
  

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 

 

Worship:  8:00 & 10:30 

 Sunday School 9:15 
 

                             Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

March 27, 2022 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 
 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
 

HYMN #915: “Today Your Mercy Calls Us” Text and music: Public domain 

1 Today Your mercy calls us To wash away our sin. 

However great our trespass, Whatever we have been, 

However long from mercy Our hearts have turned away, 

Your precious blood can wash us And make us clean today. 
 

2 Today Your gate is open, And all who enter in 

Shall find a Father's welcome And pardon for their sin. 

The past shall be forgotten, A present joy be giv'n, 

A future grace be promised, A glorious crown in heav'n. 
 

3 Today our Father calls us; The Holy Spirit waits; 

His blessed angels gather Around the heav'nly gates. 

No question will be asked us How often we have come; 

Although we oft have wandered, It is our Father's home. 
 

4 O all-embracing Mercy, O ever-open Door, 

What should we do without You When heart and eye run o'er? 

When all things seem against us, To drive us to despair, 

We know one gate is open, One ear will hear our prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

INVOCATION 
 

A CALL TO WORSHIP 

P: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus (+) Christ. 

C: Amen 

P: I am not ashamed of the Gospel, 

C: because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: 

Phone: 320-395-2573 

Fax:  320-395-2037 

Web: www.stpaullp.org 

Email: stpaulslp@embarqmail.com 

10:30 a.m. 

HYMN#593: “See This Wonder in the Making” (vs. 1-2) 

BAPTISM:  Autumn Faith McCarthy, daughter of Mark & Dawn McCarthy 

HYMN #593: “See This Wonder in the Making” (vs. 3-4) 



  

P: First for the Jew,      

C: then for the Gentile. 

P: For in the Gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, 

C: a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, 

P: Just as it is written:   

C: “The righteous will live by faith.” 
 

INTROIT (read responsively) 

P: Wait for the Lord; 

C: be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord. 

P: One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house of 

the Lord all the days of my life, 

C: to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his temple. 

P: For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe in his dwelling; 

C: he will hide me in the shelter of his tabernacle and set me high upon a rock. 

P: At his tabernacle will I sacrifice with shouts of joy; 

C: I will sing and make music to the Lord. 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning, 

C: is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P: Wait for the Lord; 

C: be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord 

 

COLLECT  
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, your mercies are new every morning, and though 

we have in no way deserved your goodness, you still abundantly provide for all our 

wants of body and soul. Give us, we pray, your Holy Spirit that we may heartily 

acknowledge your merciful goodness toward us, give thanks for all your benefits, and 

serve you in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS…………………..Isaiah 12:1-6, 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
 

GOSPEL LESSON…………………………………………...Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 
 

HYMN #430: “My Song Is Love Unknown” (Verses 1-3) Text: Public domain; Tune 

Copyright John Ireland Trust, used by permission CCLI # 643019 
1 My song is love unknown, My Savior’s love to me, 

Love to the loveless shown That they might lovely be. 

Oh, who am I That for my sake My Lord should take Frail flesh and die? 
 

2 He came from His blest throne Salvation to bestow; 

But men made strange, and none The longed-for Christ would know. 

But, oh, my friend, My Friend indeed, Who at my need His life did spend! 

 

3 Sometimes they strew His way And His sweet praises sing; 

Resounding all the day Hosannas to their King. 

Then “Crucify!” Is all their breath, And for His death They thirst and cry. 
 



  

SERMON: “On His Terms” (Luke 15:17-24) 
 

HYMN #430: “My Song Is Love Unknown” (Verses 4-7) Text: Public domain; Tune 

Copyright John Ireland Trust, used by permission CCLI # 643019 

4 Why, what hath my Lord done? What makes this rage and spite? 

He made the lame to run, He gave the blind their sight. 

Sweet injuries! Yet they at these Themselves displease And 'gainst Him rise. 
 

5 They rise and needs will have My dear Lord made away; 

A murderer they save, The Prince of Life they slay. 

Yet cheerful He To suff'ring goes That He His foes From thence might free. 
 

6 In life no house, no home My Lord on earth might have; 

In death no friendly tomb But what a stranger gave. 

What may I say? Heav'n was His home But mine the tomb Wherein He lay. 
 

7 Here might I stay and sing, No story so divine! 

Never was love, dear King, Never was grief like Thine. 

This is my friend, In whose sweet praise I all my days Could gladly spend! 
 

APOSTLE’S CREED (inside back cover of LSB) 
 

OFFERINGS 
 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER 

P: O Lord God Most High, almighty Fortress and Protector, we praise You for Your 

providence which has brought us to this hour. 

C: In the midst of many dangers and temptations, we are still Your children 

by Your grace through faith in Jesus Christ. 

P: Trusting in Your grace and mercy and believing Your promises to hear our 

prayers, we come before You with praise and thanksgiving. 

C: We give You special thanks, O Lord, for sending Your Son into the world 

to become true man. 

P: Thank You that when He was tempted, as we are, He did not yield to sin but 

remained obedient to You for our sake. 

C: When Satan tempts us through our fleshly appetites, the riches of this 

world, and our love for honor and prestige, help us to use Your Word as our 

weapon against him. 

P: For inspiring men to write it, translate it, and print it so that it is readily available 

to us, we give You hearty thanks. 

C: We confess, O Lord, that we often live as if bread for our bodies is more 

important than food for our souls. 

P: We confess, O Lord, that we often forget to use Your Word as the source of our 

strength in fighting temptation. 

C: For these and many other transgressions, forgive us, O Lord. 

P: As we read, study, and hear Your Word, send us Your Holy Spirit to enlighten 

our minds and strengthen our faith. 

C: May Your Word prove to be a power of healing to the sick, a ray of hope to 

the discouraged, and a companion to the lonely. 

P: Grant peace to our nation, and help us to live according to Your will. 



  

C: In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

P: Lord in Your Mercy 

C: Hear our Prayer 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Inside back cover of Lutheran Service Book) 
 

THE BLESSING  

P: The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 

in the knowledge and love of God, and His Son Jesus Christ, our Lord; and the 

blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son (+), and the Holy Spirit, be among 

you and remain with you always.   

C: Amen. Amen. 
 

HYMN #744: “Amazing Grace” Text and tune: Public domain 

1. Amazing grace how sweet the sound That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost but now am found, Was blind but now I see! 
 

2. The Lord has promised good to me, His Word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be As long as life endures. 
 

3. Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come; 

His grace has brought me safe thus far, His grace will lead me home. 
 

4. Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail And mortal life shall cease, 

Amazing grace shall then prevail In heaven’s joys and peace. 
 

5. When we’ve been there ten thousand years, Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise Than when we’d first begun. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/ POSTLUDE 
 

+ + + 

 

 
 

 

 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Psalm 34:9~ “Oh, fear the Lord, you his saints, for those 
who fear him have no lack!” 
 

Acknowledgement: 
+ Memorials for Sheila Briesemeister were received in the total 
amount of $40.00 for the Organ Fund. 



  

 

 

1. BAPTISM- Congratulations to Autumn Faith McCarthy, daughter of Mark and 

Dawn McCarthy, who will be baptized today during the 10:30 am service. 

Sponsors are: Jennifer Seth, Casey Anderson and Brandon McCarthy. 
 

2. SPECIAL OFFERING-Please consider donating to a special offering initiated 

by the LWML and our church council to give to LCMS-Ukraine.  The Office of 

International Mission —Missouri Synod is working with several Lutheran church 

bodies and missionaries in Europe to help our brothers and sisters in Christ in the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ukraine, Lutheran refugees and others affected 

by the violence.  A basket will be in the Upper Narthex on the Sundays of March 

27th and April 3rd.   

 

3. SERVICE PROJECT-Congregation help needed:  The Sunday School is 

partnering with Lester Prairie Family Outreach to share the love of Christ by 

providing 12 local families with food during the Easter break from school. A 

board with food items needed will be displayed TODAY, Sunday, March 27 (non-

perishable) and Sunday, April 3 (perishable). You can contribute by selecting a 

Post It Note labeled with a food item(s) and bring the item(s) to church the NEXT 

SUNDAY and place them in the bin/cooler by the board. Your support is 

appreciated! 

 

4. EASTER BREAKFAST- The LWML is pleased to announce that the 

EASTER BREAKFAST will be served this year!  Serving time is 7:00-8:30 a.m. 

on April 17th in the church basement. The menu is: scrambled eggs with ham, 

French bread, sweet rolls, juice, coffee and milk. It will be served cafeteria style 

this year. The cost is free will donation. We are requesting volunteer workers for 

both set-up on Saturday, April 16th and for food prep and clean-up on Sunday, 

April 17th. Donations of coffee and butter are also needed. Please sign up on the 

sheet in the upper narthex or leave your name and phone number with Amanda at 

the church office. 320-395-2573. We hope to see you for a delicious Easter meal 

and fellowship with our members!         
 

5. BELL CHOIR- We would like to start a handbell choir again. To do so, we 

need YOU! More ringers are needed. If interested in joining, please come to 

practice on Tuesday at 7:00 PM. We meet in the bell room in the Education Wing. 
 

6. PARSONAGE REMODEL FUND- At the Annual Voters Meeting in 

January, it was decided to move forward with the Parsonage Remodel Fund. 

Please see the board in the Upper Narthex for more information about this project. 

If you would like to donate to this project, you may use your Building Fund 

envelopes, or mark “Parsonage Remodel” on any envelope. 
 

7. FOOD DRIVE- Please help us support the McLeod County Food Shelf during 

their March Campaign.  All donations collected through April 10 are multiplied 

by the Food Fund.  If you would like to donate, please place your items in the cart 

in the main hallway (we are unable to accept items that need to be frozen or 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



  

refrigerated). If you prefer to donate cash instead, cash donations greatly multiply 

the Food Shelf’s ability to purchase healthier fresh, frozen, and perishable foods. 

For every $1 cash donation, the Food Shelf can buy $4 worth of food through 

their access to discount products and programs.  See info on the bulletin board for 

items that are most needed. 
 

8. SCRIPTURE READERS- Darlene Schmidt has volunteered to become our 

Scripture Reader Coordinator- thank you Darlene! If you are interested in 

becoming a scripture reader for Worship Services, please contact Darlene (Cell 

phone 320-583-3022 or email dschmidt@wildbluecoop.com).    

 

9. USHERS NEEDED-Ushers are needed for the Lenten and Holy Week 

services. If you are able to help (you do not need to be on the current Usher list), 

please sign up on the sheet on the desk in the Upper Narthex. 

 

10. ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY- Our next Adopt-a-Highway Ditch clean-up will 

take place on Sunday, April 24th.  Our back-up date will be Sunday, May 1st. 

EVERYONE 12 and older is welcome to help with this service project. We will 

meet at church at Noon that day to watch the safety video, then drive out to our 

clean-up site. There is a permission slip that needs to be filled out if volunteers are 

between 12 and 17. These will be available for you that day. Per MN Department 

of Transportation rules, children under 12 are not allowed to help with ditch 

clean-up. 
 

 

 

11. CAMP OMEGA SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE Is your son or daughter 

going to be attending a camp session at Camp Omega this summer? We have 

some funds set aside to help out with this cost. You will need to turn in a 

confirmation email or letter that shows your son or daughter is registered for a 

2022 Camp Omega   Session. For more information contact a Bd of Ed member: 

Rachelle Krienke, April Lee, or Jen Schauer. Thank you!!  Want to learn more 

about Camp Omega? There are brochures available on the bulletin board across 

from the DCE Office, or you can visit their website: https://campomega.org/ 

 

12. PUPPET SHOW PERFORMANCES- Parents and younger siblings are 

invited to attend a performance of two puppet shows for the Nursery and Grades 

1-2 students performed by the 6-8th grade class on Sunday, April 3rd at 10:00 

a.m. in the Sunday School Music Room.  The plays are entitled: "Jack's Buried 

Treasure" (Pirates are looking for the real treasure in Lester Prairie!) and "What is 

Easter all About?" (A game show dealing with what Easter means to different 

people.) Each play is about 5-7 minutes in length. Hope you can join us 
 

 

 

13. CARDS LWML has Easter and Confirmation cards available for $1.00 each. 

They are on the LWML table in the Upper Narthex. Profit from the cards support 

the National and Mn. So. District Mission projects. Thank you for your help in 

YOUTH 

LWML 

https://campomega.org/


  

our mission work. Birthday, Sympathy, Get Well cards are downstairs on the 

table by the kitchen. 

14. MEETING- St. Paul LWML will meet for the regular monthly meeting on 

Monday, April 4th at 7:00 p.m. ALL ladies: please join us for monthly devotion 

and Christian fellowship. Our monthly mission donations are designated for 

LCMS Joint Seminary Fund & also Adopt a Seminary Student. “Serve the Lord 

with gladness”. 

 

 

 Calendar of Events 

 

 
 

Sun. March 27th  8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

WORSHIP 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP 

Mon. March 28th   Release Time Classes 

Tues. March 29th   

7:00 p.m. 

Release Time Classes 

Bell Choir Practice 

Wed. March 30th   Noon 

3:05 p.m. 

 

7:00 p.m. 

8:00 p.m. 

Deadline for Bulletin 

6th Grade Release Time 

Confirmation Classes 

LENT SERVICE 

Adult Choir Practice 

Fri. April 1st  Church Offices Closed 

Sun. April 3rd 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

Sunday School Puppet Show 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

 

Lenten Service Schedule 
Wed. March 30 (Rev. George Morris, St. Paul, Watertown)..……..…..7:00 PM 

Wed. April 6 (Rev. Eric Nelson, St. Paul, Lester Prairie)……….…….7:00 PM 

Confirmation Sunday, April 10……………………………………...10:30 AM 

Maundy Thursday, April 14…………………………………………...7:00 PM 

Good Friday, April 15……………………………….…..….Noon and 7:00 PM 

Easter Sunday, April 17……………………………….……..6:00 and 9:00 AM 


