
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  9:00 a.m. 

 
                

     Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Katie Litzau, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

July 5, 2020  

 Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
Holy Communion 

 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME 

 

HYMN #966: “Before You, Lord, We Bow” (Verses 1,2,5)   
Text and music Public Domain 
1. Before You, Lord, we bow, Our God who reigns above 

And rules the world below, Boundless in pow’r and love. 

Our thanks we bring In joy and praise, Our hearts we raise To You, our King! 
 

2. The nation You have blest May well Your love declare, 

From foes and fears at rest, Protected by Your care. 

For this bright day, For this fair land- Gifts of Your hand- Our thanks we pay. 
 

5. And when in pow’r He comes, Oh, may our native land 

From all its rending tombs Send forth a glorious band, 

A countless throng, With joy to sing To heav’n’s high King Salvation’s song! 

 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

CONFESSION 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly 

deserve your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy 

name. Amen. 

 
ABSOLUTION 

P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word I 
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therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.    

C: Amen 

 

COLLECT 
Lord of the nations, guide your people by the Holy Spirit to go forward in justice 

and freedom. Give us what material prosperity may be your will, but above all 

things give us faith in You, that our nation may bring glory to your name and 

blessings to all peoples everywhere; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.. 

Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING………………………..……..Zechariah 9:9-12 

 
9
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of 

Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is 

he, humble and mounted on a donkey. 
10

I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall 

speak peace to the nations; his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to 

the ends of the earth. 
11

As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with 

you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
12

Return to your 

stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

 

EPISTLE……………………………………………..………....Romans 7:14-25a 

 
14

We know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin. 
15

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the 

very thing I hate. 
16

Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with the law, that it is 

good. 
17

So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 
18

For I 

know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to 

do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. 
19

For I do not do the good I 

want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. 
20

Now if I do what I do 

not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 

 
21

So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at 

hand. 
22

For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, 
23

but I see in my 

members another law waging war against the law of my mind and making me 

captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 
24

Wretched man that I am! 

Who will deliver me from this body of death? 
25

Thanks be to God through Jesus 

Christ our Lord! 

 

GOSPEL LESSON…………………………………..……...Matthew 11:25-30 

 
25

At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and 

earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and 

revealed them to little children; 
26

yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 
27

All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the 

Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 

whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
28

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy 

laden, and I will give you rest. 
29

Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I 

am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
30

For my yoke 

is easy, and my burden is light.” 

 



HYMN #684: “Come unto Me, Ye Weary” (Verses 1,3,4) 
Text and music Public Domain 
1. “Come unto Me, ye weary, And I will give you rest.” 

O blessed voice of Jesus, Which comes to hearts oppressed! 

It tells of benediction, Of pardon, grace, and peace, 

Of joy that hath no ending, Of love that cannot cease. 
 

3. “Come unto Me, ye fainting, And I will give you life.” 

O cheering voice of Jesus, Which comes to aid our strife! 

The foe is stern and eager, The fight is fierce and long; 

But Thou hast made us mighty And stronger than the strong. 
 

4. “And whosoever cometh, I will not cast him out.” 

O patient love of Jesus, Which drives away our doubt, 

Which, though we be unworthy Of love so great and free, 

Invites us very sinners To come, dear Lord, to Thee! 

 

SERMON “Saint and Sinner” (Romans 7:14-25a) 

 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in 

Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION  

 

HYMN #965: “God Bless Our Native Land” Text and Tune Public domain 

1. God bless our native land: Firm may she ever stand Through storm and night. 

When the tempests rave, Ruler of wind and wave, Do Thou our country save  

By Thy great might. 
 
 

 



2. So shall our prayers arise To God above the skies; On Him we wait. 

Thou who art ever nigh, Guarding with watchful eye, To Thee aloud we cry: 

God save the state! 

 
+ + +  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

1. VBS/CAMP OMEGA DAY CAMP-LAST CHANCE TO REGISTER! We 

will be hosting a VIRTUAL VBS/Camp Omega Day Camp the week of July 

20th-24th. This will be a combination of physical and online materials that will be 

provided to you. More information can be found in the June Lamplighter and will 

be available on the church website and Facebook page in the coming weeks. 

Registrations ARE required. The registration form can be found on the church 

Website and on our Facebook Page. Deadline for registration is July 8
th

. If you 

have any questions, please contact Katie Litzau at the church office.  

 

2. SPECIAL VOTERS MEETING RESULTS- Results from the Ballot of the 

Special Voters Meeting held Sunday, June 28
th

- Question 1: Shall the church 

participate in the Payroll Protection Cares Act, a federal program? Yes: 1 vote, 

No: 44 votes. Question 2: Should St. Paul’s General Fund experience a shortfall, 

how should the council replenish the General Fund? Borrow money from the 

local bank: 1 vote, Be authorized to borrow from the Church Parking Lot 

Fund at St. Paul’s at 1% interest: 43 votes.  

 

3. COVID-19 POLICY- We have posted our updated COVID-19 Response plan 

in several places at church. We have also posted this to our church website and 

have sent a copy to all congregation members through the mail. If you have any 

questions, please contact an Elder or Pastor Nelson. 

Sun. July 5
th

 9:00 a.m. WORSHIP W/ COMMUNION 

(also Facebook Live-Stream and 99.9 

FM) 

Wed. July 8
th

 Noon Deadline for Bulletin 

Sun. July 12
th

 9:00 a.m. WORSHIP W/ COMMUNION 

(also Facebook Live-Stream and 99.9 

FM) 

MEMORY VERSE: 

 Psalm 80:3 “Restore us, O God; let your face 
shine, that we may be saved!”  

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



4. MEMORIAL- Last week St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church received a memorial 

for Lloyd E. Groenke. Lloyd was a member of the 1941 Confirmation Class. He 

later graduated from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO in 1955. 

 

5. UPCOMING SCHEDULE-There will be NO service at St. Paul on Sunday 

July 19th. Service will be held at St. Peter’s, Lester Prairie, at 9:00 am that day. 

This service will be live-streamed on our Facebook page. Unfortunately it will 

NOT be broadcast on the radio, or be available on our website or the Cable 

Channel that week. 

  

6. OUTDOOR POLKA SERVICE- Join us for another Outdoor Polka Service 

on Sunday, July 26th at 9:00 AM.  This service will be held in the church parking 

lot. Please bring your own chairs. If you choose to stay in your car, there will be 

limited parking available behind the chairs. In case of inclement weather, we will 

be inside (continuing with capacity and social distancing guidelines). We will 

have another Outdoor Polka Service on Sunday, August 16th. 

 

7. GRADUATION CELEBRATION- Please join us on Sunday, July 19th from 

2:00-5:00 PM at St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church Parking Lot for a drive up 

Graduation Celebration for Alex Nelson. 

 

8. ACOLYTES/USHERS- Acolytes– Please note that you do NOT need to 

report during the month of July. Ushers please report as you feel comfortable 

doing so. 

9. CHURCH OFFICES- The church building will continue to remain closed 

during the week. We will maintain normal office hours and our staff can be 

reached by phone or email. For spiritual guidance, counseling, or in the event of 

an emergency, face-to-face meetings will be arranged. 

 

10. PRODUCE- Due to health concerns, this year we will NOT have a Harvest 

Blessings table in the entry way for members to share their garden produce. If you 

have produce you would like to share, you may set up your own table outside the 

building (much like a Farmer’s Market). Please do not place your produce on 

someone else’s table without their permission. Also, remember to practice proper 

Social Distancing and hygiene practices. 

 

 

 

11. AMAZON SMILE- Do you shop on Amazon? If so, try shopping through 

Amazon Smile and have a percentage of what you spend come back to the 

church! Go to http://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-0972168 and shop like usual.  

Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases back 

to the church. 

 

MISC 


