
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  8:15 and 10:00 a.m. 
Sun School/Bible Study: 9:15 am 

                
     Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Katie Litzau, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

May 9, 2021  

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME 
 

HYMN #706: “Love in Christ Is Strong and Living” Text and tune: Copyright 1980 Concordia 

Publishing House; Used by permission CCLI #643019 

1. Love in Christ is strong and living, Binding faithful hearts in one; 

Love in Christ is true and giving. May His will in us be done. 
 

2. Love is patient and forbearing, clothed in Christ’s humility, 

Gentle, selfless, kind, and caring, Reaching out in charity. 
 

3. Love in Christ abides forever, Fainting not when ills attend; 

Love, forgiving and forgiven, Shall endure until life’s end. 

 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.    

C: Amen. 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

CONFESSION 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve your present 

and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 

on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

ABSOLUTION 

P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen 

 

 

Phone: 320-395-2573 

Fax:  320-395-2037 

Web: www.stpaullp.org 

Email: stpaulslp@embarqmail.com 



INTROIT 

P: Come and listen, all you who fear God; 

C: let me tell you what he has done for me. 

P: Shout with joy to God, all the earth! 

C: Sing to the glory of his name; offer him glory and praise! 

P: Praise our God, O peoples, 

C: let the sound of his praise be heard; 

P: he has preserved our lives 

C: and kept our feet from slipping. 

P: Praise be to God, 

C: who has not rejected my prayer or withheld his love from me! 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning, 

C: is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P: Come and listen, all you who fear God; 

C: let me tell you what he has done for me. 

 

COLLECT 

Lord, because you have promised to give what we ask in the name of your only-

begotten Son, teach us rightly to pray and with all your saints to offer you our 

adoration and praise; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING……………………………………..…………..Acts 10:34-48 

 34 Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no 

partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 

acceptable to him. 36 As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of 

peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37 you yourselves know what 

happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John 

proclaimed: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 

power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 

for God was with him. 39 And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country 

of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 

but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, 41 not to all the people 

but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him 

after he rose from the dead. 42 And he commanded us to preach to the people and 

to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. 
43 To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
44 While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who 

heard the word. 45 And the believers from among the circumcised who had come 

with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on 

the Gentiles. 46 For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. 

Then Peter declared, 47 “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, 

who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he commanded them 

to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some 

days. 

 



EPISTLE……………………………………………………..……...1 John 5:1-8 

 1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and 

everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him. 2 By this we 

know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his 

commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And 

his commandments are not burdensome. 4 For everyone who has been born of God 

overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our 

faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus 

is the Son of God? 
6 This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water 

only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because 

the Spirit is the truth. 7 For there are three that testify: 8 the Spirit and the water and 

the blood; and these three agree. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL…………………………………..…………….…...John 15:9-17 

 9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If 

you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 

Father's commandments and abide in his love. 11 These things I have spoken to you, 

that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 
12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 

you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his 

friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I call 

you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have 

called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to 

you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should 

go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the 

Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17 These things I command you, so that 

you will love one another. 

 

HYMN #556: “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice” (Verses 1,2,4,6) 
Text and music Public Domain 
1. Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice, With exultation springing, 

And with united heart and voice And holy rapture singing, 

Proclaim the wonders God has done, How His right arm the vict’ry won. 

What price our ransom cost Him! 
 

2. Fast bound in Satan’s chains I lay; Death brooded darkly o’er me. 

Sin was my torment night and day; In sin my mother bore me. 

But daily deeper still I fell; My life became a living hell, 

So firmly sin possessed me. 
 

4. But God had seen my wretched state Before the world’s foundation, 

And mindful of His mercies great, He planned for my salvation. 

He turned to me a father’s heart; He did not choose the easy part 

But gave His dearest treasure. 
 

6. The Son obeyed His Father’s will, Was born of virgin mother; 

And God’s good pleasure to fulfill, He came to be my brother. 

His royal pow’r disguised He bore; A servant’s form, like mine, He wore 

To lead the devil captive. 



 

SERMON “Conquer the World” (1 John 5:4-5) 

 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in 

Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
  

HYMN #525: “Crown Him with Many Crowns” (Verses 1,4,5)  
Text and music Public Domain 
1. Crown Him with many crowns, The Lamb upon His throne; 

Hark how the heav’nly anthems drowns All music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing Of Him who died for thee, 

And hail Him as thy matchless king Through all eternity. 

 

4. Crown Him the Lord of life, Who triumphed o’er the grave 

And rose victorious in the strife For those He came to save. 

His glories now we sing, Who died and rose on high,  

Who died eternal life to bring And lives that death may die. 

 

5. Crown Him the Lord of heav’n, Enthroned in worlds above, 

Crown Him the king to whom is giv’n The wondrous name of Love. 

Crown Him with many crowns As thrones before Him fall;  

Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns, For He is king of all. 
 

POSTLUDE 
+ + + 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

1. SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY- Today, May 9th, will be the last day 

of Bible Study on Sunday mornings. We will resume again in the Fall. 

 

2. BIBLE STUDY- A new Bible study will begin on the parables of Jesus. Please 

join us on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. Bible Study will be held on May 

12,19, and 26. 

  

3. ASCENSION DAY SERVICE- There will be a joint Ascension Day service 

on Thursday, May 13th at 7:00 PM at St. Peter Lutheran, Lester Prairie. 

 

4. OFFICES CLOSED- The church offices will be closed on Friday, May 14.  

 

5. SUMMER SCHEDULE- We will begin our summer schedule next Sunday, 

May 16th. Worship services will be 8:00 and 9:30 am. 

 

6. SANDWICH MINISTRY- Volunteers and donations are needed to help 

assemble sandwiches. This month’s sandwich making date is: May 20th at 8:30 

am. Sandwich Making events take place the third Thursday of every month at 

8:30 AM. Everyone is welcome to help with this servant event. (Masks and social 

distancing policies will be followed) 

 

7. MINUTES from the Quarterly Voters Meeting are available on the table 

outside the Lower Narthex Doors. Also available are proposed changes to be 

made to the cemetery policy (which will be discussed at the July Voters Meeting). 

 9.  

 

8. ACT CAMPFIRE - ACT will wrap up with an outdoor campfire on Sunday, 

May 16th from 6:30-8:00pm! This is open to all newly confirmed 8th graders-

12th graders! This will be our last regular event of the school year!  

 

9. GRADUATE RECOGNITION will be Sunday, May 23rd at the 9:30 am 

Outdoor Worship Service. This will be for all current High School Seniors. Please 

return your information and picture to Katie as soon as possible. If you did not 

receive any information, please reach out to DCE Katie.  

 

10. THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU to all of our 2020-2021 

Sunday School staff—Jen Schauer, Zach Jackson, Kara Lee, Terri Novotny, 

Tracy Peterson, Angie Christen, Darlene Schmidt, April Lee, Kim Schauer, Jen 

Mallak, JaNaye Dressler, Sharon Hittle, Karissa Rasset, Patsy Schauer, Katie 

Nelson, Brittany Litzau, Jennie Ruwersma, and Jane Holasek. We are very 

grateful for the amount of time and effort you have put into the Christian 

education here at St. Paul! 

 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

YOUTH 



11. OUTDOOR FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT- We will be hosting an outdoor 

Family Movie Night on Friday, May 14th at 8:00 PM. Join us for snacks as we 

enjoy the movie “Grace Unplugged.” Watch for more information. This is open to 

ALL Congregation and community members. (In case of rain, this event will be 

held indoors, following current COVID Policy guidelines). 

 
 

12. PILLOW CLEANING will be held Wednesday, May 12th from 7:30 am-

3:00 pm at Lester Prairie City Hall. This is sponsored by LP American Legion 

Auxiliary #463. See poster on the bulletin board for more information. 
 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

Sun. May 9th 8:15 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

WORSHIP 

Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP 

Mon. May 10th 8:00 p.m. Council Meeting 

Tues. May 11th 6:00 p.m. ECFE Class 

Wed. May 12th  Noon Deadline for Bulletin 

Thurs. May 13th 7:00 p.m. Ascension Day Service at St. Peter 

Fri. May 14th  

8:00 p.m. 

Church Offices Closed 

Outdoor Movie Night 

Sun. May 16th 8:00 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

ACT Campfire 

May Worship Schedule: 

Sunday, May 9th- 8:15 and 10:00 AM Worship 

Thursday, May 13th- 7:00 PM Ascension Day Service at St. Peter,  

Lester Prairie 

Sunday, May 16th- 8:00 and 9:30 AM Worship with Communion  

(Start of Summer Schedule) 

Sunday, May 23rd- 8:00 AM Indoor service,  

9:30 AM Outdoor service with Communion 

Sunday, May 30th- 9:00 AM Joint worship service with St. Peter,  

HERE 

MISC 

MEMORY VERSE: 

1 John 5:11 ~ “And this is the testimony, that God 
gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.” 

 



Remember Early Registration for St. Paul Families ends June 11th. 

 

Acknowledgement: 

+ Memorials for Roland Bruckschen were received in the total amounts of: 

$200.00 for Sandwich Ministry, $50.00 for LWML-Orphan Grain Train and 

$600.00 for the Organ Fund. 

 
 

VBS/CAMP OMEGA UPDATES 
  

Vacation Bible School (VBS) will be for children ages 3-5 (who 

are potty trained) and Camp Omega Day Camp will be for 

children going into grades 1-5.  
  

Due to COVID, there will be some changes to both the VBS and 

Camp Omega Day Camp programs.  

+ The dates are July 19th-23rd from 9am-NOON (Mon-Fri) 

for both VBS and Camp Omega Day Camp  

***Please note the time change for this year *** 

+ We will be doing as much programming as we can 

OUTSIDE the building (inside use will be used if weather 

does not allow for us to be outside) 

+ Registration numbers will be limited so at this time, EARLY 

REGISTRATION IS OPEN TO ST. PAUL FAMILIES 

ONLY. The deadline for early registration will be Friday, 

June 11th. After that date, registration will be open to the 

public. (Registration forms available soon) 

 

Watch upcoming Lamplighters 

for more information. 
  

 


