
  

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  8:00 & 10:30 am 

 Sunday School: 9:15 am 
 

Church Staff: 
 Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor;  Ellen Schulteis, DCE: Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

February 19, 2023 

The Transfiguration of Our Lord - Holy Communion 
 

PRESERVICE 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

HYMN #414: “‘Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here” Text and music: Public domain 

1. ‘Tis good, Lord, to be here! Thy glory fills the night;  

Thy face and garments, like the sun, Shine with unborrowed light. 
 

2. ‘Tis good, Lord, to be here, Thy beauty to behold 

Where Moses and Elijah stand, Thy messengers of old. 
 

3. Fulfiller of the past And hope of things to be, 

We hail Thy body glorified And our redemption see. 
 

4. Before we taste of death, We see Thy kingdom come; 

We long to hold the vision bright And make this hill our home. 
 

5. ‘Tis good, Lord, to be here! Yet we may not remain; 

But since Thou bidst us leave the mount, Come with us to the plain. 
 

INVOCATION (read by pastor) 
 

INTROIT (read responsively)  

P: Exalt the Lord our God and worship at his holy mountain, 

C: for the Lord our God is holy. 

P: The Lord reigns, 

C: let the nations tremble; 

P: he sits enthroned between the cherubim,  

C: let the earth shake. 

P: Great is the Lord in Zion; 

C: he is exalted over all the nations. 

P: Let them praise your great and awesome name- 

C: he is holy. 

P: The King is mighty, he loves justice- 

C: you have established equity; 

P: in Jacob you have done 

C: what is just and right. 

P: Exalt the Lord our God and worship at his footstool; 

C: he is holy. 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
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C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning, 

C: is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P: Exalt the Lord our God and worship at his holy mountain, 

C: for the Lord our God is holy. 
 

KYRIE 

P: Kyrie, God the Father in heaven above, 

C: You abound in gracious love, 

P: Of all things the maker and preserver. 

C: Have mercy, O Lord, have mercy! 

P: Kyrie, O Christ, our King, salvation for all You came to bring. 

C: O Lord Jesus, God’s own Son, our mediator at the heavenly throne, 

P: Hear our cry and grant our supplication. 

C: Have mercy, O Lord, have mercy! 

P: Kyrie, O God the Holy Ghost, 

C: Guard our faith, the gift we need the most, 

P: and bless our life’s last hour 

C: That we leave this sinful world in gladness. 

ALL: Have mercy, O Lord, have mercy! 

 
HYMN: “This is the Feast” 

This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

Whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength,  

And honor, blessing, and glory are His. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Sing with all the people of God,  

And join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and Might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

For the Lamb who was slain Has begun His reign. Alleluia.  

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-80; Tune: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923 CCLI license #643019 
 

 

COLLECT 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. 

All: O God, in the glorious transfiguration of your only-begotten Son you once 

confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the testimony of the ancient fathers, and in 

the voice that came from the bright cloud you wondrously foreshowed our 

adoption by grace. Therefore mercifully make us coheirs with our King of his 

glory, and bring us to the fullness of our inheritance in heaven; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 



  

 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS………………………..Exodus 24:8-18, 2 Peter 1:16-21 

GOSPEL LESSON…………………………………………...Matthew 17:1-9 
 

THE NICENE CREED (inside back cover of LSB) 
 

HYMN #415: “Jesus on the Mountain Peak”  Text copyright 1977 Hope Publishing Co.; Music 

copyright 1998 Tehodore A. Beck; used by permission CCLI #643019 
1. Jesus on the mountain peak Stands alone in glory blazing; 

Let us, if we dare to speak, Join the saints and angels praising. Alleluia! 

 

2. Trembling at His feet we saw Moses and Elijah speaking. 

All the prophets and the law Shout through them their joyful greeting: Alleluia! 

 

3. Swift the cloud of glory came: God proclaiming in its thunder 

Jesus as the Son by name! Nations, cry aloud in wonder, Alleluia! 

 

4. This is God’s beloved Son! Law and prophets sing before Him, 

First and Last and only One. All creation shall adore Him! Alleluia! 

 

SERMON: “A Private Matter” (Matthew 17:1-2)  
 

CONFESSION/ABSOLUTION 

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God, our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 

ALL: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to 

You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your eternal punishment now and forever.  But I am heartily sorry 

for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 

mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter suffering and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful 

being.  Forgive me all my sins and grant me the power of Your Holy Spirit that 

I may amend my sinful life. 

P: God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith.   

C: Amen. 

P: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 
 

OFFERING 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (inside back cover of LSB) 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION/DISTRIBUTION 
 

 

 

 

Communion 

Note: 
The outer ring of 

each communion 

tray holds four  
colored cups of 

white non-
alcoholic wine. 



  

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS: 

#543: “What Wondrous Love Is This” Text and tune: Public domain 

1. What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!  

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this That caused the Lord of bliss 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,  

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 
 

2. When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 

When I was sinking down, sinking down,  

When I was sinking down Beneath God's righteous frown, 

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul,  

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
 

3. To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing;  

To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 

To God and to the Lamb, Who is the great I AM. 

While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing.  

While millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 

4. And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 

And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on. 

And when from death I'm free, I'll sing His love for me, 

And through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on, And through eternity I'll sing on. 

 

#416: “Swiftly Pass the Clouds of Glory” Text Copyright 1994 Oxford University Press, Inc.; Music 

Copyright 2000 Selah Publishing Co. Inc. Used by permission CCLI #643019 

1. Swiftly pass the clouds of glory, Heaven’s voice, the dazzling light: 

Moses and Elijah vanish; Christ alone commands the height! 

Peter, James, and John fall silent, Turning from the summit’s rise 

Downwards toward the shadowed valley Where their Lord has fixed His eyes. 
 

2. Glimpsed and gone the revelation. They shall gain the keep its truth, 

Not by building on the mountain Any shrine or sacred booth, 

But by following the Savior Through the valley to the cross 

And by testing faith’s resilience Through betrayal, pain and loss. 
 

3. Lord, transfigure our perception With the purest light that shines, 

And recast our life’s intentions To the shape of Your designs, 

Till we seek no other glory Than what lies past Calv’ry’s hill 

And our living and our dying And our rising by Your will. 

 
 

BENEDICTION 
HYMN #537: “Beautiful Savior” Text and music: Public domain 

1. Beautiful Savior, King of creations, Son of God and Son of Man! 

Truly I’d love Thee, Truly I’d serve Thee, Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

 

2. Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands,  

Robed in flow’rs of blooming sping; 



  

Today we administer the Sacrament of the Altar.  We believe, teach, and confess that this 

sacrament is “the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, 

instituted by Christ himself for us Christians to eat and drink.” (Luther’s Small Catechism)  

Christ has given us this sacrament for our forgiveness and as an expression of our unity 

with one another.  However, Scripture also says that those who receive this sacrament 

unworthily are guilty of sinning against the body and the blood of our Lord (1 Cor. 11:27-

29).  Therefore, we ask that those who have not communed with us before to speak with 

our pastor or an Elder. 

Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing. 

 

3. Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight, Bright the sparkling stars on high; 

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer Than all the angels in the sky. 

 

4. Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, Son of God and Son of Man!  

Glory and honor, Praise, adoration Now and forevermore be Thine! 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/POSTLUDE  

+ + + 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

1. STATEMENTS for 2022 are available on the desk in the Upper Narthex.  
 

2. ASH WEDNESDAY service will be Wednesday, February 22nd at 7:00 p.m. 
 

3. CHILI SUPPER- ACT will be hosting a Chili Supper on Ash Wednesday 

(February 22)! The meal will start at 5:30 and serve until shortly before church 

starts at 7:00. Please come support our youth and enjoy some fellowship and a 

tasty supper! Free will donations are encouraged - all the proceeds go to our 

mission trip to Lake Traverse, SD. 
 

4. LENT SERVICES-The season of Lent has come upon us.  During our 

midweek services this year we will examine a few selected psalms from the 

Psalms of Ascent (these are Psalms 120-134).  These psalms may have been 

spoken by the people during their religious pilgrimages to Jerusalem. Jerusalem is 

also where the season of Lent take us. This season ends with our Lord being 

crucified in this city.  Join us for these midweek services at 7:00 PM and hear 

what these Psalms of Ascent declare to us who are on our way to the Holy City. 

Prayer Concerns 

+ Dan Gueningsman 

+ Sue Loontjer 

+ Jennifer Vanderlinde 

+ Troy Feltmann 

Attendance Last Week 

Sunday: 147 

Adult Bible Study: 11 

Sun. School/Youth: 33 

Scripture Reader 

Darlene Schmidt 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



  

Suppers will be served before each Lent Service. Please watch for more 

information about these meals. 
 

5. OUT OF OFFICE- Administrative Assistant Amanda will be out of the office 

Friday, February 24th. Church offices will be closed that day. 
 

6. ST. PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP applications are now available. 

These scholarships are for Christian Education for individuals attending a LCMS  

Christian School, Pre-School, K-8, High School and College. Applications are 

available on the wall pocket by the church offices. Please return applications by 

Sunday, March 12th, 2023. 
  

7. BAHR/STREI SCHOLARSHIP applications are also available. The 

Bahr/Strei scholarship is for church work fields of study at a LCMS Concordia 

University or Seminary.  Applications are available on the wall pocket file by the 

church offices. Please return applications by Sunday, March 12th, 2023. 
 

8. UPDATES- If you have moved, changed phone numbers, or had a change in 

personal information this past year, please contact the Church Office with your 

updated information. We want to make sure we have most accurate records. 
 

9. SCHEDULE- For February 26th: ~ Ushers: 1st Service – Paul Mohwinkel, 

Randy Rehmann, Duane Litzau, Zachary Nelson; 2nd Service- Joey Schauer, John 

Lange, Carolyn Toenies, Brandon Schmidt; Acolytes: 1st Service- H. Birkholz; 2nd 

Service- E. Dressler; Greeters: 1st Service- Gaylen & Bonnie Schoenfeld; 2nd 

Service-Brett & Darlene Schmidt; Scripture Reader-Dave Wroge; Helping Hands: 

Lois Raduenz; Flowers: Patsy Schauer; Worship Bags: Elaine Peterson 
 

10. THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS- all dollars made available for your 

direction in 2022 that have not been directed to a qualified non-profit by March 

31, will expire. If you are uncertain if you have dollars and are a Thrivent 

member, please call 800-847-4836 and say ‘Thrivent Choice’ to be directed to 

someone who can help you. Or you may do so online through your personal 

Thrivent account. These dollars do not come out of your account funds but from 

Thrivent’s profits. Help out your church or a non-profit you care about.  Call 

today! We thank everyone that has directed their Thrivent Choice Dollars to St. 

Paul Ev. Lutheran Church. 

 

 

11. MEETING- St. Paul LWML will meet for the monthly meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

on March 6th. Our monthly donation is designated for Orphan Grain Train. 

Orphan Grain Train is a mission which lends aide worldwide. It includes hygiene 

kits, school kits, blankets and more! Our LWML group has donated hundreds of 

blankets and supplies over the years. Our meeting also includes a mite in-

gathering. All ladies of St. Paul: we invite you to join us on Monday, March 6th! 

 
 

 

12. SUNDAY SCHOOL MUSIC REMINDER: Grades 6-8 will play "Amazing 

Grace" on handbells for BOTH services on Sunday, Feb. 26. 

YOUTH 

LWML 



  

 

13. CAMP OMEGA Summer Camp registration is now open for Camp Omega 

in Waterville. Camp offers programming for youth ages 9 to 18 years old. 

Visit campomega.org to learn more. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

Sun. Feb. 19th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Mon. Feb. 20th    

Noon 

Release Time Classes 

Lamplighter Deadline 

Wed. Feb. 22nd   Noon 

3:05 p.m. 

 

5:30 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

Deadline for Bulletin 

6th Grade Release Time Classes 

Confirmation Classes 

ACT Chili Supper 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 

Thurs. Feb. 23rd   

7:00 p.m. 

Release Time Classes 

Bible Study 

Fri. Feb. 24th  Church Offices Closed 

Wedding Rehearsal 

Sat. Feb. 25th  Wedding Ceremony 

Sun. Feb. 26th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP 

ACT Youth Group 

General Fund Info: 

Average weekly General Fund deposit required to meet budget $ 6,216.17 

Approximate Amount received this past week    $ 3,012.00 

(includes Envelopes/Direct Deposit/Loose Change)   

 Net + or – per week              $ -(3,204.17)    

 

Acknowledgement: 
+ A memorial for John Teubert was received in the amount of $1,000.00 for 

the Technology Gift Fund. 

MEMORY VERSE: 
Matthew 7:7 ~ “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you.” 



  

 

 

 

 

LENTEN SERVICE SCHEDULE 
 

Ash Wed. Feb. 22 (Rev. Eric Nelson, St. Paul, Lester Prairie)…….....7:00 PM 

Wed. March 1 (Rev. Joshua Arndt, St. Peter, Lester Prairie)….….…..7:00 PM 

Wed. March 8 (Rev. Tyson Mastin, St. John, Plato)……………...…..7:00 PM 

Wed. March 15 (Rev. Eric Nelson, St. Paul, Lester Prairie).……...….7:00 PM 

Wed. March 22 (Rev. Joshua Arndt, St. Peter, Lester Prairie)..…..…..7:00 PM 

Wed. March 29 (Rev. Tyson Mastin, St. John, Plato)….……….…….7:00 PM 

Palm Sunday Service, Sun. April 2…………………….……………..8:00 AM 

Palm Sunday Confirmation Service, Sun. April 2…………………..10:30 AM 

Maundy Thursday, April 6….………………………………………...7:00 PM 

Good Friday, April 7….…………………………….…..….Noon and 7:00 PM 

Easter Sunday, April 9……………………………….……..6:30 and 9:00 AM 

    (Please note new sunrise service time) 

Easter Breakfast, April 9 …………………………………….between services 

  

 


