
  

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 

 

Worship:  8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 
 Sunday School 9:15 a.m. 

 

                             Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Ellen Schulteis, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

February 12, 2023 

Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

ADULT CHOIR: “Psalm” (Jane Holasek- Flute) 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
 

HYMN #606: “I Lay My Sins on Jesus” Text and music: Public domain 
1. I lay my sins on Jesus, The spotless Lamb of God; 

He bears them all and frees us From the accursed load. 

I bring my guilt to Jesus To wash my crimson stains 

Clean in His blood most precious Till not a spot remains. 

 

2. I lay my wants on Jesus; All fulness dwells in Him; 

He heals all my diseases; My soul He does redeem. 

I lay my griefs on Jesus, My burdens and my cares; 

He from them all releases; He all my sorrows shares. 

 

3. I rest my soul on Jesus, This weary soul of mine; 

His right hand me embraces; I on His breast recline. 

I love the name of Jesus, Immanuel, Christ, the Lord; 

Like fragrance on the breezes His name abroad is poured. 
 

INVOCATION 
 

A CALL TO WORSHIP 

P: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus (+) Christ. 

C: Amen 

P: I am not ashamed of the Gospel, 

C: because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: 

P: First for the Jew,      

C: then for the Gentile. 

P: For in the Gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, 

C: a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, 

P: Just as it is written:   

C: “The righteous will live by faith.” 
 

INTROIT (read responsively) 

P: Many are the woes of the wicked, 

C: but the Lord’s unfailing love surrounds the man who trusts in him. 

Phone: 320-395-2573 

Fax:  320-395-2037 

Web: www.stpaullp.org 

Email: stpaulslp@embarqmail.com 



  

P: Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, 

C: whose sins are covered. 

P: Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord does not count against him 

C: and in whose spirit is no deceit. 

P: I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. 

C: I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord” – and you forgave the 

guilt of my sin. 

P: Therefore let everyone who is godly pray to you while you may be found; 

C: surely when the mighty waters rise, they will not reach him. 

P: You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble 

C: and surround me with songs of deliverance. 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning,  

C: is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P: Many are the woes of the wicked, 

C: but the Lord’s unfailing love surrounds the man who trusts in him. 
 

COLLECT  
O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant 

that they may know and understand the things they ought to do and also may have grace 

and strength to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS……………………………………..see back of bulletin 

ADULT CHOIR “On Eagles’ Wings” 

GOSPEL LESSON…………………………………………...see back of bulletin 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

HYMN #579: “The Law of God Is Good and Wise” Text and tune: Public domain 

1. The Law of God is good and wise And sets His will before our eyes, 

Shows us the way of righteousness, And dooms to death when we transgress. 
 

2. Its light of holiness imparts The knowledge of our sinful hearts 

That we may see our lost estate And turn from sin before too late. 
 

3. To those who help in Christ have found And would in works of love abound 

It shows what deeds are His delight And should be done as good and right. 
 

4. But those who scornfully disdain God's Law shall then in sin remain; 

Its terror in their ear resounds And keeps their wickedness in bounds. 
 

5. The Law is good; but since the fall Its holiness condemns us all; 

It dooms us for our sin to die And has no pow'r to justify. 
 

6. To Jesus we for refuge flee, Who from the curse has set us free, 

And humbly worship at His throne, Saved by His grace through faith alone. 
 

SERMON: “Hard Words” (Matthew 5:27-30) 

 



  

HYMN #580: “The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace” Text and tune: Public domain 

1. The Gospel shows the Father's grace, Who sent His Son to save our race, 

Proclaims how Jesus lived and died That we might thus be justified. 
 

2. It sets the Lamb before our eyes, Who made the atoning sacrifice, 

And calls the souls with guilt oppressed To come and find eternal rest. 
 

3. It brings the Savior's righteousness To robe our souls in royal dress; 

From all our guilt it brings release And gives the troubled conscience peace. 
 

4. It is the pow'r of God to save From sin and Satan and the grave; 

It works the faith which firmly clings To all the treasures which it brings. 
 

5. It bears to all the tidings glad And bids their hearts no more be sad; 

The weary, burdened souls it cheers And banishes their guilty fears. 
 

6. May we in faith its message learn Nor thanklessly its blessings spurn; 

May we in faith its truth confess And praise the Lord, our righteousness. 
 

APOSTLE’S CREED (inside back cover of Lutheran Service Book) 

OFFERINGS 
 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER 

P: O Lord God Most High, almighty Fortress and Protector, we praise You for Your 

providence which has brought us to this hour. 

C: In the midst of many dangers and temptations, we are still Your children 

by Your grace through faith in Jesus Christ. 

P: Trusting in Your grace and mercy and believing Your promises to hear our 

prayers, we come before You with praise and thanksgiving. 

C: We give You special thanks, O Lord, for sending Your Son into the world 

to become true man. 

P: Thank You that when He was tempted, as we are, He did not yield to sin but 

remained obedient to You for our sake. 

C: When Satan tempts us through our fleshly appetites, the riches of this 

world, and our love for honor and prestige, help us to use Your Word as our 

weapon against him. 

P: For inspiring men to write it, translate it, and print it so that it is readily available 

to us, we give You hearty thanks. 

C: We confess, O Lord, that we often live as if bread for our bodies is more 

important than food for our souls. 

P: We confess, O Lord, that we often forget to use Your Word as the source of our 

strength in fighting temptation. 

C: For these and many other transgressions, forgive us, O Lord. 

P: As we read, study, and hear Your Word, send us Your Holy Spirit to enlighten 

our minds and strengthen our faith. 

C: May Your Word prove to be a power of healing to the sick, a ray of hope to 

the discouraged, and a companion to the lonely. 

P: Grant peace to our nation, and help us to live according to Your will. 

C: In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 



  

THE PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

P: Lord in Your Mercy 

C: Hear our Prayer 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Inside back cover of Lutheran Service Book) 
 

THE BLESSING  

P: The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 

in the knowledge and love of God, and His Son Jesus Christ, our Lord; and the 

blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son (+), and the Holy Spirit, be among 

you and remain with you always.   

C: Amen. Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN #662: “Onward, Christian Soldiers” Text and music: Public domain 

1. Onward, Christian soldiers, Marching as to war, 

With the cross of Jesus Going on before. 

Christ, the royal Master, Leads against the foe; 

Forward into battle See His banner go! 
 

Refrain: Onward, Christian soldiers, Marching as to war, 

With the cross of Jesus Going on before. 
 

2. Like a mighty army Moves the Church of God; 

Brothers, we are treading Where the saints have trod. 

We are not divided, All one body we, 

One in hope and doctrine, One in charity. Refrain 
 

3. Crowns and thrones may perish, Kingdoms rise and wane, 

But the Church of Jesus Constant will remain. 

Gates of hell can never ‘Gainst that Church prevail; 

We have Christ’s own promise, And that cannot fail. Refrain 
 

4. Onward, then, ye faithful, Join our happy throng, 

Blend with ours your voices In the triumph song: 

Glory, laud, and honor Unto Christ, the king; 

This through countless ages Men and angels sing. Refrain 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/ POSTLUDE 
 

+ + + 

 

 

 

Scripture Reader 

Jennie Ruwersma 
Prayer Concerns 

+ Dan Gueningsman 

+ Sue Loontjer 

+ Troy Feltmann 

+ Jennifer Vanderlinde 

Attendance Last Week 

Worship:  194 

Sun. School/Youth:  39 

Bible Study: 16 



  

Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

1. STATEMENTS for 2022 are available on the desk in the Upper Narthex.  
 

2. SANDWICH MINISTRY- Volunteers and donations are needed. This month’s 

sandwich making date is February 16, 8:30 am.  Everyone is welcome to help with 

this servant event.  
 

3. ASH WEDNESDAY service will be Wednesday, February 22nd at 7:00 p.m. 
 

4. LENT SERVICES-The season of Lent has come upon us.  During our 

midweek services this year we will examine a few selected psalms from the 

Psalms of Ascent (these are Psalms 120-134).  These psalms may have been 

spoken by the people during their religious pilgrimages to Jerusalem. Jerusalem is 

also where the season of Lent take us. This season ends with our Lord being 

crucified in this city.  Join us for these midweek services at 7:00 PM and hear 

what these Psalms of Ascent declare to us who are on our way to the Holy City.  
 

5.  ST. PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP and Bahr/Strei Scholarship 

applications are available. Applications are available on the wall pocket by the 

church offices. Please return applications by Sunday, March 12th, 2023. 
 

Sun. Feb. 12th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP 

ACT Youth Group 

Mon. Feb. 13th    

8:00 p.m. 

Release Time Classes 

Council Meeting 

Wed. Feb. 15th  Noon 

3:05 p.m. 

 

7:00 p.m. 

Deadline for Bulletin 

6th Grade Release Time Classes 

Confirmation Classes 

Adult Choir Practice 

Thurs. Feb. 16th 8:30 a.m. Sandwich Ministry 

Release Time Classes 

Sun. Feb. 19th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

MEMORY VERSE: 
Matthew 7:7 ~ “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you.” 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



  

6. THANK YOU! In 2022 St. Paul supported the McLeod Food Shelf with a total 

donation of 315 pounds of food and $2,016.74. Thank you for generously 

donating! 
 

7. SCHEDULE- For February 19th: ~ Ushers: 1st Service – Darian Litzau, Paul 

Loegelin, Jim Hoof; 2nd Service- Brad Ernst, Doug Hecksel, Nathan Ide; 

Acolytes: 1st Service- K. Mallak, K. Mathews; 2nd Service- E. Dressler, A. 

Schoenfeld; Greeters: 1st Service- Ralph, Donna, Kori Machemehl; 2nd Service-

Jerry & Sue Rolf; Scripture Reader-Darlene Schmidt; Helping Hands: Lois 

Raduenz; Flowers: Patsy Schauer; Worship Bags: Elaine Peterson 

 
 

8. ACT PIZZA PICK-UP will be today from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. near the East 

Entrance doors. 
 

9. CHILI SUPPER- ACT will be hosting a Chili Supper on Ash Wednesday 

(February 22)! The meal will start at 5:30 and serve until shortly before church 

starts at 7:00. Please come support our youth and enjoy some fellowship and a 

tasty supper! Free will donations are encouraged - all the proceeds go to our 

mission trip to Lake Traverse, SD. 
 

 

 

 

YOUTH 

General Fund Info: 

Average weekly General Fund deposit required to meet budget $ 6,216.17 

Approximate Amount received this past week    $ 6,843.00 

(includes Envelopes/Direct Deposit/Loose Change)   

 Net + or – per week                $     626.83 

 

Acknowledgement: 
+ A memorial for Doris Kletscher was received in the amount of $1,000.00 for 

the Organ Fund. 


