
 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study/ Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

  

Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Ellen Schulteis, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

February 26, 2023 

Divine Service II 

First Sunday in Lent 
 

SUN SCHOOL GR. 6-8 HANDBELLS “Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone) 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
 

HYMN #427: “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” Text and music: Public domain 

1. In the cross of Christ I glory, Tow'ring o'er the wrecks of time. 

All the light of sacred story Gathers round its head sublime. 
 

2. When the woes of life o'ertake me, Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 

Never shall the cross forsake me; Lo, it glows with peace and joy. 
 

3. When the sun of bliss is beaming Light and love upon my way, 

From the cross the radiance streaming Adds more luster to the day. 
 

4. Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure By the Cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, Joys that through all time abide. 
 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 
 

CONFESSION 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve your present 

and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 

on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION 

P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word I 
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therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.    

C: Amen. 
 

INTROIT 

P: He will call upon me, and I will answer him; 

C: I will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him and honor him. 

P: With long life will I satisfy him 

C: and show him my salvation. 

P: If you make the Most High your dwelling- 

C: even the Lord, who is my refuge- 

P: then no harm will befall you, 

C: no disaster will come near your tent. 

P: For he will command his angels concerning you 

C: to guard you in all your ways; 

P: they will lift you up in their hands, 

C: so that you will not strike your foot against a stone. 

P: You will tread upon the lion and the cobra; 

C: you will trample the great lion and the serpent. 

P: “Because he loves me,” says the Lord, “I will rescue him; 

C: I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name. 

P: He will call upon me, and I will answer him; 

C: I will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him and honor him.” 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning, 

C: is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P: He will call upon me, and I will answer him; 

C: I will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him and honor him. 

P: With long life will I satisfy him 

C: and show him my salvation. 
 

KYRIE (spoken) 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord have mercy. 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.  

C: Lord have mercy. 

P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray 

to the Lord.   

C: Lord have mercy. 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.   

C: Amen. 
 

COLLECT 

O almighty and eternal God, we implore you to direct, sanctify, and govern our 

hearts and bodies in the ways of your laws and the works of your commandments 



that through your mighty protection, both now and ever, we may be preserved in 

body and in soul; through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.      
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS………………………..Genesis 3:1-21, Romans 5:12-19 

GOSPEL LESSON…………………………………………...Matthew 4:1-11 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

HYMN #562: “All Mankind Fell in Adam’s Fall” Text and music: Public domain 

1. All mankind fell in Adam’s fall; One common sin infects us all. 

From one to all the curse descends, And over all God’s wrath impends. 
 

2. Through all our pow’rs corruption creeps And us in dreadful bondage keeps; 

In guilt we draw our infant breath And reap its fruits of woe and death. 
 

3. From hearts depraved to evil prone, Flow thoughts and deeds of sin alone;  

God’s image lost, the darkened soul Seeks not nor finds its heav’nly goal. 
 

4. But Christ, the second Adam, came To bear our sin and woe and shame, 

To be our life, our light, our way, Our only hope, our only stay. 
 

5. As by one man all mankind fell And, born in sin, was doomed to hell, 

So by one Man, who took our place, We all were justified by grace. 
 

6. We thank You, Christ; new life is ours, New light, new hope, new strength, 

new pow’rs. 

This grace our ev’ry way attend Until we reach our journey’s end. 
 

SERMON “A Better Answer” (Romans 5:18-19) 
 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED (inside back cover of Lutheran Service Book) 

 

OFFERING 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (inside back cover of Lutheran Service Book) 
 

BENEDICTION 

 

HYMN #566: “By Grace I’m Saved” Text and music: Public domain 

1. By grace I'm saved, grace free and boundless; My soul, believe and doubt it 

not. 

Why stagger at this word of promise? Has Scripture ever falsehood taught? 

No! Then this word must true remain: By grace you too will life obtain. 
 

2. By grace! None dare lay claim to merit; Our works and conduct have no worth. 

God in His love sent our Redeemer, Christ Jesus, to this sinful earth; 

His death did for our sins atone, And we are saved by grace alone. 



 

3. By grace God's Son, our only Savior, Came down to earth to bear our sin. 

Was it because of your own merit That Jesus died your soul to win? 

No, it was grace, and grace alone, That brought Him from His heav'nly throne. 
 

4. By grace! This ground of faith is certain; As long as God is true, it stands. 

What saints have penned by inspiration, What in His Word our God commands,  

Our faith in what our God has done Depends on grace- grace through His Son. 
 

5. By grace to timid hearts that tremble, In tribulation's furnace tried, 

By grace, in spite of fear and trouble, The Father's heart is open wide. 

Where could I help and strength secure If grace were not my anchor sure? 
 

6. By grace! On this I'll rest when dying; In Jesus' promise I rejoice; 

For though I know my heart's condition, I also know my Savior's voice. 

My heart is glad, all grief has flown, Since I am saved by grace alone. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/POSTLUDE 
+ + +  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

1. LENT SERVICES-The season of Lent has come upon us.  During our 

midweek services this year we will examine a few selected psalms from the 

Psalms of Ascent (these are Psalms 120-134).  These psalms may have been 

spoken by the people during their religious pilgrimages to Jerusalem. Jerusalem is 

also where the season of Lent take us. This season ends with our Lord being 

Prayer Concerns 

+ Marriage of Justin Heldt and Amanda 

(Amy) Tostenson 

+ Dan Gueningsman 

+ Jennifer Vanderlinde 

+ Troy Feltmann 

Attendance Last Week 

Worship: 164 

Sun. School/Youth: 31 

Bible Study: 11 

Scripture Reader 

Dave Wroge 

General Fund Info: 

Average weekly General Fund deposit required to meet budget $ 6,216.17 

Approximate Amount received this past week    $ 5,724.55 

(includes Envelopes/Direct Deposit/Loose Change)   

 Net + or – per week              $ -(491.62)    

 

MEMORY VERSE: 
Matthew 7:7 ~ “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you.” 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



crucified in this city.  Join us for these midweek services at 7:00 PM and hear 

what these Psalms of Ascent declare to us who are on our way to the Holy City.  
 

2. CHILI SUPPER- ACT will be hosting a Chili Supper on Wednesday March 

1st (rescheduled date)! The meal will start at 5:30 and serve until shortly before 

church starts at 7:00. Please come support our youth and enjoy some fellowship 

and a tasty supper! Free will donations are encouraged - all the proceeds go to our 

mission trip to Lake Traverse, SD. 

 

3. LENT MEALS-Suppers will be served before each Lent Service (starting at 

5:30 p.m.), hosted by various boards/groups from the church. Please watch for 

more information about these meals. 
 

4. OFFICE CLOSED- Administrative Assistant Amanda will be out of the office 

Friday, March 3rd. Church offices will be closed that day.  
 

5. ST. PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP applications are now available. 

These scholarships are for Christian Education for individuals attending a LCMS  

Christian School, Pre-School, K-8, High School and College. Applications are 

available on the wall pocket by the church offices. Please return applications by 

Sunday, March 12th, 2023. 
 

6. BAHR/STREI SCHOLARSHIP applications are also available. The 

Bahr/Strei scholarship is for church work fields of study at a LCMS Concordia 

University or Seminary.  Applications are available on the wall pocket file by the 

church offices. Please return applications by Sunday, March 12th, 2023. 

 

7. FOOD SHELF - Please help us support the McLeod County Food Shelf during 

their March Campaign.  All donations collected through March are multiplied by 

the Food Fund.  If you would like to donate, please place your items in the cart in 

the main hallway (we are unable to accept items that need to be frozen or 

refrigerated). Monetary donations are always appreciated as well.  See info on the 

bulletin board for items that are most needed. 
 

8. USHERS NEEDED for the upcoming Lenten and Holy Week services.  Please 

use the sign-up on the desk in the Upper Narthex if you are able to help! 
  

9. SCHEDULE- For March 4th: ~ Ushers: 1st Service – Larry Hoof, Stewart 

Ruwersma, Jr., Ryan Alsleben, Gene Starke; 2nd Service- Doug Birkholz, Sheldon 

Ehrke, Brett Schmidt, Beau Schmidt; Acolytes: 1st Service- A. Schauer, A. 

Schoenfeld; 2nd Service- D. Neumann, H. Birkholz; Greeters: 1st Service- N/A; 2nd 

Service-N/A; Scripture Reader-N/A; Helping Hands: LaJean Hoof; Flowers: N/A; 

Worship Bags: Elaine Peterson 

10. THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS- all dollars made available for your 

direction in 2022 that have not been directed to a qualified non-profit by March 

31, will expire. If you are uncertain if you have dollars and are a Thrivent 

member, please call 800-847-4836 and say ‘Thrivent Choice’ to be directed to 

someone who can help you. Or you may do so online through your personal 

Thrivent account. These dollars do not come out of your account funds but from 

Thrivent’s profits. Help out your church or a non-profit you care about.  Call 



today! We thank everyone that has directed their Thrivent Choice Dollars to St. 

Paul Ev. Lutheran Church. 

 

11. CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS for 2022 are available on the desk in the 

Upper Narthex. Statements were not printed for envelopes with a zero giving 

balance. If you have questions about your statement, please contact the church 

office (395-2573). 

 

12. OFFERING ENVELOPES- There are still some offering envelopes for 2023 

that need to be picked up. Please stop by the table in the main hallway and see if 

there are any you can take for your family and friends. 

 

 

13. MEETING- St. Paul LWML will meet for the monthly meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

on March 6th. Our monthly donation is designated for Orphan Grain Train. 

Orphan Grain Train is a mission which lends aide worldwide. It includes hygiene 

kits, school kits, blankets and more! Our LWML group has donated hundreds of 

blankets and supplies over the years. Our meeting also includes a mite in-

gathering. All ladies of St. Paul: we invite you to join us on Monday, March 6th! 

 
 

 

14. KFC & ACT - Students in grades 4-12 are invited to attend a Feed My 

Starving Children food packing event in Chanhassen on Saturday, March 25 from 

2:00-3:45.  We will meet at church at 1:15 to drive there. We have 25 spots 

reserved, so let Ellie know if you will make it! We will need around 9 adult 

volunteers as well to meet the FMSC chaperone requirements, so adults who 

would like to come with the kids are very welcome. 
 

15. ACT MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISER- Please continue to support the 10 St. 

Paul and 2 St. Peter youth signed up to attend the 2023 Mission Trip to Lake 

Traverse Reservation, SD by using our Envelope Board. To participate in this 

fundraiser, simply pick an envelope off the bulletin board, place ANY amount 

you would like to donate inside, and return the envelope to Ellie in her mailbox! 

(And a huge THANK YOU to those who have already donated!!) 
 

16. CAMP OMEGA SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE -Is your son or daughter 

going to be attending a camp session at Camp Omega this summer? We have 

some funds set aside to help out with this cost. You will need to turn in a 

confirmation email or letter that shows your son or daughter is registered for a 

2023 Camp Omega Session. For more information contact Ellie Schulteis.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH 

LWML 



Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Sun. Feb. 26th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP 

ACT Youth Group 

Mon. Feb. 27th    Release Time Classes 

Wed. March 1st   Noon 

3:05 p.m. 

 

5:30 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

7:45 p.m. 

Deadline for Bulletin 

6th Grade Release Time Classes 

Confirmation Classes 

ACT Mission Trip Chili Supper  

LENT SERVICE 

Adult Choir  

Thurs. March 2nd    Release Time Classes 

Fri. March 3rd   Church Offices Closed 

Sun. March 5th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

ACT Youth Group 

LENTEN SERVICE SCHEDULE 
 

Wed. March 1 ACT Mission Trip Chili Supper…...…………..…….5:30 PM 

                 Service (Rev. Joshua Arndt, St. Peter, Lester Prairie)….….7:00 PM 

Wed. March 8 Lent Meal, sponsored by Board of Stewardship……..5:30 PM 

                  Service (Rev. Tyson Mastin, St. John, Plato).………...…..7:00 PM 

Wed. March 15 Lent Meal, sponsored by Bd. Of Ed……......…...….5:30 PM 

               Service (Rev. Eric Nelson, St. Paul, Lester Prairie).….....….7:00 PM 

Wed. March 22 Lent Meal, sponsored by Trustees………….....……5:30 PM 

               Service (Rev. Joshua Arndt, St. Peter, Lester Prairie)..……..7:00 PM 

Wed. March 29 Lent Meal……………………..……………….……5:30 PM 

                Service (Rev. Tyson Mastin, St. John, Plato)….……..…….7:00 PM 

Sun. April 2 Palm Sunday Service...………………….……………..8:00 AM 

Sun. April 2 Palm Sunday Confirmation Service…………………..10:30 AM 

April 6 Maundy Thursday Service.…………………………………...7:00 PM 

April 7 Good Friday Services..…………………….…..….Noon and 7:00 PM 

April 9 Easter Sunday Services…………………….……..6:30 and 9:00 AM 

    (Please note new sunrise service time) 

April 9 Easter Breakfast …………………………………….between services 

 


