
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  9:00 a.m. 

 
                

     Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Katie Litzau, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

June 28, 2020 ~ Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
Holy Communion 

 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME 

 

HYMN #589: “Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens” (Verses 1,4)   
Text and music Public Domain 
1. Speak, O Lord, Your servant listens, Let Your Word to me come near; 

Newborn life and spirit give me, Let each promise still my fear. 

Death’s dread pow’r, its inward strife, Wars against Your Word of life; 

Fill me, Lord, with love’s strong fervor That I cling to You forever! 
 

4. As I pray, dear Jesus, hear me; Let Your words in me take root.  

May Your Spirit e’er be near me That I bear abundant fruit. 

May I daily Sing Your praise, From my heart glad anthems raise, 

Till my highest praise is given In the endless joy of heaven. 

 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

CONFESSION 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly 

deserve your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy 

name. Amen. 

 
ABSOLUTION 

P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.   C: Amen 
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COLLECT 
Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope and love; and 

that we may obtain what you have promised, make us love what you have 

commanded; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON………………………....………..Jeremiah 28:5-9 

 
5
Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to Hananiah the prophet in the presence 

of the priests and all the people who were standing in the house of the Lord, 
6
and 

the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the Lord do so; may the Lord make the 

words that you have prophesied come true, and bring back to this place from 

Babylon the vessels of the house of the Lord, and all the exiles. 
7
Yet hear now this 

word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. 
8
The 

prophets who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesies war, famine, 

and pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms. 
9
As for the prophet 

who prophesies peace, when the world of that prophet comes to pass, then it will 

be known that the Lord has truly sent the prophet.” 

 

EPISTLE………….………………………………………..……...Romans 7:1-13 

 
1
Do you not know, brothers-for I am speaking to those who know the law-

that the law is binding on a person only as long as he lives? 
2
Thus a married 

woman is bound by law to her husband while he lives, but if her husband dies she 

is released from the law of marriage. 
3
Accordingly she will be called an adulteress 

if she lives with another man while her husband is alive. But if her husband dies, 

she is free from that law, and if she marries another man she is not an adulteress. 

 
4
Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of 

Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the 

dead, in order that we may bear fruit for God. 
5
For while we were living in the 

flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our members to 

bear fruit for death. 
6
But now we are released from the law, having died to that 

which held us captive, so that we serve not under the old written code but in the 

new life of the Spirit. 

 
7
What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had 

not been for the law, I would not have known sin. I would not have known what it 

is to covet if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” 
8
But sin, seizing an 

opportunity through the commandment, produced in me all kinds of covetousness. 

Apart from the law, sin lies dead. 
9
I was once alive apart from the law, but when 

the commandment came, sin came alive and I died. 
10

The very commandment that 

promised life proved to be death to me. 
11

For sin, seizing an opportunity through 

the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. 
12

So the law is holy, 

and the commandment is holy and righteous and good. 

 
13

Did that which is good, then, bring death to me? By no means! It was 

sin, producing death in me through what is good, in order that sin might be shown 

to be sin, and through the commandment might become sinful beyond measure. 

 

GOSPEL LESSON…………………………………..……...Matthew 10:34-42 

 
34

[Jesus said:] “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I 

have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 
35

For I have come to set a man against 



his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her 

mother-in-law. 
36

And a person’s enemies will be those of his own household. 
37

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever 

loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 
38

And whoever does not 

take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 
39

Whoever finds his life will 

lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 

 
40

”Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives 

him who sent me. 
41

The one who receives a prophet because he is prophet will 

receive a prophet’s reward, and the one who receives a prophet’s reward, and the 

one who receives a righteous person because he is a righteous person will receive 

a righteous person’s reward. 
42

And whoever gives one of these little ones even a 

cup of cold water because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no means 

lose his reward.” 

 

HYMN #579: “The Law of God Is Good and Wise” (Verses 1,2,6) 
Text and music Public Domain 
1. The Law of God is good and wise And sets His will before our eyes, 

Shows us the way of righteousness, And dooms to death when we transgress. 

 

2. Its light of holiness imparts The knowledge of our sinful hearts. 

That we may see our lost estate And turn from sin before too late. 

 

6. To Jesus we for refuge flee, Who from the curse has set us free, 

And humbly worship at His throne, Saved by His grace through faith alone. 

 

SERMON “The Second Use” (Romans 7:6-13) 
 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in 

Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 



BENEDICTION  

 

HYMN #580: “The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace” (Verses 1,2,6)  
Text and Tune Public domain 

1. The Gospel shows the Father’s grace, Who sent His Son to save our race, 

Proclaims how Jesus lived and died That we might thus be justified. 

 

2. It sets the Lamb before our eyes, Who made the atoning sacrifice, 

And calls the souls with guilt oppressed To come and find eternal rest. 

 

6. May we in faith its message learn Nor thanklessly its blessings spurn; 

May we in faith its truth confess And praise the Lord, our righteousness. 

 
+ + +  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

 

 

Sun. June 28
th

 9:00 a.m. 

Following 

Special Voters Meeting 

WORSHIP W/ COMMUNION 

(also Facebook Live-Stream and 99.9 

FM) 

Mon. June 29
th

 6:30 p.m. LWML Board Meeting 

Mon. June 29
th

-

Sun. July 5
th

 

 DCE Katie out of the office 

Wed. July 1
st
 Noon Deadline for Bulletin 

Fri. July 3
rd

  Church offices Closed 

Sun. July 5
th

 9:00 a.m. WORSHIP W/ COMMUNION 

(also Facebook Live-Stream and 99.9 

FM) 

Prayer Concerns 

+ Jon Schwichtenberg 

+ Henry Johnson, grandson of Loren & Bonnie 

+ Maxine Almquist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Romans 5:8 “But God shows his love for us in 
that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  
  

 



 

 

1. VBS/CAMP OMEGA DAY CAMP-ONLY ONE WEEK LEFT TO 

REGISTER! We will be hosting a VIRTUAL VBS/Camp Omega Day Camp the 

week of July 20th-24th. This will be a combination of physical and online 

materials that will be provided to you. More information can be found in the June 

Lamplighter and will be available on the church website and Facebook page in the 

coming weeks. Registrations ARE required. The registration form can be found 

on the church Website and on our Facebook Page. Deadline for registration is July 

8
th

. If you have any questions, please contact Katie Litzau at the church office.  

 

2. SPECIAL VOTERS MEETING TODAY JUNE 28, 9:00 a.m. before church 

services. At the annual meeting, it was approved to borrow up to $10,000 from 

the building fund to cover any short-fall in the general fund. The money was 

borrowed in March. Looking at our current rate of donations and expected 

expenses, we may experience another short-fall. The council would like guidance 

from the congregation as to how to fill this expected void should it occur. The 

council is considering two options: Go to the bank for a loan, or borrow more 

from existing funds in our church.  

 

3. COVID-19 POLICY- We have posted our updated COVID-19 Response plan 

in several places at church. We have also posted this to our church website and 

have sent a copy to all congregation members through the mail. If you have any 

questions, please contact an Elder or Pastor Nelson. 

 

4. LWML- The LWML board will meet on Monday, June 29
th

 at 6:30 p.m. 

Members who have items/questions for discussion please contact a board member 

prior to the meeting: Pres. Linda M. or Margie, Lois R., Jan M., Tracy or Deb L. 

Please check the Lamplighter for monthly news. NO July meeting. 

 

5. ACOLYTES/USHERS- Acolytes– Please note that you do NOT need to 

report during the month of July. Ushers please report as you feel comfortable 

doing so. 

 

6. CHURCH OFFICES- The church building will continue to remain closed 

during the week. We will maintain normal office hours and our staff can be 

reached by phone or email. For spiritual guidance, counseling, or in the event of 

an emergency, face-to-face meetings will be arranged. 

 

7. PRODUCE- Due to health concerns, this year we will NOT have a Harvest 

Blessings table in the entry way for members to share their garden produce. If you 

have produce you would like to share, you may set up your own table outside the 

building (much like a Farmer’s Market). Please do not place your produce on 

someone else’s table without their permission. Also, remember to practice proper 

Social Distancing and hygiene practices. 

 

8. PANAMA-Griselda Aguilar, deaconess of Dios Es Grande Lutheran Church in 

Panama, wrote a letter to our church to thank us for supporting her food bank.  In 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



this letter (translated from Spanish) she states how her church serves the 

indigenous Kuna Yala people.  The church has large families with many 

children.  Because of the pandemic, the people are in total quarantine.  Parents 

must remain in their homes and cannot work.  With the funds that our church sent, 

Griselda was able to buy food.  This food was distributed in bags for the members 

of the church.  She is very thankful for the help we provided for her during these 

difficult times for Panama and the world. Please consider making a contribution 

to help our sister congregation in Panama.  To do so, you may use your offering 

envelope and mark it “CALMS” or “For Panama” on the envelope and on your 

check memo line. 

 

 

 

9. AMAZON SMILE- Do you shop on Amazon? If so, try shopping through 

Amazon Smile and have a percentage of what you spend come back to the 

church! Go to http://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-0972168 and shop like usual.  

Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases back 

to the church. 

 

10. BLOOD DRIVE-Glencoe Regional Health is proud to partner with the 

American Red Cross and with local community volunteers to sponsor the 

upcoming Glencoe Community Blood Drive. Glencoe Community Blood Drive, 

Wednesday, July 22, 2020; 1:00 pm - 7:00 pm, Glencoe City Center - Ballroom 

1107 11th Street East Glencoe, MN. BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!  

Appointments fill up quickly! While walk-ins are welcome, often all of the 

appointment slots are taken before the day of the blood drive. It's best to schedule 

an appointment as early as possible to ensure you get in. Schedule your blood 

donation appointment online or by phone: 1. ONLINE- Click on this link to view 

available times and to book your appointment: 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive.  2. PHONE Call Stephanie Beste, 

blood drive coordinator Cell: 651-497-8147. DONATING BLOOD IS SAFE  

Learn how the American Red Cross and the local community organizers keep you 

safe while donating blood: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/glencoe-community-blood-drive-

tickets-105536201620. INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING? Volunteers are an 

important part of making blood drives happen.  If you are interested in 

volunteering, please call Stephanie Beste at 651-497-8147. 

 
Welcome!  We are glad you have joined us in worship today.  We want to share the 

hope that we have in our Savior Jesus Christ with you. If you are a visitor, please sign 

our guest book, which is located on the table in the upper narthex, and accept our 

invitation to worship with us again soon! 

MISC 

(Tear off and put in collection plate) 

I am a visitor and I would like to join: 

Name___________________________________________________ 

Phone___________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________ 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/glencoe-community-blood-drive-tickets-105536201620
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/glencoe-community-blood-drive-tickets-105536201620

