
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  8:15 and 10:00 a.m. 
Sun School/Bible Study: 9:15 am 

                
     Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Katie Litzau, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

April 11, 2021  

Second Sunday of Easter 
 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME 
 

HYMN #463: “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia” (Verses 1-3) 
Text and music: Public domain 

Christ the Lord is ris’n today; Alleluia! Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia! 

Offer praise with love replete, Alleluia! At the paschal victim’s feet. Alleluia!  
 

For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Alleluia! Sinless in the sinner’s stead. Alleluia! 

Christ the Lord is ris’n on high; Alleluia! Now He lives, no more to die. Alleluia! 
 

Hail, the victim undefiled, Alleluia! God and sinners reconciled, Alleluia! 

When contending death and life, Alleluia! Met in strange and awesome strife. 

Alleluia! 

 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.    

C: Amen. 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

CONFESSION 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve your present 

and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 

on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION 

P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.  C: Amen 

 

 

Phone: 320-395-2573 

Fax:  320-395-2037 

Web: www.stpaullp.org 

Email: stpaulslp@embarqmail.com 



INTROIT 

P: Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, 

C: so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted 

that the Lord is good. Alleluia! 

P: Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; 

C: make known among the nations what he has done. 

P: Sing to him, sing praise to him; 

C: tell of all his wonderful acts. 

P: Glory in his holy name; 

C: let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 

P: Look to the Lord and his strength; 

C: seek his face always. 

P: Remember the wonders he has done, 

C: his miracles, and judgments he pronounced. 

P: He remembers his covenant forever, 

C: the word he commanded, for a thousand generations. 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning, 

C: is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P: Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk 

C: so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted 

that the Lord is good. Alleluia! 

 

COLLECT 

Grant, almighty God, that we who have celebrated the mystery of the Lord’s 

resurrection may by the help of your grace bring forth the fruits thereof in our life 

and conduct; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING ………………………..……………..…………..Acts 4:32-35 

 32 Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, 

and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they 

had everything in common. 33 And with great power the apostles were giving their 

testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 
34 There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands 

or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35 and laid it at the 

apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 

 

EPISTLE……………………………………………...……..……...1 John 1:1-2:2 

 1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have 

seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, 

concerning the word of life— 2 the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, 

and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and 

was made manifest to us— 3 that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also 

to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is 

with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4 And we are writing these things so 

that our joy may be complete. 

 



5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God 

is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say we have fellowship with him 

while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in 

the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood 

of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive 

ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 

to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say we 

have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
2:1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not 

sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 

righteous. 2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the 

sins of the whole world. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL…………………………………..………….…...John 20:19-31 

 19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being 

locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed 

them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 
21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so 

I am sending you.” 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 

them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 

them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” 
24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when 

Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he 

said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger 

into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 
26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with 

them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

“Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my 

hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but 

believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, 

“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 

seen and yet have believed.” 
30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which 

are not written in this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that 

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 

name. 
 

HYMN #470: “O Sons and Daughters of the King” (Verses 1,4,5,6) 
Text and music: Public domain 
1. O sons and daughters of the King, Whom heav’nly hosts in glory sing, 

Today the grave has lost its sting! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

4. That night the apostles met in fear; Among them came their master dear 

And said, “My peace be with you here.” Alleluia, alleluia alleluia! 
 

5. When Thomas first the tidings heard That they had seen the risen Lord, 

He doubted the disciples’ word. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

 



6. “My pierced side, O Thomas, see, And look upon My hands, My feet; 

Not faithless but believing be.” Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

SERMON “The Whole Truth” (John 20:24-29) 

 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in 

Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
  

HYMN #480: “He’s Risen, He’s Risen” (Verses 1,2,3) Text copyright 1941 Concordia 

Publishing House; Music: Public domain; used by permission CCLI #643019 

1. He’s risen, He’s risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord;  

He opened death’s prison, the incarnate, true Word. 

Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song 

And earth, sea, and mountain their praises prolong. 
 

2. The foe was triumphant when on Calvary 

The Lord of creation was nailed to the tree. 

In Satan’s domain did the hosts shout and jeer, 

For Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones fear. 
 

3. But short was their triumph; the Savior arose, 

And death, hell, and Satan He vanquished, His foes. 

The conquering Lord lifts His banner on high; 

He lives, yes, He lives, and will nevermore die. 
 

POSTLUDE 
+ + + 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

1. VOTERS MEETING will be held Thursday, April 22nd at 7:00 pm 

(following social distancing and mask guidelines). 
 

2. THANK YOU to everyone that supported the ACT Mission Trip through the 

Envelope Wall Fundraiser. 
 

3. LWML MCLEOD ZONE SPRING RALLY REMINDER: Pre-registration 

for the LWML Spring Rally is needed by MONDAY, APRIL 12TH to Lois 

Raduenz at 320-395-2028 or larneor@centurylink.net. ALL men and women of 

our congregation are invited. There is NO registration fee. Rally begins at 9:00 

a.m. on Saturday, April 17th. Speaker from The Dwelling Place, a Christian 

ministry for support of domestic violence victims. Free will offerings.                        
 

4. ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY- Our Adopt-a-Highway Ditch clean-up will take place 

TODAY Sunday, April 11th.  Our back-up date will be Sunday, April 25th. 

EVERYONE 12 and older is welcome to help with this service project. We will 

meet at church at Noon to watch the safety video, then drive out to our clean-up 

site. There is a permission slip that needs to be filled out if volunteers are between 

12 and 17. These will be available for you that day. Per MN Department of 

Transportation rules, children under 12 are not allowed to help. 

Sun. April 11th 8:15 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

Noon 

6:30 p.m. 

 

WORSHIP 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP 

Adopt-a-Highway Ditch Clean-Up 

ACT Mission Trip Meeting (Youth & Parent) 

Camp Omega Scholarship Deadline 

Mon. April 12th 8:00 p.m. Council Meeting 

Wed. April 14th Noon 

6:00 p.m. 

Deadline for Bulletin 

6th and 7th Grade Confirmation Class 

Thurs. April 15th 8:30 a.m. Sandwich Ministry 

Sat. April 17th 8:30 a.m. 

9:00 a.m. 

Rally Registration 

LWML Spring Rally 

Sun. April 18th 8:15 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Pre-trip ACT Meeting 

ACT Youth Group 

MEMORY VERSE: 
Job 19:25 ~ “For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last 

he will stand upon the earth.” 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



  

5. SANDWICH MINISTRY-We are thankful to God that we can once again 

meet as a group here in church to make sandwiches the third Thursday of each 

month beginning on April 15th at 8:30 a.m! Anyone from the Lester Prairie area 

is invited to join us as we make 1020 sandwiches for the Marie Sandvik Homeless 

Center. Please wear your mask. We will be social distancing in St. Paul's 

fellowship hall as we continue to feed the hungry. New socks and underwear are 

also needed and may be donated. 
 

9.  

 

6. ACT YOUTH AND PARENT MISSION TRIP MEETING will be tonight at 

6:30 p.m.  

 

7. CAMP OMEGA SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE is TODAY. Any questions, 

please contact DCE Katie. 

 

8. KFC- KFC Service Activity Event!! All 5th-8th graders are invited to join us 

on Sunday, April 25th from 11:00am-12:00pm to put together supply kits for the 

McLeod Co Food Shelf!!! Please email Katie Litzau (stpauldce@gmail.com) to 

let her know you are coming BY April 21st. 
 

 

  

YOUTH 

Acknowledgement: 

+ A memorial for Mildred Nelson (aunt of Rev. Eric Nelson) was received in 

the amount of $5,000.00 for the Organ Fund. 



In the Shadow of Your Wings 
LWML McLeod Zone Spring Rally                                                                                                                               

hosted by LWML of St. Paul Lutheran Church                                                                            

124 Maple St. Lester Prairie, MN 
Saturday, April 17, 2021 

Registration and beverages served 8:30 a.m. 

Rally begins at 9:00 a.m. 

No Registration Fee but Free Will Offering for LWML MN South 

District 

Speaker: Monica Groves, Mission Advancement Director of THE 

DWELLING PLACE The Dwelling Place is a Christian ministry 

providing healing and hope to victims of domestic abuse through 

supportive services and a safe refuge to call home. 

 

Gifts from the Heart: The Dwelling Place                                                                               

Suggested gifts: $25 gift cards to Target, Walmart, Cub Foods, ALDI, 

or household products such as: cleaning supplies, paper products, 

kitchen bags, laundry supplies, towels, TWIN size bedding. 

Please make ALL checks payable to LWML McLeod Zone.   

 

This event is open not only to LWML members but to all men and 

women of our communities.  

 

Please RSVP by April 12 to Lois Raduenz   (320-395-2028)                                                           

or email---larneor@centurylink.net  (please provide attendees’ 

names) 

 

 

 

 

                     

 

 

 

                                                                    

Masks are required and social distancing guidelines in place 

throughout the event.    

Live Streamed:church website: stpaullp.org or FACEBOOK: 

St.Paul Lutheran LP 
 

mailto:email---larneor@centurylink.net

