
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  8:15 and 10:00 a.m. 
Sun School/Bible Study: 9:15 am 

                
     Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Katie Litzau, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

February 21, 2021  

First Sunday in Lent 
 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME 
 

8:15 AM- HYMN #418: “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days” Text Copyright 1978 

Lutheran Book of Worship; Music: Public domain Used by permission CCLI #643019 

1. O Lord, throughout these forty days You prayed and kept the fast; 

Inspire repentance for our sin, And free us from our past. 
 

2. You strove with Satan, and You won; Your faithfulness endured; 

Lend us Your nerve, Your skill and trust In God’s eternal Word. 
 

3. Though parched and hungry, yet You prayed And fixed Your mind above; 

So teach us to deny ourselves, Since we have known God’s love. 
 

4. Be with us through this season, Lord, And all our earthly days, 

That when the final Easter dawns, We join in heaven’s praise. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Refrain: Father welcomes all His children To His fam’ly through His Son. 

Father giving His salvation, Life forever has been won. 
 

1. Little children, come to Me, For My kingdom is of these. 

Life and love I have to give, Mercy for your sin. Refrain 
 

2. In the water, in the Word, In His promise, be assured:  

Those who are baptized and believe Shall be born again. Refrain 
 

3. Let us daily die to sin; Let us daily rise with Him, 

Walk in the love of Christ our Lord, Live in the peace of God. Refrain 
 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.    

C: Amen. 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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10:00 a.m. 

HYMN #605: “Father Welcomes” (verses 1-2) 

BAPTISM:  Henry Ryan Style, son of Ryan and Amy Style 

HYMN #605: “Father Welcomes” (verse 3) 



CONFESSION 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve your present 

and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 

on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION 

P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.  C: Amen 

 

INTROIT 

P: He will call upon me, and I will answer him; 

C: I will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him and honor him. 

P: With long life will I satisfy him 

C: and show him my salvation. 

P: If you make the Most High your dwelling- 

C: even the Lord, who is my refuge- 

P: then no harm will befall you, 

C: no disaster will come near your tent. 

P: For he will command his angels concerning you 

C: to guard you in all your ways; 

P: they will lift you up in their hands, 

C: so that you will not strike your foot against a stone. 

P: You will tread upon the lion and the cobra; 

C: you will trample the great lion and the serpent. 

P: “Because he loves me,” says the Lord, “I will rescue him; 

C: I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name. 

P: He will call upon me, and I will answer him; 

C: I will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him and honor him.” 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning, 

C: is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P: He will call upon me, and I will answer him; 

C: I will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him and honor him. 

P: With long life will I satisfy him 

C: and show him my salvation. 

 

COLLECT 

O almighty and eternal God, we implore you to direct, sanctify, and govern our 

hearts and bodies in the ways of your laws and the works of your commandments 

that through your mighty protection, both now and ever, we may be preserved in 



body and in soul; through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING………………………..……..Genesis 22:1-18 

 1 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And 

he said, “Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you 

love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one 

of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, 

saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. 

And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which 

God had told him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place 

from afar. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I 

and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” 6 And Abraham 

took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his 

hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7 And Isaac said to 

his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, 

“Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 

Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” 

So they went both of them together. 
9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built 

the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on 

the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the 

knife to slaughter his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven 

and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay 

your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, 

seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13 And Abraham 

lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket 

by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt 

offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord 

will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be 

provided.” 
15 And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven 

16 and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done 

this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I 

will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on 

the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18 and in 

your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed 

my voice.” 

 

EPISTLE…………………………………………...………..……...James 1:12-18 

 12 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has 

stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those 

who love him. 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” 

for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14 But each 

person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15 Then desire 

when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth 

death. 

 



16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17 Every good gift and every perfect 

gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no 

variation or shadow due to change. 18 Of his own will he brought us forth by the 

word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 

 

GOSPEL LESSON…………………………………..…………..…...Mark 1:9-15 

 9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by 

John in the Jordan. 10 And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw 

the heavens being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a 

voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

 12 The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13 And he was 

in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild 

animals, and the angels were ministering to him. 
14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the 

gospel of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 

hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 
 

HYMN #547: “The Lamb” (Verses 1,2,4) Text and tune copyright 1987 MorningStar Music 

Publishers; used by permission CCLI #643019 
1. The Lamb, the Lamb, O Father, where’s the sacrifice? 

Faith sees, believes God will provide the Lamb of price! 
 

Refrain: Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me His own!  

The Lamb is reigning on His throne! 
 

2. The Lamb, the Lamb, One perfect final offering. 

The Lamb, the Lamb, Let earth join heav’n His praise to sing. Refrain 
 

4. He sighs, He dies, He takes my sin and wretchedness. 

He lives, forgives, He gives me His own righteousness. Refrain 

 

SERMON “Lured and Enticed” (James 1:13-15) 

 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in 

Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 
 

 

 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And 

lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
  

HYMN #550: “Lamb of God” Text and tune: Copyright 1985 Straightway Music; admin. EMI. Used by 

permission CCLI #643019 

1. Your only Son, no sin to hide, But You have sent Him from Your side 

To walk upon this guilty sod, And to become the Lamb of God. 

 

Refrain: O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, I love the holy Lamb of God! 

O wash me in His precious blood, My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 
 

2. Your Gift of love they crucified, They laughed and scorned Him as He died: 

The humble King they named a fraud, And sacrificed the Lamb of God. Refrain 
 

3. I was so lost, I should have died, But You have brought me to Your side 

To be led by Your staff and rod, And to be called a lamb of God. Refrain 
 

POSTLUDE 

 
+ + + 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

1. CONGRATULATIONS to Henry Ryan Style, son of Ryan and Amy Style, 

who will be baptized today during the 10:00 am service. Sponsors are Amy 

Blazinski and Zach Peterson. 

 

2. LENT SERVICES- “I am the good shepherd.”  “I am the light of the world.”  

These are two of the six “I am” statements Jesus speaks about himself in the 

Gospel of John.  Join us for our midweek Lent services as we explore these “I 

am” statements.  These statements help us gain a better understanding of who our 

Savior is and what he does for us. Our Lenten services will be held at 7:00 PM on 

Wednesdays. 

 

3. REMINDER- Sermon outlines are available by the Bulletins. 

 

MEMORY VERSE: 
Mark 2:17 “And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, “Those who are well have 
no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners.” 

 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



4. ACT MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISER- Support the members of the ACT 

Mission Trip Team by participating in our “Envelope Wall” Fundraiser. ACT will 

be putting up an “envelope wall” in the narthex through April 4th. Each envelope 

has a number on it (1-100), you may take an envelope(s) and place the amount 

inside that matches the number on the outside of the envelope. Envelopes can be 

returned to the box under the bulletin board by Sunday, April 4th. Online giving is 

also available through the GivePlus Mobile App or the online form found on the 

church website (under Online Giving tab). Any questions, please talk to DCE 

Katie Litzau.  

 

5. SCHOLARSHIPS-ST. PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP applications are 

now available. These scholarships are for Christian Education for individuals 

attending a LCMS Christian School, Pre-School, K-8, High School and College. 

Applications are available on the wall pocket by the church offices, or contact 

Amanda and one can be mailed or emailed to you. Please return applications by 

Sunday, March 8th, 2021. 
  

6. BAHR/STREI SCHOLARSHIP applications are also available. The 

Bahr/Strei scholarship is for church work fields of study at a LCMS Concordia 

University or Seminary.  Applications are available on the wall pocket file by the 

church offices, or contact Amanda and one can be mailed or emailed to you. 

Please return applications by Sunday, March 8th, 2021. 

 

7. LWML-Regular monthly meeting of St. Paul LWML will be held on Monday 

March 1st at 7:00 p.m. in the church basement. ALL women of St. Paul Lutheran 

Church are welcome to attend. Mission donations for March are designated for 

Orphan Grain Train. We will have a mite ingathering as well.  Please join us for 

Christian fellowship with our sisters in Christ! 

 

8. DIRECTORY INFORMATION-If you have moved, changed phone 

numbers, or had a change in personal information this past year, please contact 

the Church Office. 

 

 

9.  

 

9. ACT YOUTH GROUP will meet tonight from 6:30-7:30 pm in the Youth 

Room. 

 

10. KFC GAMES!! All 5th-8th graders are invited to join us on Sunday, March 

7th from 11:00am-12:00pm!!!! Please email Katie Litzau (stpauldce@gmail.com) 

to let her know you are coming by Thursday, March 4th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH 



Calendar of Events 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sun. Feb. 21st 8:15 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

ACT Youth Group 

Mon. Feb. 22nd  4:00 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

Release Time Zoom Class 

Technology Committee Meeting 

Tues. Feb. 23rd   4:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

Release Time Zoom Class 

ECFE Class 

LWML Zone Meeting 

Wed. Feb. 24th  Noon 

 

7:00 p.m. 

Deadline for Bulletin 

Confirmation Classes 

LENT SERVICE  

Sun. Feb. 28th 8:15 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP 

ACT Youth Group 

Wed. Feb. 24 (Rev. Mike Michalk, Mount Olive, Mound)……......7:00 PM 

Wed. March 3 (Rev. George Morris, St. Paul, Watertown)………..7:00 PM 

Wed. March 10 (Rev. Adam Gless, Zion Lutheran, Mayer)…...…..7:00 PM 

Wed. March 17 (Rev. Eric Nelson, St. Paul, Lester Prairie)..….…..7:00 PM 

Wed. March 24 (Rev. Adam Gless, Zion Lutheran, Mayer)……….7:00 PM 

Sun. March 28, Palm Sunday, Confirmation..…….......……...…..10:00 AM 

Thurs. April 1, Maundy Thursday………...…..………...….…..…..7:00 PM 

Fri. April 2, Good Friday………………...………………....Noon, 7:00 PM 

Sun. April 4, Easter Sunday…………………………….6:00 AM, 9:00 AM 

Please watch the bulletin and website for any updates to this schedule 

LENT SERVICE SCHEDULE 


