
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  8:00 and 9:30 a.m. 
                
     Church Staff: 

Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Katie Litzau, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

May 23, 2021  

The Day of Pentecost 
 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME 
 

HYMN #496: “Holy Spirit, Light Divine” Text and music: Public domain 

1. Holy Spirit, light divine, Shine upon this heart of mine; 

Chase the shades of night away, Turn the darkness into day. 
 

2. Let me see my Savior’s face, Let me all His beauties trace;  

Show those glorious truths to me Which are only known to Thee. 
 

3. Holy Spirit, pow’r divine, Cleanse this guilty heart of mine; 

In Thy mercy pity me, From sin’s bondage set me free. 
 

5. Holy Spirit, all divine, Dwell within this heart of mine; 

Cast down ev’ry idol throne, Reign supreme, and reign alone. 

 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.    

C: Amen. 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

CONFESSION 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve your present 

and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 

on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

ABSOLUTION 

P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen 
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INTROIT 

P: Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful, 

C: and kindle in them the fire of your love. Alleluia. 

P: How many are your works, O Lord. 

C: In wisdom you made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 

P: These all look to you 

C: to give them their food at the proper time. 

P: When you give it to them, 

C: they gather it up. 

P: When you send your Spirit, they are created, 

C: and you renew the face of the earth. 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning,  

C: is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P: Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful 

C: and kindle in them the fire of your love. Alleluia. 

 

COLLECT 

O God, on this day you once taught the hearts of your faithful people by sending 

them the light of your Holy Spirit. Grant us in our day by the same Spirit to have 

a right understanding in all things and evermore to rejoice in his holy consolation; 

through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in 

communion with the same Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING………………………..………Ezekiel 37:1-14 

 1 The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of 

the Lord and set me down in the middle of the valley it was full of bones. 2 And he 

led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the 

valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3 And he said to me, “Son of man, can these 

bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, 

“Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the 

Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord God to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter 

you, and you shall live. 6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to 

come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, 

and you shall know that I am the Lord.” 
7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a 

sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 And 

I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, 

and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, 

“Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the 

Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that 

they may live.” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into 

them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 
11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of 

Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are indeed 

cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, 

I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will 



bring you into the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I 

open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. 14 And I will put 

my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. 

Then you shall know that I am the Lord; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares 

the Lord.” 

 

SECOND READING…………………………………………..……...Acts 2:1-21 

 1 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 

And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it 

filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire 

appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with 

the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them 

utterance. 
5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every 

nation under heaven. 6 And at this sound the multitude came together, and they 

were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. 
7 And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are 

speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native 

language? 9 Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, 

Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the 

parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11 both Jews and 

proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the 

mighty works of God.” 12 And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 

another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others mocking said, “They are filled with 

new wine.” 
14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed 

them: “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, 

and give ear to my words. 15 For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since 

it is only the third hour of the day. 16 But this is what was uttered through the 

prophet Joel: 
17 “‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my 

Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy and your 

young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; 18 even on my 

male servants and female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and 

they shall prophesy. 19 And I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs 

on the earth below, blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; 20 the sun shall be turned 

to darkness and the moon to blood, before the day of the Lord comes, the great 

and magnificent day. 21 And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon 

the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 

 

HOLY GOSPEL……………………………..……...John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15 

 26 [Jesus said:] “When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the 

Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about 

me. 27 And you also will bear witness, because you have been with me from the 

beginning. 

 16:4b “I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was 

with you. 5 But now I am going to him who sent me, and none of you asks me, 

‘Where are you going?’ 6 But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has 



filled your heart. 7 Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go 

away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will 

send him to you. 8 And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin 

and righteousness and judgment: 9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in 

me; 10 concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no 

longer; 11 concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 
12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 

When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not 

speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare 

to you the things that are to come. 14 He will glorify me, for he will take what is 

mine and declare it to you. 15 All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he 

will take what is mine and declare it to you. 

 

HYMN #500: “Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid” Text and music Public Domain 

1. Creator Spirit, by whose aid The world’s foundations first were laid, 

Come, visit ev’ry humble mind; Come, pour Your joys on humankind; 

From sin and sorrow set us free; May we Your living temples be. 
 

2. O Source of uncreated light, The bearer of God’s gracious might, 

Thrice-holy fount, thrice-holy fire, Our hearts with heav’nly love inspire; 

Your sacred, healing message bring To sanctify us as we sing. 
 

3. Giver of grace, descend from high; Your se’vn-fold gifts to us supply; 

Help us eternal truths receive And practice all that we believe; 

Give us Yourself that we may see The glory of the Trinity. 

 

SERMON “The Spirit at Work” (Acts 2:1-13) 

 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in 

Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 



BENEDICTION 
  

HYMN #650: “Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling” Text and tune: Public domain 

1. Holy Spirit, ever dwelling In the holiest realms of light; 

Holy Spirit, ever brooding O’er a world of gloom and night; 

Holy Spirit, ever raising Those of earth to thrones on high; 

Living, life-imparting Spirit, You we praise and magnify. 
 

2. Holy Spirit, ever living As the Church’s very life;  

Holy Spirit, ever striving Through us in a ceaseless strife; 

Holy Spirit, ever forming In the Church the mind of Christ: 

You we praise with endless worship For Your gifts and fruits unpriced. 
 

3. Holy Spirit, ever working Through the Church’s ministry; 

Quick’ning, strength’ning, and absolving, Setting captive sinners free;  

Holy Spirit, ever binding Age to age and soul to soul 

In communion never ending, You we worship and extol. 
 

POSTLUDE 
+ + + 

 

 

 

1. THANK YOU to Alex Nelson, Zach Jackson, Derek and Katie Litzau for 

providing our music during the 9:30 am service. 

 

2. BIBLE STUDY- A new Bible study is being held on the parables of 

Jesus. Please join us on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. Bible Study will 

continue on May 26. 

  

3. SPECIAL VOTERS MEETING- A special Voters meeting will be held 

TODAY Sunday, May 23 at 9:00 am in the Church Sanctuary. The purpose of the 

meeting will be whether to allow the use of the St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church 

teacherage by non-St. Paul LCMS church workers. (example Zion of Mayer’s 

Vicar.) – Chairman Fred Holasek 

 

4. MEMBERS NEEDED- The Board of Elders is seeking individuals to serve on 

a team tasked with improving the livestreaming of our church services to include 

text for liturgy, hymns and Scriptures. Those interested should contact Gary 

Loontjer (952-836-6025 or garyloontjer1@gmail.com). We are hoping for a group of 

6-8. No advance qualifications needed and all training will be provided. 

MEMORY VERSE: 

1 John 5:11 ~ “And this is the testimony, that God 
gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.” 

 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

mailto:garyloontjer1@gmail.com


 

5. OFFICES CLOSED- The offices will be closed Monday, May 31st in  

observance of Memorial Day. 

 9.  

 

6. ACT PRE-MISSION TRIP MEETING- Our pre-trip meeting will be held 

tonight, Sunday May 23rd at 6:00 p.m. This is our last Youth only meeting before 

our trip. 

 

7. ACT MISSION TRIP YOUTH AND PARENT MEETING will be held 

Sunday, June 6th at 6:30 p.m. Any forms that you have not yet turned in, as well 

as your final payment, will need to be brought to this meeting. 

 

 

8. MEETING- St. Paul LWML monthly meeting will be held June 7th at 7:00 

p.m.  We will be doing blanket tying as well (no previous experience needed).  

Ladies, please join us for our mite in-gathering and monthly devotion. Donations 

for June are designated for McLeod Alliance for Victims of Domestic Abuse.  

 

9. LWML DONATION REMINDER:  Mites and monthly donations may be 

made in person, online to “LWML Missions”, or dropped off at the church office. 

We thank you all for your generous giving in service to our Lord. 

 

 
 

10. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED-Looking for 12 people to work in the hamburger 

stand for Prairie Days on Saturday morning, July 17th, first shift 9:30 -noon. 

Thrivent group-St. Paul's church.  Contact Mary Ann Teubert at 395-2105. 

Calendar of Events 

Sun. May 23rd 8:00 a.m. 

9:00 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 

 

9:30 a.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

WORSHIP 

Special Voters Meeting (Sanctuary) 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE WITH 

COMMUNION 

Graduate Recognition 

ACT Pre-Trip Meeting 

Mon. May 24th 7:00 p.m. 

8:00 p.m. 

COVID Committee Meeting 

Technology Committee Meeting 

Wed. May 26th  Noon 

7:00 p.m. 

Deadline for Bulletin 

Bible Study 

Sun. May 30th 9:00 a.m. JOINT WORSHIP WITH ST. PETER 

(HERE) 

YOUTH 

LWML 

MISC 



 

 

Class of 2021 
Jayden Alsleben ~ Parents Ryan and Shannon Alsleben 

 Graduating from Lester Prairie High School  

Confirmation verse: Joshua 1:9 
 

David Bettcher ~ Parents James and Brenda Bettcher 

Graduating from Glencoe/Silver Lake High School 

Plans after Graduation: Attend Ridgewater College in Hutchinson for 

Multimedia Design Technology 

Favorite church memory: Playing the hand bells.    

Confirmation verse: John 12:46 
 

Katie Feltmann ~ Parents Peter and Christine Feltmann 

 Graduating from Mayer Lutheran High School  

Plans after Graduation: Undecided/Going to Ridgewater to do my 

generals.  

 Favorite church memory: Sunday School  

 Confirmation verse: Philippians 4:13 
 

Zachary Jackson ~ Parents Craig and Tracy Jackson   

 Graduating from Lester Prairie High School  

Plans after Graduation: Attend Concordia College-Moorhead to major in 

Physics 

 Favorite church memory: Going to Idaho for my 9th grade mission trip    

Confirmation verse: Jude 20-21  
 

Anna Litzau ~ Parents Duane and Angela Litzau  

Graduating from Lester Prairie High School  

Plans after Graduation: Attend Southwest Minnesota State University for 

Management/HR  

Favorite church memory: Idaho Mission Trip 2018  

Confirmation verse: Joshua 1:5 

May/June Worship Schedule 

Sunday, May 23: 8:00 am Worship Service (Indoors); 9:30 am 

Outdoor Worship Service with Communion and Graduate 

Recognition 

Sunday, May 30: 9:00 am Joint Worship Service with St. Peter 

(here) 

Sunday, June 6: 8:00 and 9:30 am Worship with Communion 

Sunday, June 13: 8:00 and 9:30 am Worship Services 

Sunday, June 20: 8:00 am Worship Service (Indoors with 

Communion); 9:30 am Outdoor Polka Service with Communion 

Sunday, June 27: 8:00 and 9:30 am Worship Services 



 

Emma Raddatz ~ Parents Timothy and Lisa Raddatz 

 Confirmation verse: Psalm 18:2 
 

Jacob Ross ~ Jeremy Ross and Patti Habisch  

 Graduating from Howard Lake-Waverly-Winsted High School   

Plans after Graduation: Attend Ridgewater in Hutchinson for Machine 

Tool Technology  

Favorite church memory: Darlene’s cheeseburger soup at the soup 

suppers.    

Confirmation verse: Romans 1:16  
 

Beau Schmidt ~ Parents Brett and Darlene Schmidt 

 Graduating from Lester Prairie High School  

 Plans after Graduation: Start carpentry training at RAM  

 Favorite church memory: The Idaho Mission Trips  

Confirmation verse: John 14:6  
 

 


