
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  9:00 a.m. 

 
                

     Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Katie Litzau, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

June 21, 2020 ~ Third Sunday after Pentecost 
Holy Communion 

 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME 

 

HYMN #725: “Children of the Heavenly Father” (Verses 1,4)  Text Copyright Augsburg 

Publishing; Music Public Domain 
1. Children of the heav’nly Father Safely in His bosom gather; 

Nestling bird nor star in heaven Such a refuge e’er was given. 
 

4. Though He giveth or He taketh, God His children ne’er forsaketh; 

His the loving purpose solely To preserve them pure and holy. 

 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

CONFESSION 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly 

deserve your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy 

name. Amen. 

 
ABSOLUTION 

P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.    

C: Amen 

 

 

 

Phone: 320-395-2573 

Fax:  320-395-2037 

Web: www.stpaullp.org 

Email: stpaulslp@embarqmail.com 



COLLECT 
O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, your humble servants, that by 

your holy inspiration we may think the things that are right and by your merciful 

guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING………..……………………..Jeremiah 20:7-13 
7
O Lord, you have deceived me, and I was deceived; you are stronger than I, and 

you have prevailed. I have become a laughingstock all the day; everyone mocks 

me. 
8
For whenever I speak, I cry out, I shout, “Violence and destruction!” For the 

word of the Lord has become for me a reproach and derision all day long. 
9
If I 

say, “I will not mention him, or speak any more in his name,” there is in my heart 

as it were a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I am weary with holding it in, 

and I cannot. 
10

For I hear many whispering. Terror is on every side! “Denounce 

him! Let us denounce him!” say all my close friends, watching for my fall. 

“Perhaps he will be deceived; then we can overcome him and take our revenge on 

him.” 
11

But the Lord is with me as a dread warrior; therefore my persecutors will 

stumble; they will not overcome me. They will be greatly shamed, for they will 

not succeed. Their eternal dishonor will never be forgotten. 
12

O Lord of hosts, 

who tests the righteous, who sees the heart and the mind, let me see your 

vengeance upon them, for to you have I committed my cause. 
13

Sing to the Lord; 

praise the Lord! For he has delivered the life of the needy from the hand of 

evildoers. 

 

EPISTLE………………………………………………………..Romans 6:12-23 
12

Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its 

passions. 
13

Do not present your members to sin as instruments for 

unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought 

from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. 
14

For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under 

grace.  
15

What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? 

By no means! 
16

Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as 

obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which 

leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 
17

But thanks be to 

God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart 

to the standard of teaching to which you were committed, 
18

and, having been set 

free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 
19

I am speaking in human 

terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your 

members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so 

now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification.    
20

For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to 

righteousness. 
21

But what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of 

which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 
22

But now that 

you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get 

leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 
23

For the wages of sin is death, but 

the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 



GOSPEL LESSON…………………………………..…...Matthew 10:5a, 21-33 
5
These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them,... 

21
”Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and 

children will rise against parents and have them put to death, 
22

and you will be 

hated by all for my name's sake. But the one who endures to the end will be 

saved. 
23

When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next, for truly, I say to 

you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man 

comes. 
24

“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 
25

It 

is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If 

they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they 

malign those of his household. 
26

“So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be 

revealed, or hidden that will not be known. 
27

What I tell you in the dark, say in the 

light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. 
28

And do not fear 

those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy 

both soul and body in hell. 
29

Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one 

of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 
30

But even the hairs of your 

head are all numbered. 
31

Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many 

sparrows. 
32

So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will 

acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, 
33

but whoever denies me before 

men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.” 

 

HYMN #605: “Father Welcomes” Text and tune Copyright 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission 

CCLI #640319 
Refrain: Father welcomes all His children To His family through His Son. 

Father giving His salvation, Life forever has been won. 
 

1. Little children, come to Me, For My kingdom is of these. 

Life and love I have to give, Mercy for your sin. Refrain 
 

2. In the water, in the Word, In His promise, be assured: 

Those who are baptized and believe Shall be born again.  Refrain 
 

3. Let us daily die to sin; Let us daily rise with Him, 

Walk in the love of Christ our Lord, Live in the peace of God. Refrain 

 

SERMON “Under Grace” (Romans 6:12-23) 
 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in 

Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION  

 

HYMN #686: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” (Verses 1,3)  
Text and Music public domain 

1. Come, Thou fount of ev’ry blessing, True my heart to sing Thy grace; 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing, Call for songs of loudest praise. 

While the hope of endless glory Fills my heart with joy and love, 

Teach me ever to adore Thee; May I still Thy goodness prove. 

 

3. Oh, to grace how great a debtor Daily I’m constrained to be; 

Let that grace now like a fetter Bind my wand’ring heart to Thee: 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; Prone to leave the God I love.  

Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

Sun. June 21st 9:00 a.m. WORSHIP W/ COMMUNION 

(also Facebook Live-Stream and 99.9 

FM) 

Mon. June 22nd 7:00 p.m. Special Council Meeting 

Wed. June 24th Noon Deadline for Bulletin 

Sun. June 28th 9:00 a.m. 

Following 

Special Voters Meeting 

WORSHIP W/ COMMUNION 

(also Facebook Live-Stream and 99.9 

FM) 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Romans 5:8 “But God shows his love for us in 
that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  
  

 



 

 

1. CONGRATULATIONS to Miles Andrew Birkholz, son of Andrew and 

Cheryl Birkholz, who will be baptized later today. Sponsors are Amy Parpart, 

Kevin Konerza and Becky Pavelek. 

 

2. SPECIAL VOTERS MEETING JUNE 28, 9:00 a.m. before church services. 

At the annual meeting, it was approved to borrow up to $10,000 from the building 

fund to cover any short-fall in the general fund. The money was borrowed in 

March. Looking at our current rate of donations and expected expenses, we may 

experience another short-fall. The council would like guidance from the 

congregation as to how to fill this expected void should it occur. The council is 

considering two options: Go to the bank for a loan, or borrow more from existing 

funds in our church.  

 

3. COVID-19 POLICY- We have posted our updated COVID-19 Response plan 

in several places at church. We have also posted this to our church website and 

have sent a copy to all congregation members through the mail. If you have any 

questions, please contact an Elder or Pastor Nelson. 

 

4. VBS ITEMS NEEDED- Cool Whip Covers for VBS--We are in need of about 

50 cool whip covers to put in the VBS packets. These covers will be properly 

washed and sanitized before going in the packets. If you have any covers you are 

willing to donate, please bring them to Holasek's Greenhouse. We will be 

collecting these until July 5th. 

 

5. ACOLYTES/USHERS- Acolytes– Please note that you do NOT need to 

report during the month of June. Ushers please report as you feel comfortable 

doing so. 

 

6. CHURCH OFFICES- The church building will continue to remain closed 

during the week. We will maintain normal office hours and our staff can be 

reached by phone or email. For spiritual guidance, counseling, or in the event of 

an emergency, face-to-face meetings will be arranged. 

 

7. PRODUCE- Due to health concerns, this year we will NOT have a Harvest 

Blessings table in the entry way for members to share their garden produce. If you 

have produce you would like to share, you may set up your own table outside the 

building (much like a Farmer’s Market). Please do not place your produce on 

someone else’s table without their permission. Also, remember to practice proper 

Social Distancing and hygiene practices. 

 

8. PANAMA-Griselda Aguilar, deaconess of Dios Es Grande Lutheran Church in 

Panama, wrote a letter to our church to thank us for supporting her food bank.  In 

this letter (translated from Spanish) she states how her church serves the 

indigenous Kuna Yala people.  The church has large families with many 

children.  Because of the pandemic, the people are in total quarantine.  Parents 

must remain in their homes and cannot work.  With the funds that our church sent, 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



Griselda was able to buy food.  This food was distributed in bags for the members 

of the church.  She is very thankful for the help we provided for her during these 

difficult times for Panama and the world. Please consider making a contribution 

to help our sister congregation in Panama.  To do so, you may use your offering 

envelope and mark it “CALMS” or “For Panama” on the envelope and on your 

check memo line. 

 

 

 

9. VBS/CAMP OMEGA DAY CAMP-We will be hosting a VIRTUAL 

VBS/Camp Omega Day Camp the week of July 20th-24th. This will be a 

combination of physical and online materials that will be provided to you. More 

information can be found in the June Lamplighter and will be available on the 

church website and Facebook page in the coming weeks. Registrations ARE 

required. The registration form can be found on the church Website and on our 

Facebook Page. Deadline for registration is July 8
th

. If you have any questions, 

please contact Katie Litzau at the church office.  

 

 

10. AMAZON SMILE- Do you shop on Amazon? If so, try shopping through 

Amazon Smile and have a percentage of what you spend come back to the 

church! Go to http://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-0972168 and shop like usual.  

Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases back 

to the church. 

 

11. BLOOD DRIVE-Glencoe Regional Health is proud to partner with the 

American Red Cross and with local community volunteers to sponsor the 

upcoming Glencoe Community Blood Drive. Glencoe Community Blood Drive, 

Wednesday, July 22, 2020; 1:00 pm - 7:00 pm, Glencoe City Center - Ballroom 

1107 11th Street East Glencoe, MN. BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!  

Appointments fill up quickly! While walk-ins are welcome, often all of the 

appointment slots are taken before the day of the blood drive. It's best to schedule 

an appointment as early as possible to ensure you get in. Schedule your blood 

donation appointment online or by phone: 1. ONLINE- Click on this link to view 

available times and to book your appointment: 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive.  2. PHONE Call Stephanie Beste, 

blood drive coordinator Cell: 651-497-8147. DONATING BLOOD IS SAFE  

Learn how the American Red Cross and the local community organizers keep you 

safe while donating blood: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/glencoe-community-blood-drive-

tickets-105536201620. INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING? Volunteers are an 

important part of making blood drives happen.  If you are interested in 

volunteering, please call Stephanie Beste at 651-497-8147. 

 
 

 

 
 

YOUTH 

MISC 
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