
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  8:15 and 10:00 a.m. 
Sun School/Bible Study: 9:15 am 

                
     Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Katie Litzau, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

February 28, 2021  

Second Sunday in Lent 
 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME 
 

HYMN #685: “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” (Verses 1,2,3) Text Copyright 1978 Lutheran 

Book of Worship; Music: Public domain Used by permission CCLI #643019 

1. Let us ever walk with Jesus, Follow His example pure, 

Through a world that would deceive us And to sin our spirits lure. 

Onward in His footsteps treading, Pilgrims here, our home above, 

Full of faith and hope and love, Let us do the Father’s bidding. 

Faithful Lord, with me abide; I shall follow where You guide. 
 

2. Let us suffer here with Jesus And with patience bear our cross. 

Joy will follow all our sadness; Where He is, there is no loss. 

Though today we sow no laughter, We shall reap celestial joy; 

All discomforts that annoy Shall give way to mirth hereafter. 

Jesus, here I share Your woe; Help me there Your joy to know. 
 

3. Let us gladly die with Jesus. Since by death He conquered death, 

He will free us from destruction, Give to us immortal breath. 

Let us mortify all passion That would lead us into sin; 

And the grave that shuts us in Shall but prove the gate to heaven. 

Jesus, here with You I die, There to live with You on high. 

 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.    

C: Amen. 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

CONFESSION 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve your present 

and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 

on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
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ABSOLUTION 

P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.  C: Amen 

 

INTROIT 

P: Remember, O Lord, your great mercy and love, 

C: for they are from of old. 

P: You who fear him, trust in the Lord- 

C: he is their help and shield. 

P: The Lord remembers us and will bless us: 

C: He will bless the house of Israel, he will bless the house of Aaron, 

P: he will bless those who fear the Lord- 

C: small and great alike. 

P: It is we who extol the Lord, 

C: both now and forevermore. Praise the Lord. 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning, 

C: is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P: Remember, O Lord, your great mercy and love, 

C: for they are from of old. 

 

COLLECT 
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone 

astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith 

to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word; through Jesus Christ, 

your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING………………………..Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

 1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old the Lord appeared to Abram and 

said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2 that I may 

make my covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.” 3 Then 

Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, 4 “Behold, my covenant is with you, 

and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name 

be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father 

of a multitude of nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make 

you into nations, and kings shall come from you. 7 And I will establish my covenant 

between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for 

an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you… 

 15 And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her 

name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16 I will bless her, and moreover, I will 

give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of 

peoples shall come from her.” 

 

 



EPISTLE…………………………………………………..……...Romans 5:1-11 

 1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith 

into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 Not 

only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 

endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and 

hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 
6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 

7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good 

person one would dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that while 

we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since, therefore, we have now been 

justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 
10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 

much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11 More than 

that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have 

now received reconciliation. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL……………………………………………..……...Mark 8:27-38 

 27 And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. 

And on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28 And they 

told him, “John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” 
29 And he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You 

are the Christ.” 30 And he strictly charged them to tell no one about him. 
31 And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things 

and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and 

after three days rise again. 32 And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and 

began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and 

said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of 

God, but on the things of man.” 
34 And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If 

anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow 

me. 35 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for 

my sake and the gospel's will save it. 36 For what does it profit a man to gain the 

whole world and forfeit his soul? 37 For what can a man give in return for his soul? 
38 For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 

generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory 

of his Father with the holy angels.” 
 

HYMN #783: “Take My Life and Let It Be” (Verses 1,2,5,6)  
Text and music: Public Domain 
1. Take my life and let it be Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 

Take my moments and my days, Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 

2. Take my hands and let them move At the impulse of Thy love; 

Take my feet and let them be Swift and beautiful for Thee. 
 

5. Take my will and make it Thine, It shall be no longer mine; 

Take my heart, it is Thine own, It shall be Thy royal throne. 
 



6. Take my love, my Lord, I pour At Thy feet its treasure store; 

Take myself, and I will be Ever, only, all for Thee. 

 

SERMON “Take Up Your Cross” (Mark 8:34) 

 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in 

Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And 

lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
  

HYMN #433: “Glory Be to Jesus” (Verses 1,2,3,6) Text and music: Public domain 

1. Glory be to Jesus, Who in bitter pains 

Poured for me the lifeblood From His sacred veins! 
 

2. Grace and life eternal In that blood I find; 

Blest be His compassion, Infinitely kind! 
 

3. Blest through endless ages Be the precious stream 

Which from endless torment Did the world redeem! 
 

6. Lift we, then, our voices, Swell the mighty flood; 

Louder still and louder Praise the precious blood! 
 

POSTLUDE 
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1. EASTER LILIES- Order forms for Easter Lilies are available on the desk in 

the Upper Narthex (also at the end of the bulletin announcements). Order deadline 

is March 16. 

 

2. LENT SERVICES- “I am the good shepherd.”  “I am the light of the world.”  

These are two of the six “I am” statements Jesus speaks about himself in the 

Gospel of John.  Join us for our midweek Lent services as we explore these “I 

am” statements.  These statements help us gain a better understanding of who our 

Savior is and what he does for us. Our Lenten services will be held at 7:00 PM on 

Wednesdays. 

 

3. ACT MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISER- Support the members of the ACT 

Mission Trip Team by participating in our “Envelope Wall” Fundraiser. ACT will 

be putting up an “envelope wall” in the narthex through April 4th. Each envelope 

has a number on it (1-100), you may take an envelope(s) and place the amount 

inside that matches the number on the outside of the envelope. Envelopes can be 

returned to the box under the bulletin board by Sunday, April 4th. Online giving is 

also available through the GivePlus Mobile App or the online form found on the 

church website (under Online Giving tab). Any questions, please talk to DCE 

MEMORY VERSE: 
Mark 2:17 “And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, “Those who are well have 
no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners.” 

 

Wed. March 3 (Rev. George Morris, St. Paul, Watertown)………..7:00 PM 

Wed. March 10 (Rev. Adam Gless, Zion Lutheran, Mayer)…...…..7:00 PM 

Wed. March 17 (Rev. Eric Nelson, St. Paul, Lester Prairie)..….…..7:00 PM 

Wed. March 24 (Rev. Adam Gless, Zion Lutheran, Mayer)……….7:00 PM 

Sun. March 28, Palm Sunday, Confirmation..…….......……...…..10:00 AM 

Thurs. April 1, Maundy Thursday………...…..………...….…..…..7:00 PM 

Fri. April 2, Good Friday………………...………………....Noon, 7:00 PM 

Sun. April 4, Easter Sunday…………………………….6:00 AM, 9:00 AM 

Please watch the bulletin and website for any updates to this schedule 

LENT SERVICE SCHEDULE 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



Katie Litzau.  

 

4. SCHOLARSHIPS-ST. PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP applications are 

now available. These scholarships are for Christian Education for individuals 

attending a LCMS Christian School, Pre-School, K-8, High School and College. 

Applications are available on the wall pocket by the church offices, or contact 

Amanda and one can be mailed or emailed to you. Please return applications by 

Sunday, March 8th, 2021. 
  

5. BAHR/STREI SCHOLARSHIP applications are also available. The 

Bahr/Strei scholarship is for church work fields of study at a LCMS Concordia 

University or Seminary.  Applications are available on the wall pocket file by the 

church offices, or contact Amanda and one can be mailed or emailed to you. 

Please return applications by Sunday, March 8th, 2021. 

 

6. LWML-Regular monthly meeting of St. Paul LWML will be held on Monday 

March 1st at 7:00 p.m. in the church basement. ALL women of St. Paul Lutheran 

Church are welcome to attend. Mission donations for March are designated for 

Orphan Grain Train. We will have a mite ingathering as well.  Please join us for 

Christian fellowship with our sisters in Christ! 

 

9.  

 

7. ACT YOUTH GROUP will NOT meet tonight. 

 

8. KFC GAMES!! All 5th-8th graders are invited to join us on Sunday, March 

7th from 11:00am-12:00pm!!!! Please email Katie Litzau (stpauldce@gmail.com) 

to let her know you are coming by Thursday, March 4th. 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

Sun. Feb. 28th 8:15 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

WORSHIP 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP 

Mon. March 1st   4:00 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

Release Time Zoom Class 

LWML Meeting 

Tues. March 2nd    4:00 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

Release Time Zoom Class 

Panama Mission Meeting 

Wed. March 3rd   Noon 

 

7:00 p.m. 

Deadline for Bulletin 

Confirmation Classes 

LENT SERVICE  

Sun. March 7th  8:15 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

KFC Event 

ACT Youth Group 

YOUTH 



 
 


