
  

 St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  8:00 & 10:30 am 
  Sunday School: 9:15 am 
 

                        Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Ellen Schulteis, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

March 5, 2023 

Second Sunday in Lent - Divine Service III 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NURSERY 3-4: “Jesus Loves Me” (10:30 am) 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
 

HYMN #425: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” Text and Music: Public Domain 

1. When I survey the wondrous cross On which the Prince of Glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss And pour contempt on all my pride. 
 

2. Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast Save in the death of Christ, my God; 

All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to His blood. 
 

3. See, from His head, His hands, His feet, Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 

Did e'er such love and sorrow meet Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 

4. Were the whole realm of nature mine, That were a tribute far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all! 
 

INVOCATION/CONFESSION/ABSOLUTION (pg. 184, 185) 
 

INTROIT 

P: Remember, O Lord, your great mercy and love, 

C: for they are from of old. 

P: You who fear him, trust in the Lord- 

C: he is their help and shield. 

P: The Lord remembers us and will bless us: 

C: He will bless the house of Israel, he will bless the house of Aaron, 

P: he will bless those who fear the Lord- 

C: small and great alike. 

P: It is we who extol the Lord, 

C: both now and forevermore. Praise the Lord. 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning, 

C: is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P: Remember, O Lord, your great mercy and love, 

C: for they are from of old. 
 

GLORIA PATRI/KYRIE (pg. 186) 
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SALUTATION (189) 
 

COLLECT 
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone 

astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith 

to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word; through Jesus Christ, 

your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS…………………..Genesis 12:1-9, Romans 4:1-8, 13-17 

GOSPEL LESSON…………………………………………...............John 3:1-17 
 

THE NICENE CREED (pg. 191) 
 

HYMN #571: “God Loved the World So That He Gave” Text and Music: Public Domain 

1. God loved the world so that He gave His only Son the lost to save, 

That all who would in Him believe Should everlasting life receive. 
 

2. Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, Who was made flesh and suffered death; 

All then who trust in Him alone Are built on this chief cornerstone. 
 

3. God would not have the sinner die; His Son with saving grace is nigh; 

His Spirit in the Word declares How we in Christ are heaven's heirs. 
 

4. Be of good cheer, for God's own Son Forgives all sins which you have done; 

And, justified by Jesus' blood, Your Baptism grants the highest good. 
 

5. If you are sick, if death is near, This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 

Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; That is the firmest ground of faith. 
 

6. Glory to God the Father, Son, And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To Thee, O blessed Trinity, Be praise now and eternally! 
 

SERMON “Jesus Christ Shines in the Darkness of Our Hearts and the Darkness 

Does NOT Overcome Him” (John 3:1-17) 
 

OFFERTORY (pg. 192-193) 

OFFERING  
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

THE PREFACE (pg. 194) 

THE SANCTUS (pg. 195) 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (pg. 196) 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION/PAX DOMINI (pg. 197) 
 

AGNUS DEI (pg. 198) 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  

#708: “Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart” Text and tune: Public Domain 

Communion Note: 

 

The outer ring of 
each communion 

tray holds one 

colored cup with a 

very small amount 

of wine and a cup of 

white non-alcoholic 
wine. 



  

1. Lord, Thee I love with all my heart; I pray Thee, ne'er from me depart, 

With tender mercy cheer me. Earth has no pleasure I would share, 

Yea, heav'n itself were void and bare If Thou, Lord, wert not near me. 

And should my heart for sorrow break, My trust in Thee can nothing shake. 

Thou art the portion I have sought; Thy precious blood my soul has bought. 

Lord Jesus Christ, My God and Lord, my God and Lord, Forsake me not! I trust 

Thy Word. 
 

2. Yea, Lord, 'twas Thy rich bounty gave My body, soul, and all I have 

In this poor life of labor. Lord, grant that I in ev'ry place 

May glorify Thy lavish grace And help and serve my neighbor. 

Let no false doctrine me beguile; And Satan not my soul defile. 

Give strength and patience unto me To bear my cross and follow Thee. 

Lord Jesus Christ, My God and Lord, my God and Lord, In death Thy comfort 

still afford. 
 

3. Lord, let at last Thine angels come, To Abram's bosom bear me home, 

That I may die unfearing; And in its narrow chamber keep 

My body safe in peaceful sleep Until Thy reappearing. 

And then from death awaken me, That these mine eyes with joy may see, 

O Son of God, Thy glorious face, My Savior and my fount of grace. 

Lord Jesus Christ, my prayer attend, my prayer attend, And I will praise Thee 

without end. 

 

#596: “All Christians Who Have Been Baptized” Text 2004 Concordia Publishing House, music: 

Public Domain. Used by permission CCLI #643019 
1. All Christians who have been baptized, Who know the God of heaven,  

And in whose daily life is prized The name of Christ once given: 

Consider now what God has done, The gifts He gives to ev’ryone 

Baptized into Christ Jesus! 
 

2. You were before your day of birth, Indeed, from your conception, 

Condemned and lost with all the earth, None good, without exception. 

For like your parents’ flesh and blood, Turned inward from the highest good, 

You constantly denied Him. 
 

3. But all of that was washed away- Immersed and drowned forever. 

The water of your Baptism day Restored again whatever 

Old Adam and his sin destroyed And all our sinful selves employed 

According to our nature. 
 

4. In Baptism we now put on Christ- Our shame is fully covered 

With all that He once sacrificed And freely for us suffered. 

For here the flood of His own blood Now makes us holy, right, and good 

Before our heav’nly Father. 
 

5. O Christian, firmly hold this gift And give God thanks forever! 

It gives the power to uplift In all that you endeavor. 

When nothing else revives your soul, Your Baptism stands and makes you whole 



  

And then in death completes you. 
 

6. So use it well! You are made new- In Christ a new creation! 

As faithful Christians, live and do Within your own vocation, 

Until that day when you possess His glorious robe of righteousness 

Bestowed on you forever! 

 
 

COMMON DISMISSAL/NUNC DIMITTIS (pg. 199) 

THE THANKSGIVING (pg. 200) 
 

COLLECT/ BENEDICTION (pg. 201-202) 
 

HYMN #918: “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer” Text and music: Public domain 

1. Guide me, O Thou great Redeemer, Pilgrim through this barren land. 

I am weak, but Thou art mighty; Hold me with Thy pow'rful hand. 

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven Feed me till I want no more; 

Feed me till I want no more. 
 

2. Open now the crystal fountain Whence the healing stream doth flow; 

Let the fiery, cloudy pillar Lead me all my journey through. 

Strong deliv'rer, strong deliv'rer, Be Thou still my strength and shield; 

Be Thou still my strength and shield. 
 

3. When I tread the verge of Jordan, Bid my anxious fears subside; 

Death of death and hell's destruction, Land me safe on Canaan's side. 

Songs of praises, songs of praises I will ever give to Thee; 

I will ever give to Thee. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/POSTLUDE 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Prayer Concerns 

+ Dan Gueningsman 

+ Jennifer Vanderlinde 

+ Troy Feltmann 

+ Sue Loontjer 

+ Doug Minnick 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance Last Week 

Sunday: 176 

Adult Bible Study: 15 

Sunday School: 38  

Today we administer the Sacrament of the Altar.  We believe, teach, and confess that this 

sacrament is “the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, instituted 

by Christ himself for us Christians to eat and drink.” (Luther’s Small Catechism)  

Christ has given us this sacrament for our forgiveness and as an expression of our unity with one 

another.  However, Scripture also says that those who receive this sacrament unworthily are guilty 

of sinning against the body and the blood of our Lord (1 Cor. 11:27-29).  Therefore, we ask that 

those who have not communed with us before to speak with our pastor or an Elder. 



  

 
 
 

1. WELCOME- We welcome Rev. Wismar as our guest Pastor today. 
 

2. LENT SERVICES-The season of Lent has come upon us.  During our 

midweek services this year we will examine a few selected psalms from the 

Psalms of Ascent (these are Psalms 120-134).  These psalms may have been 

spoken by the people during their religious pilgrimages to Jerusalem. Jerusalem is 

also where the season of Lent take us. This season ends with our Lord being 

crucified in this city.  Join us for these midweek services at 7:00 PM and hear 

what these Psalms of Ascent declare to us who are on our way to the Holy City.  
 

3. LENT MEALS- Join us for a pre-service soup supper Wednesday, March 8th, 

beginning at 5:30. Our soups will be creamy chicken and beef vegetable.  A free 

will donation will be collected.  A meal will be served before each Midweek 

Lenten Service.  
 

4.  ST. PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP and Bahr/Strei Scholarship 

applications are available. Applications are available on the wall pocket by the 

church offices. Please return applications by Sunday, March 12th, 2023. 
 

5. FOOD SHELF - Please help us support the McLeod County Food Shelf during 

their March Campaign.  All donations collected through March are multiplied by 

the Food Fund.  If you would like to donate, please place your items in the cart in 

the main hallway (we are unable to accept items that need to be frozen or 

refrigerated). Monetary donations are always appreciated as well.  See info on the 

bulletin board for items that are most needed. 
 

6. USHERS NEEDED for the upcoming Lenten and Holy Week services.  Please 

use the sign-up on the desk in the Upper Narthex if you are able to help! 
  

7. SCHEDULE- For March 12th: ~ Ushers: 1st Service –Derek Zebell, Jim 

Klaustermeier, Shannon Alsleben, Don Hoof; 2nd Service- Peter Feltmann, Cole 

Ehrke, Leighton Buhr, Jason Lyons; Acolytes: 1st Service- M. Peterson, C. 

Novotny; 2nd Service- A. Schauer, E. Dressler; Greeters: 1st Service- John & Julie 

Lange; 2nd Service-Carolyn Toenies; Scripture Reader-N/A; Helping Hands: 

LaJean Hoof; Flowers: N/A; Worship Bags: Elaine Peterson 

 
 

8. MEETING- St. Paul LWML will meet for the monthly meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

on March 6th. Our monthly donation is designated for Orphan Grain Train. 

Orphan Grain Train is a mission which lends aide worldwide. It includes hygiene 

kits, school kits, blankets and more! Our LWML group has donated hundreds of 

blankets and supplies over the years. Our meeting also includes a mite in-

gathering. All ladies of St. Paul: we invite you to join us on Monday, March 6th! 
 

 
 

9. KFC & ACT - Students in grades 4-12 are invited to attend a Feed My 

Starving Children food packing event in Chanhassen on Saturday, March 25 from 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

YOUTH 

LWML 



  

2:00-3:45.  We will meet at church at 1:15 to drive there. We have 25 spots 

reserved, so let Ellie know if you will make it! We will need around 9 adult 

volunteers as well to meet the FMSC chaperone requirements, so adults who 

would like to come with the kids are very welcome. 
 

10. ACT MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISER- Please continue to support the 10 St. 

Paul and 2 St. Peter youth signed up to attend the 2023 Mission Trip to Lake 

Traverse Reservation, SD by using our Envelope Board. To participate in this 

fundraiser, simply pick an envelope off the bulletin board, place ANY amount 

you would like to donate inside, and return the envelope to Ellie in her mailbox! 

(And a huge THANK YOU to those who have already donated!!) 
 

11. CAMP OMEGA SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE -Is your son or daughter 

going to be attending a camp session at Camp Omega this summer? We have 

some funds set aside to help out with this cost. You will need to turn in a 

confirmation email or letter that shows your son or daughter is registered for a 

2023 Camp Omega Session. For more information contact Ellie Schulteis.  
 

12. ACOLYTES-7th and 8th grade students/parents- Please check your emails for 

the April-September acolyte sign-up. Each student should sign up for 5-6 

Sundays.  

 

Calendar of Events 

 

Sun. March 5th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

ACT Youth Group 

Mon. March 6th     

7:00 p.m. 

Release Time Classes 

LWML Meeting 

Wed. March 8th  Noon 

3:05 p.m. 

 

5:30 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

7:45 p.m. 

Deadline for Bulletin 

6th Grade Release Time Classes 

Confirmation Classes 

Soup Supper 

LENT SERVICE 

Adult Choir  

Thurs. March 9th     

7:00 p.m. 

Release Time Classes 

Bible Study 

Sun. March 12th 

 

 

Daylight Saving 

Time Begins 

8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

 

WORSHIP 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP 

ACT Youth Group 

Scholarship Deadline 

MEMORY VERSE: 
Psalm 124:8 “Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven 
and earth.”  

 


