
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  8:15 and 10:00 a.m. 
Sun School/Bible Study: 9:15 am 

                
     Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Katie Litzau, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

February 14, 2021  

The Transfiguration of Our Lord 
 

PRESERVICE: “10,000 Reasons” Copyright 2011 Shout! Publishing (ASCAP), Said and Done Music 

(ASCAP) and Thankyou Music (PRS). Used by permission CCLI# 643019 
 

Chorus: Bless the Lord, O my soul, O…my soul; Worship His holy name. 

Sing like never before, O my soul; I’ll worship Your holy name. 
 

The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning. It’s time to sing Your song again. 

Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me, 

Let me be singing when the evening comes.  Chorus 
 

You’re rich in love and You’re slow to anger.  

Your name is great and Your heart is kind. 

For all Your goodness, I will keep on singing; 

Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. Chorus 
 

And on that day, when my strength is failing, 

The end draws near, and my time has come; 

Still my soul will sing Your praise unending. 

Ten thousand years, and then forevermore! Chorus Twice 

 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME 

 

SONG: “This is Amazing Grace” Copyright 2013 Sing My Songs(, Seems Like Music), Phil Wickham 

Music), WB Music Corp, Josh’s Music, FBR Music, and Bethel Church of Redding. Used by permission CCLI#643019 

Who breaks the power of sin and darkness?  

Whose love is mighty and so much stronger? 

The King of glory, the King above all kings. 

Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder 

And leaves us breathless in awe and wonder? 

The King of glory, the King above all kings. 
 

Refrain: This is amazing grace, this is unfailing love, 

That You would take my place, that You would bear my cross. 

You laid down Your life that I would be set free. 

Oh, Jesus, I sing for all that You’ve done for me. 
 

Who brings our chaos back into order? 

Who makes the orphan a son and daughter? 

The King of glory, the King of glory. 
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Who rules the nations with truth and justice, 

Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance? 

The King of glory, the King above all kings.  Refrain 
 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain. 

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave. (3 times) 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain. Worthy, worthy, worthy! Refrain 
 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.    

C: Amen. 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

CONFESSION 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve your present 

and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 

on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION 

P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.  C: Amen 

 

INTROIT 

P: Exalt the Lord our God and worship at his holy mountain, 

C: for the Lord our God is holy. 

P: The Lord reigns, 

C: let the nations tremble; 

P: he sits enthroned between the cherubim,  

C: let the earth shake. 

P: Great is the Lord in Zion; 

C: he is exalted over all the nations. 

P: Let them praise your great and awesome name- 

C: he is holy. 

P: The King is mighty, he loves justice- 

C: you have established equity; 

P: in Jacob you have done 

C: what is just and right. 

P: Exalt the Lord our God and worship at his footstool; 

C: he is holy. 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 



C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning, 

C: is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P: Exalt the Lord our God and worship at his holy mountain, 

C: for the Lord our God is holy. 

 

COLLECT 

O God, in the glorious transfiguration of your only-begotten Son you once 

confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the testimony of the ancient fathers, 

and in the voice that came from the bright cloud you wondrously foreshowed 

our adoption by grace. Therefore mercifully make us coheirs with our King of 

his glory, and bring us to the fullness of our inheritance in heaven; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING………………………..………..2 Kings 2:1-12 

 1 Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a 

whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2 And Elijah said to 

Elisha, “Please stay here, for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha 

said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they 

went down to Bethel. 3 And the sons of the prophets who were in Bethel came out 

to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take away your 

master from over you?” And he said, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, please stay here, for the Lord has sent me to 

Jericho.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave 

you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The sons of the prophets who were at Jericho 

drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take 

away your master from over you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know it; keep 

quiet.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Please stay here, for the Lord has sent me to 

the Jordan.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not 

leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of the sons of the prophets 

also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by 

the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his cloak and rolled it up and struck the water, and 

the water was parted to the one side and to the other, till the two of them could go 

over on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what I shall do for 

you, before I am taken from you.” And Elisha said, “Please let there be a double 

portion of your spirit on me.” 10 And he said, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if 

you see me as I am being taken from you, it shall be so for you, but if you do not 

see me, it shall not be so.” 11 And as they still went on and talked, behold, chariots 

of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a 

whirlwind into heaven. 12 And Elisha saw it and he cried, “My father, my father! 

The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw him no more. 

 

EPISTLE…………………………………..……...2 Corinthians 3:12-13; 4:1-6 

 12Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, 13 not like Moses, who would 

put a veil over his face so that the Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of what 

was being brought to an end…. 



 4:1 Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart. 
2 But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice 

cunning or to tamper with God's word, but by the open statement of the truth we 

would commend ourselves to everyone's conscience in the sight of God. 3 And even 

if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In their case the god 

of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing 

the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For what 

we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your 

servants for Jesus' sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has 

shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 

face of Jesus Christ. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL…………………………………………..…..……...Mark 9:2-9 

 2 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led 

them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 

and his clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no one on earth could bleach 

them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with 

Jesus. 5 And Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make 

three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 6 For he did not 

know what to say, for they were terrified. 7 And a cloud overshadowed them, and a 

voice came out of the cloud, “This is my beloved Son; listen to him.” 8 And 

suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone with them but Jesus only. 
9 And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell no 

one what they had seen, until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

SONG: “Here I Am to Worship” Copyright 2000 Thankyou Music. Used by permission CCLI #643019 

1. Light of the world You stepped down into darkness, Opened my eyes let me see  

Beauty that made this heart adore You, Hope of a life spent with You 
 

Chorus: So here I am to worship, Here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that You’re my God And You’re altogether lovely,  

Altogether worthy Altogether wonderful to me 
 

2. King of all days oh so highly exalted, Glorious in heaven above 
Humbly You came to the earth You created All for love’s sake became poor Chorus 
 

And I’ll never know how much it cost, To see my sin upon that cross 

And I’ll never know how much it cost, To see my sin upon that cross  Chorus 

 

SERMON “The Prophet’s Works” (2 Kings 2:1) 

 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in 

Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 



saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And 

lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

  

SONG: “Above All” Copyright 1999 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music /Lensongs Publishing Used by permission 

CCLI # 643019 
Above all powers, above all kings, Above all nature and all created things; 
Above all wisdom and all the ways of man, You were here before the world began. 
 

Above all kingdoms, above all thrones,  

Above all wonders the world has ever known; 

Above all wealth and treasures of the earth, 

There’s no way to measure what You’re worth. 
 

(Chorus:) Crucified, laid behind the stone; You lived to die, rejected and alone; 

Like a rose…trampled on the ground, You took the fall…and thought of me… 

Above all.” (Sing all Twice) 

 

POSTLUDE 
+ + + 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

1. LENT SERVICES- “I am the good shepherd.’  “I am the light of the world.”  

These are two of the six “I am” statements Jesus speaks about himself in the 

Gospel of John.  Join us for our midweek Lent services as we explore these “I 

am” statements.  These statements help us gain a better understanding of who our 

MEMORY VERSE: 
Mark 2:17 “And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, “Those who are well have 
no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners.” 

 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



Savior is and what he does for us. Our Lenten services will be held at 7:00 PM on 

Wednesdays, beginning Ash Wednesday, February 17th. 

 

2. PRAISE TEAM- Thank you to Paige Heimerl and Sue Loontjer for playing 

today. 

 

3. ACT MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISER- Support the members of the ACT 

Mission Trip Team by participating in our “Envelope Wall” Fundraiser. ACT will 

be putting up an “envelope wall” in the narthex beginning Wednesday, February 

17th through April 4th. Each envelope has a number on it (1-100), you may take an 

envelope(s) and place the amount inside that matches the number on the outside 

of the envelope. Envelopes can be returned to the box under the bulletin board by 

Sunday, April 4th. Options for online giving will also be made available (watch 

for more information to come). Any questions, please talk to DCE Katie Litzau.  

 

4. CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS for 2020 are available on the desk in the 

Upper Narthex. Statements were not printed for envelopes with a zero giving   

balance. If you have questions about your statement, please contact the church 

office (395-2573).  

 

5. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED- We received information on technology updates. 

We are looking for a member or two to join our committee with moving forward 

with the tech expansion. Please respond to Vice-Chairman Larry Hoof (320-224-

7511) by February 18th if you are interested.  
 

6. SCHOLARSHIPS-ST. PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP applications are 

now available. These scholarships are for Christian Education for individuals 

attending a LCMS Christian School, Pre-School, K-8, High School and College. 

Applications are available on the wall pocket by the church offices, or contact 

Amanda and one can be mailed or emailed to you. Please return applications by 

Sunday, March 8th, 2021. 
  

7. BAHR/STREI SCHOLARSHIP applications are also available. The 

Bahr/Strei scholarship is for church work fields of study at a LCMS Concordia 

University or Seminary.  Applications are available on the wall pocket file by the 

church offices, or contact Amanda and one can be mailed or emailed to you. 

Please return applications by Sunday, March 8th, 2021. 

 

8. LWML-Regular monthly meeting of St. Paul LWML will be held on Monday 

March 1st at 7:00 p.m. in the church basement. ALL women of St. Paul Lutheran 

Church are welcome to attend. Mission donations for March are designated for 

Orphan Grain Train. We will have a mite ingathering as well.  Please join us for 

Christian fellowship with our sisters in Christ! 

9.  

 

9. ACT YOUTH GROUP will meet tonight from 6:30-7:30 pm in the Youth 

Room. 

 

 

YOUTH 



 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sun. Feb. 14th 8:15 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP  

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP  

ACT Youth Group 

Mon. Feb. 15th Noon 

4:00 p.m. 

Deadline for Lamplighter 

Release Time Zoom Class 

Tues. Feb. 16th  4:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

Release Time Zoom Class 

ECFE Class 

Wed. Feb. 17th  Noon 

 

7:00 p.m. 

Deadline for Bulletin 

Confirmation Classes 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE WITH 

COMMUNION 

Sat. Feb. 20th 10:00 a.m. Elephant Joe Coffee Truck/Girl Scout Cookie 

Sales (in parking lot until 2:00 p.m.) 

Sun. Feb. 21st 8:15 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

ACT Youth Group 

Ash Wednesday, Feb. 17 with Communion (Rev. Eric Nelson).....7:00 PM 

Wed. Feb. 24 (Rev. Mike Michalk, Mount Olive, Mound)……......7:00 PM 

Wed. March 3 (Rev. George Morris, St. Paul, Watertown)………..7:00 PM 

Wed. March 10 (Rev. Adam Gless, Zion Lutheran, Mayer)…...…..7:00 PM 

Wed. March 17 (Rev. Eric Nelson, St. Paul, Lester Prairie)..….…..7:00 PM 

Wed. March 24 (Rev. Adam Gless, Zion Lutheran, Mayer)……….7:00 PM 

Sun. March 28, Palm Sunday, Confirmation..…….......……...…..10:00 AM 

Thurs. April 1, Maundy Thursday………...…..………...….…..…..7:00 PM 

Fri. April 2, Good Friday………………...………………....Noon, 7:00 PM 

Sun. April 4, Easter Sunday…………………………….6:00 AM, 9:00 AM 

Please watch the bulletin and website for any updates to this schedule 


