
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  8:15 and 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School/Bible Study: 9:15 am 

                
     Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Katie Litzau, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

April 18, 2021   

Third Sunday of Easter 

Holy Communion 
 

PRESERVICE 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME 
 

HYMN #477: “Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven”  
Text (sts. 1,3) and music: Public Domain; (st. 2) copyright 1982 Jubilate Hymns Ltd.; admin. Hope Publishing Co.; used 

by permission CCLI #643019 

1. Alleluia, alleluia! Hearts to heav’n and voices raise:  

Sing to God a hymn of gladness, Sing to God a hymn of praise; 

He who on the cross a victim For the world’s salvation bled- 

Jesus Christ, the King of Glory, Now is risen from the dead. 
 

2. Alleluia, Christ is risen! Death at last has met defeat: 

See the ancient pow’rs of evil In confusion and retreat; 

Once He died, and once was buried: Now He lives forevermore, 

Jesus Christ, the world’s Redeemer, Whom we worship and adore. 
 

Please stand 

3. Alleluia, alleluia! Glory be to God on High:  

Alleluia to the Savior Who has gained the victory; 

Alleluia to the Spirit, Fount of love and sanctity! 

Alleluia, alleluia To the triune Majesty! 
 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, 

C: O Lord, who could stand? 

P: But with you there is forgiveness 

C: therefore you are feared. 

P: O Almighty God, merciful Father, 

C: I, a poor miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your punishment now 

and forever.  But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, 

and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 

bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 
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P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

COLLECT 

O almighty and eternal God, now that you have assured us of the completion of 

our redemption through the resurrection of our Lord Jesus, give us the will to 

show forth in our lives what we profess with our lips; through Jesus Christ, your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING…………………………..…………..…………..Acts 3:11-21 

 11 While [the lame man who was now healed] clung to Peter and John, all 

the people, utterly astounded, ran together to them in the portico called Solomon's. 
12 And when Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do you 

wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we 

have made him walk? 13 The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 

Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you delivered over 

and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him. 14 But you 

denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, 
15 and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are 

witnesses. 16 And his name—by faith in his name—has made this man strong whom 

you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the man this perfect 

health in the presence of you all. 
17 “And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your 

rulers. 18 But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ 

would suffer, he thus fulfilled. 19 Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins 

may be blotted out, 20 that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the 

Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 21 whom heaven 

must receive until the time for restoring all the things about which God spoke by 

the mouth of his holy prophets long ago. 

 

EPISTLE………………………………………….…………..……...1 John 3:1-7 

 1 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called 

children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that 

it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be 

has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, 

because we shall see him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies 

himself as he is pure. 
4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin 

is lawlessness. 5 You know that he appeared in order to take away sins, and in him 

there is no sin. 6 No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on 

sinning has either seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. 

Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. 

 

 

 

 



HOLY GOSPEL………………………………………..…..……...Luke 24:36-49 

 36 As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, 

and said to them, “Peace to you!” 37 But they were startled and frightened and 

thought they saw a spirit. 38 And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why 

do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. 

Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I 

have.” 40 And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41 And 

while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said to them, “Have you 

anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and 

ate before them. 
44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I 

was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the 

Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to 

understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ 

should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I am sending the 

promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with 

power from on high.” 
 

HYMN #531: “Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus” (Verses 1,2,3) 
Text and music: Public domain 
1. Hail, Thou once despised Jesus! Hail, Thou Galilean King! 

Thou didst suffer to release us; Thou didst free salvation bring. 

Hail, Thou universal Savior, Bearer of our sin and shame! 

By Thy merit we find favor: Life is given through Thy name. 
 

2. Pascal Lamb, by God appointed, All our sins on Thee were laid; 

By almighty love anointed, Thou hast full atonement made. 

All Thy people are forgiven Through the virtue of Thy blood; 

Opened is the gate of heaven, Reconciled are we with God. 
 

3. Jesus, hail! Enthroned in glory, There forever to abide; 

All the heav’nly hosts adore Thee, Seated at Thy Father’s side. 

There for sinners Thou art pleading; There Thou dost our place prepare, 

Ever for us interceding Till in glory we appear. 
 

SERMON “Refreshing and Restoring” (Acts 3:11-21) 
 

THE NICENE CREED  

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only‐begotten Son of 

God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very 

God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 

whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And 

the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge 

both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the 



Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 

the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection 

of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And 

lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

  

HYMN #633: “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” (Verses 1,2,5,7)  
Text and tune: Public Domain 

1. At the Lamb’s high feast we sing Praise to our victorious King, 

Who has washed us in the tide Flowing from His pierced side. Alleluia! 
 

2. Praise we Him, whose love divine gives His sacred blood for wine, 

Gives His body for the feast- Christ the victim, Christ the priest. Alleluia! 
 

5. Mighty Victim from the sky, Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 

You have conquered in the fight, You have brought us life and light. Alleluia! 
 

7. Easter triumph, Easter joy! This alone can sin destroy; 

From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, Newborn souls in You to be. Alleluia! 
 

CATECHISM QUESTIONS REVIEWING THE LORD’S SUPPER 

P: What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 

C: It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and 

wine, instituted by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. 

P: What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 

C: These words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” show us 

that in the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life and salvation are given us 

through these words.  For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life 

and salvation. 

P: How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things? 

C: Certainly not just eating and drinking do these things, but the words 

written here: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”  These 

words, along with the bodily eating and drinking, are the main thing in the 

Sacrament.  Whoever believes these words has exactly what they say: 

“forgiveness of sins.” 

 

 



P: Who receives this sacrament worthily? 

C: Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training.  But 

that person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words 

“Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”  But anyone who does not 

believe these words or doubts them is unworthy and unprepared, for the words 

“for you” require all hearts to believe. 

 

ADMONITION TO COMMUNICANTS 

P: I exhort you in Christ that you give attention to the Testament of Christ in true 

faith, and above all take to heart the words with which Christ presents his body and 

blood to us for forgiveness; that you take note of and give thanks for the boundless 

love that he showed us when he saved us from the wrath of God, sin, death, and 

hell by his blood; and that you then externally receive the bread and wine, that is, 

his body and blood, as a guarantee and pledge.  Let us then in his name, according 

to his command, and with his own words administer and receive the Testament. 
 

CONSECRATION OF ELEMENTS 
 

DISTRIBUTION  
+ + +  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

1. THANK YOU to the congregation members that helped with our Adopt-A-

Highway ditch clean-up last Sunday. We appreciate you sharing your time with us 

for this service activity. Thank you to: Larry Hoof, Dale Klaustermeier, Tom 

Feltmann, Fred Holasek, Rev. Eric Nelson, Dan Heiraas, Jim Hoof, Andy, 

Michael, Jennie and Stewart Ruwersma and Jim Hlavka. 

 

2. QUARTERLY VOTERS MEETING will be held this Thursday, April 22nd 

at 7:00 PM. All confirmed members of legal voting age are encouraged to attend 

this meeting. Minutes from the last Voters Meeting are available on the table near 

the lower Narthex doors for you to review. 

 

3. ASCENSION DAY SERVICE- There will be a joint Ascension Day service 

on Thursday, May 13th at 7:00 PM at St. Peter Lutheran, Lester Prairie. 

 

4. LILIES- If you purchased a lily for Easter, please feel free to take one home at 

any time.  
 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Job 19:25 ~ “For I know that my Redeemer lives, 
and at the last he will stand upon the earth.” 
 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



9.  

 

5. ACT will meet tonight at 6:30 pm in the Youth Room. 

 

6. ACT MANDATORY PRE-TRIP MEETING will be tonight at 6:00 pm in 

the Youth Room.  

 

7. KFC- KFC Service Activity Event!! All 5th-8th graders are invited to join us 

on Sunday, April 25th from 11:00am-12:00pm to put together supply kits for the 

McLeod Co Food Shelf!!! Please email Katie Litzau (stpauldce@gmail.com) to 

let her know you are coming BY April 21st. 

 

8. GRADUATE RECOGNITION will be Sunday, May 23rd at the 9:30 am 

Outdoor Worship Service. This will be for all current High School Seniors. 

Information was sent out this past week. Please return your information and 

picture to Katie as soon as possible. If you did not receive any information, please 

reach out to DCE Katie.  

 

9. SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS- The last day of Sunday School will be Sunday, 

May 2nd.  

 

10. OUTDOOR FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT- We will be hosting an outdoor 

Family Movie Night on Friday, May 14th at 8:00 PM. Join us for snacks as we 

enjoy the movie “Grace Unplugged.” Watch for more information. This is open to 

ALL Congregation and community members. (In case of rain, this event will be 

held indoors, following current COVID Policy guidelines). 

 

 
 

11. PILLOW CLEANING will be held Wednesday, May 12th from 7:30 am-

3:00 pm at Lester Prairie City Hall. This is sponsored by LP America Legion 

Auxiliary #463. See poster on the bulletin board for more information. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

YOUTH 

MISC 



Calendar of Events 

 

Sun. April 18th 8:15 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Pre-trip ACT Meeting 

ACT Youth Group 

Mon. April 19th  Noon Deadline for Lamplighter 

Tues. April 20th 6:00 p.m. ECFE Open House 

Wed. April 21st  Noon 

6:00 p.m. 

Deadline for Bulletin 

6th and 7th Grade Confirmation Class 

Thurs. April 22nd  7:00 p.m. Quarterly Voters Meeting 

Sun. April 25th 8:15 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

11:00 p.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP 

KFC Youth Group 

ACT Youth Group 

May Worship Schedule: 

Sunday, May 2nd- 8:15 and 10:00 AM Worship with Communion 

Sunday, May 9th- 8:15 and 10:00 AM Worship 

Thursday, May 13th- 7:00 PM Ascension Day Service at St. Peter,  

Lester Prairie 

Sunday, May 16th- 8:00 and 9:30 AM Worship with Communion  

(Start of Summer Schedule) 

Sunday, May 23rd- 8:00 AM Indoor service,  

9:30 AM Outdoor service with Communion 

Sunday, May 30th- 9:00 AM Joint worship service with St. Peter,  

HERE 


