th

  

9:00 a.m. 

2:00-5:00 

p.m. 

4:00 -6:00 

p.m. 

NO SERVICE AT ST. PAUL 

SERVICE AT ST. PETER 

Drive-Up Graduation Celebration for 

Alex Nelson 

VBS/Camp Omega Packet Pick-

up/Delivery 

Mon. July 20
th

-

Fri. July 24
th

 

 Virtual VBS/Camp Omega 

Mon. July 20
th

 Noon Lamplighter Deadline 

Wed. July 22
nd

 Noon Deadline for Bulletin 

Thurs. July 23
rd

 6:30 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

Endowment Meeting 

Quarterly Voters Meeting (In Sanctuary) 

Sun. July 26
th

 9:00 a.m. OUTDOOR POLKA SERVICE 


