
  

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 
 

 Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Ellen Schulteis, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

 March 12, 2023 

Third Sunday in Lent 
 

ADULT CHOIR: “What Kind of Love is This” 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
 

HYMN #423: “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary” Text and music: Public domain 

1. Jesus, refuge of the weary, Blest Redeemer, whom we love, 

Fountain in life's desert dreary, Savior from the world above: 

Often have Your eyes, offended, Gazed upon the sinner's fall; 

Yet upon the cross extended, You have borne the pain of all. 
 

2. Do we pass that cross unheeding, Breathing no repentant vow, 

Though we see You wounded, bleeding, See Your thorn-encircled brow? 

Yet Your sinless death has brought us Life eternal, peace, and rest; 

Only what Your grace hath taught us Calms the sinner's deep distress. 
 

3. Jesus, may our hearts be burning With more fervent love for You; 

May our eyes be ever turning To behold Your cross anew 

Till in glory, parted never From the blessed Savior's side, 

Graven in our hearts forever, Dwell the cross, the Crucified. 
 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen. 
 

CONFESSION 

P: What is Confession? 

C: Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that 

we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God 

Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven 

before God in Heaven. 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto you that 

we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against you by thought, 

word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy, seeking and 

imploring your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C: O Most merciful God, who has given your only begotten Son to die for us, 

have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins, and by 

the Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of you and of your will and true 
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obedience to your Word, to the end that by your grace we may come to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION 

P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake 

forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of the Word I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. C: Amen. 
 

INTROIT 

P: My eyes are ever on the Lord, 

C: for only he will release my feet from the snare. 

P: I cry aloud to the Lord; 

C: I lift up my voice to the Lord for mercy. 

P: I cry to you, O Lord; 

C: I say, “You are my refuge, my portion in the land of the living.” 

P: Listen to my cry, for I am in desperate need; 

C: rescue me from those who pursue me, for they are too strong for me. 

P: Set me free from my prison that I may praise your name. 

C: Then the righteous will gather about me because of your goodness to me. 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning, 

C: is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P: My eyes are ever on the Lord, 

C: for only he will release my feet from the snare. 
 

COLLECT 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray… 

Almighty God, because you know that we of ourselves have no strength, keep us 

both outwardly and inwardly that we may be defended from all adversities that 

may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the 

soul; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS…………………………..Exodus 17:1-7, Romans 5:1-8 

ADULT CHOIR “Written in Red” 

GOSPEL LESSON…………………………………………….……...John 4:5-26 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

THE CREED: The Second Article and Explanation 

All: And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose 

again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 



  

the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

P: What does this mean? 

C: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, 

and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed 

me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from 

death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His 

holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be 

His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting 

righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, 

lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true. 
 

HYMN #722: “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” Text copyright 1978 Lutheran Book of 

Worship; Music: Public domain; used by permission CCLI #643019 

1. Lord, take my hand and lead me Upon life’s way;  

Direct, protect, and feed me From day to day. 

Without Your grace and favor I go astray; 

So take my hand, O Savior, And lead the way. 
 

2. Lord, when the tempest rages, I need not fear, 

For You, the Rock of Ages, Are always near. 

Close by Your side abiding, I fear no foe, 

For when Your hand is guiding, In peace I go. 
 

3. Lord, when the shadows lengthen And night has come, 

I know that You will strengthen My steps toward home. 

Then nothing can impede me, O blessed Friend; 

So take my hand and lead me Unto the end. 
 

SERMON “Suffering, Character and Hope” (Romans 5:3-5) 

OFFERING 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (back cover of Lutheran Service Book) 

BENEDICTION 
 

CLOSING HYMN #738: “Lord of All Hopefulness” Text copyright Oxford University Press; 

tune: Public Domain; used by permission CCLI #643019 

1. Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 

Whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy: 

Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,  

Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 
 

2. Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 

Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe: 

Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray, 

Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 
 



  

Prayer Requests 

+ Cooper John Konerza 

+ Troy Feltmann 

+ Dan Gueningsman 

+ Jennifer Vanderlinde 

+ Cheryl Klemp 

+ Pastor’s Call 

3. Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 

Your hands swift to welcome, Your arms to embrace: 

Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 

Your love in our hearts, Lords, at the eve of the day. 
 

4. Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,  

Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm: 

Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 

Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/POSTLUDE 
 

+ + + 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

Sun. March 12th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

 

WORSHIP 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP 

Scholarship Deadline 

Mon. March 13th   

8:00 p.m. 

Release Time Classes 

Council Meeting 

Wed. March 15th  Noon 

3:05 p.m. 

 

5:30 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

7:45 p.m. 

Deadline for Bulletin 

6th Grade Release Time 

Confirmation Classes 

Lenten Supper 

LENTEN SERVICE 

Adult Choir 

Thurs. March 16th  8:30 a.m. 

 

Sandwich Ministry 

Release Time Classes 

Sun. March 19th  8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

 

5:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

(Grade K-5 Sing) 

ACT Youth Group 

Attendance Last Week 

Sunday: 173 

Bible Study: 18 

Sunday School: 33 

Scripture Reader 

Larry Hoof  

MEMORY VERSE: 
Psalm 124:8 “Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven 
and earth.”  

 



  

 
 
 

1. LENT MEALS- Join us for a pre-service supper Wednesday, March 15th, 

beginning at 5:30. A free will donation will be collected.  A meal will be served 

before each Midweek Lenten Service. Services begin at 7:00 PM. 
 

2. FOOD SHELF - Please help us support the McLeod County Food Shelf during 

their March Campaign.  All donations collected through March are multiplied by 

the Food Fund.  If you would like to donate, please place your items in the cart in 

the main hallway (we are unable to accept items that need to be frozen or 

refrigerated). Monetary donations are always appreciated as well.  See info on the 

bulletin board for items that are most needed. 
 

3. EASTER BREAKFAST – Volunteers are needed to help at the Easter 

Breakfast (April 9th). Please sign-up on the sheet located on the desk in the Upper 

Narthex. 
 

4. USHERS NEEDED for the upcoming Lenten and Holy Week services.  Please 

use the sign-up on the desk in the Upper Narthex if you are able to help! 
  

5. SCHEDULE- For March 19th: ~ Ushers: 1st Service –Larry Hoof, Stewart 

Ruwersma, Jr., Ryan Alsleben, Gene Starke; 2nd Service- Doug Birkholz, Sheldon 

Ehrke, Brett Schmidt, Beau Schmidt; Acolytes: 1st Service- K. Mathews, S. 

Taylor; 2nd Service- A. Schauer; Greeters: 1st Service- Ron & Shelly Trettin; 2nd 

Service-Nick & Karissa Rasset; Scripture Reader-N/A; Helping Hands: LaJean 

Hoof; Flowers: N/A; Worship Bags: Elaine Peterson 

 
 

6. KFC & ACT - Students in grades 4-12 are invited to attend a Feed My 

Starving Children food packing event in Chanhassen on Saturday, March 25 from 

2:00-3:45.  We will meet at church at 1:15 to drive there. We have 25 spots 

reserved, so let Ellie know if you will make it! We will need around 9 adult 

volunteers as well to meet the FMSC chaperone requirements, so adults who 

would like to come with the kids are very welcome. 
 

7. ACT-Please note the change in schedule. We will NOT be meeting on March 

12th. We WILL be meeting March 19th. 
 

8. CAMP OMEGA SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE -Is your son or daughter 

going to be attending a camp session at Camp Omega this summer? We have 

some funds set aside to help out with this cost. You will need to turn in a 

confirmation email or letter that shows your son or daughter is registered for a 

2023 Camp Omega Session. For more information contact Ellie Schulteis.  
 

9. ACOLYTES-7th and 8th grade students/parents- Please check your emails for 

the April-September acolyte sign-up. Each student should sign up for 5-6 

Sundays. Sign-up by March 20th or you will be assigned by the church office. 
 

10. PUPPET SHOW-Parents of Nursery 3-2nd Grade Sunday School students are 

invited to join them for a puppet show on Sunday, March 26th at 9:55 am in the 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

YOUTH 



  

Music Room. This puppet show will be presented by the 6th-8th grade students. 
 

 

 

 

 

 


