
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  8:15 and 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School/Bible Study: 9:15 am 

                
     Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Katie Litzau, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

March 7, 2021   

Third Sunday in Lent 

Holy Communion 
 

PRESERVICE 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME 
 

HYMN #425: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” (Verses 1,2,3) 
Text and tune Public Domain 

1. When I survey the wondrous cross On which the Prince of Glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss And pour contempt on all my pride. 
 

2. Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast Save in the death of Christ, my God; 

All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to His blood. 
 

3. See, from His head, His hands, His feet Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, 

C: O Lord, who could stand? 

P: But with you there is forgiveness 

C: therefore you are feared. 

P: O Almighty God, merciful Father, 

C: I, a poor miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your punishment now 

and forever.  But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, 

and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 

bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
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COLLECT 

Almighty God, because you know that we of ourselves have no strength, keep us 

both outwardly and inwardly that we may be defended from all adversities that 

may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the 

soul; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING………………………..…..Exodus 20:1-17 

 1 And God spoke all these words, saying, 

 2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out 

of the house of slavery. 3 “You shall have no other gods before me. 
4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of 

anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the 

water under the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the 

Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children 

to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing steadfast 

love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
7 “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord 

will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain. 
8 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor, 

and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On 

it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, 

or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. 
11 For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, 

and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and 

made it holy. 
12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the 

land that the Lord your God is giving you. 
13 “You shall not murder. 
14 “You shall not commit adultery. 
15 “You shall not steal. 
16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
17 “You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your 

neighbor's wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, 

or anything that is your neighbor's.” 

 

EPISTLE…………………………………………….……...1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

 18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us 

who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the 

discerning I will thwart.” 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater 

of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the 

wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God 

through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22 For Jews demand 

signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block 

to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, 

Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is 

wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 



26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according 

to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But 

God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak 

in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the 

world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no 

human being might boast in the presence of God. 30 And because of him you are in 

Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification 

and redemption, 31 so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the 

Lord.” 

 

HOLY GOSPEL…………………………………..………………...John 2:13-22 

 13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 

In the temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the 

money-changers sitting there. 15 And making a whip of cords, he drove them all out 

of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-

changers and overturned their tables. 16 And he told those who sold the pigeons, 

“Take these things away; do not make my Father's house a house of trade.” 17 His 

disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 
18 So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these 

things?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise 

it up.” 20 The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and 

will you raise it up in three days?” 21 But he was speaking about the temple of his 

body. 22 When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that 

he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
 

HYMN #533: “Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure” (Verses 1,2,3) 
Text and setting copyright 1982 Concordia Publishing House; Tune: Public Domain; used by permission CCLI #643019 
1. Jesus has come and brings pleasure eternal,  

Alpha, Omega, Beginning and End; 

Godhead, humanity, union supernal,  

O great Redeemer, You come as our friend! 

Heaven and earth, now proclaim this great wonder: 

Jesus has come and brings pleasure eternal! 
 

2. Jesus has come! Now see bonds rent asunder!  

Fetters of death now dissolve, disappear. 

See Him burst through with a voice as of thunder!  

He sets us free from our guilt and our fear, 

Lifts us from shame to the place of His honor. 

Jesus has come! Hear the roll of God’s thunder! 
 

3. Jesus has come as the mighty Redeemer. 

See now the threatening strong one disarmed! 

Jesus breaks down all the walls of death’s fortress, 

Brings forth the pris’ners triumphant, unharmed. 

Satan, you wicked one, own now your master! 

Jesus has come! He, the mighty Redeemer! 
 

SERMON “Temple of God” (John 2:18-22) 
 



THE NICENE CREED  

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only‐begotten Son of 

God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very 

God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 

whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And 

the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge 

both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the 

Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 

the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection 

of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And 

lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

  

HYMN #420: “Christ, the Life of All the Living” (Verses 1,2,7)  
Text and music: Public Domain 

1. Christ, the life of all the living, Christ, the death of death, our foe, 

Who, Thyself for me once giving To the darkest depths of woe: 

Through Thy suff’rings, death, and merit I eternal life inherit. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
 

2. Thou, ah! Thou, hast taken on Thee Bonds and stripes, a cruel rod; 

Pain and scorn were heaped upon Thee, O Thou sinless Son of God! 

Thus didst Thou my soul deliver From the bonds of sin forever. 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
 

7. Then, for all that wrought my pardon, For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 

For Thine anguish in the Garden, I will thank Thee evermore, 

Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, For Thy bleeding and Thy dying, 

For that last triumphant cry, And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. EASTER LILIES- Order forms for Easter Lilies are available on the desk in 

the Upper Narthex or on the church website. Order deadline is March 16. 

 

2. LENT SERVICES- “I am the good shepherd.”  “I am the light of the world.”  

These are two of the six “I am” statements Jesus speaks about himself in the 

Gospel of John.  Join us for our midweek Lent services as we explore these “I 

am” statements.  These statements help us gain a better understanding of who our 

Savior is and what he does for us. Our Lenten services will be held at 7:00 PM on 

Wednesdays. 

 

3. ACT MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISER- Support the members of the ACT 

Mission Trip Team by participating in our “Envelope Wall” Fundraiser. ACT will 

be putting up an “envelope wall” in the narthex through April 4th. Each envelope 

has a number on it (1-100), you may take an envelope(s) and place the amount 

inside that matches the number on the outside of the envelope. Envelopes can be 

returned to the box under the bulletin board by Sunday, April 4th. Online giving is 

also available through the GivePlus Mobile App or the online form found on the 

church website (under Online Giving tab). Any questions, please talk to DCE 

Katie Litzau.  

 

4. SCHOLARSHIPS-ST. PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP applications are 

now available. These scholarships are for Christian Education for individuals 

attending a LCMS Christian School, Pre-School, K-8, High School and College. 

Applications are available on the wall pocket by the church offices. Please return 

applications by TODAY Sunday, March 8th, 2021. 
  

5. BAHR/STREI SCHOLARSHIP applications are also available. The 

Bahr/Strei scholarship is for church work fields of study at a LCMS Concordia 

University or Seminary.  Applications are available on the wall pocket file by the 

church offices. Please return applications by TODAY Sunday, March 8th, 2021. 

 

9.  

 

6. ACT YOUTH GROUP will meet tonight at 6:30 pm in the Youth Room. 

 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Isaiah 45:22 ~ “Turn to me and be saved, all the 
ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no 
other.” 

 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

YOUTH 



7. KFC GAMES!! All 5th-8th graders are invited to join TODAY on Sunday, 

March 7th from 11:00am-12:00pm!!!!  

 

8. ACT COFFEE FUNDRAISER The 2021 ACT Mission Trip Team has 

partnered with Elephant Joe's Coffee for our next fundraiser! We will be selling 

preground bags of coffee NOW through Sunday, March 21st! (Orders will be 

available for pick-up at the Coffee Truck on Sunday, March 28th.) We will also be 

bringing the Elephant Joe's Coffee Truck to the church parking lot on Sunday, 

March 28th from 7:30am-11:30am! $5 from every bag of coffee and $1 from 

every drink will be given back to ACT! If you have any questions, please talk to 

Katie Litzau. 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sun. March 7th  8:15 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

KFC Event 

ACT Youth Group 

Mon. March 8th    4:00 p.m. 

8:00 p.m. 

Release Time Zoom Class 

Council Meeting 

Scholarship Deadline 

Tues. March 9th     4:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

Release Time Zoom Class 

ECFE Class 

LWML Rally Meeting 

Wed. March 

10th    

Noon 

 

7:00 p.m. 

Deadline for Bulletin 

Confirmation Classes 

LENT SERVICE  

Sun. March 

14th 

Daylight Saving Time 

Begins 

8:15 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

 

WORSHIP 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP 

No ACT Youth Group 

Wed. March 10 (Rev. Adam Gless, Zion Lutheran, Mayer)…...…..7:00 PM 

Wed. March 17 (Rev. Eric Nelson, St. Paul, Lester Prairie)..….…..7:00 PM 

Wed. March 24 (Rev. Adam Gless, Zion Lutheran, Mayer)……….7:00 PM 

Sun. March 28, Palm Sunday, Confirmation..…….......……...…..10:00 AM 

Thurs. April 1, Maundy Thursday………...…..………...….…..…..7:00 PM 

Fri. April 2, Good Friday………………...………………....Noon, 7:00 PM 

Sun. April 4, Easter Sunday…………………………….6:00 AM, 9:00 AM 

Please watch the bulletin and website for any updates to this schedule 

Lenten Service Schedule 


