
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  8:15 and 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School/Bible Study: 9:15 am 

                
     Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Katie Litzau, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

February 7, 2021   

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Holy Communion 
 

PRESERVICE 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME 
 

HYMN #802: “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” (Verses 1,3,4) 
Text and tune Public Domain 

1. Immortal, invisible, God only wise, In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,  

Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise. 
 

3. To all life Thou givest to both great and small-  

In all life Thou livest, the true Life of all; 

We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree  

And wither and perish but naught changes Thee. 
 

4. Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,  

Thine angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight; 

All laud we would render: O help us to see 

‘Tis only the splendor of light that hides Thee. 
 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, 

C: O Lord, who could stand? 

P: But with you there is forgiveness 

C: therefore you are feared. 

P: O Almighty God, merciful Father, 

C: I, a poor miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your punishment now 

and forever.  But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, 

and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 

bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Phone: 320-395-2573 

Fax:  320-395-2037 

Web: www.stpaullp.org 

Email: stpaulslp@embarqmail.com 



COLLECT 

O God, our loving Father, through the grace of your Holy Spirit you plant the 

gifts of your love into the hearts of your faithful people. Grant to your servants 

soundness of mind and body, so that they may love you with their whole strength 

and with their whole heart do these things that are pleasing in your sight; through 

Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING……………………….……..Isaiah 40:21-31 

 21 Do you not know? Do you not hear?     Has it not been told you from the 

beginning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 22 It is he 

who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; 

who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them like a tent to dwell 

in; 23 who brings princes to nothing, and makes the rulers of the earth as 

emptiness. 
24 Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken 

root in the earth, when he blows on them, and they wither, and the tempest carries 

them off like stubble. 25 To whom then will you compare me, that I should be like 

him? says the Holy One. 26 Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created these? 

He who brings out their host by number, calling them all by name; by the 

greatness of his might and because he is strong in power, not one is missing. 
27 Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from 

the Lord, and my right is disregarded by my God”? 28 Have you not known? Have 

you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the 

earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. 29 He 

gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength. 30 

Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; 31 but 

they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with 

wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. 

 

SOLO: “On Eagles Wings” (Chuck Thiel) 

 

EPISTLE…………………………………………..……...1 Corinthians 9:16-27 

 16 For if I preach the gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. For 

necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! 17 For if I do 

this of my own will, I have a reward, but if not of my own will, I am still 

entrusted with a stewardship. 18 What then is my reward? That in my preaching I 

may present the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my right in the 

gospel. 
19 For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I 

might win more of them. 20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. 

To those under the law I became as one under the law (though not being myself 

under the law) that I might win those under the law. 21 To those outside the law I 

became as one outside the law (not being outside the law of God but under the 

law of Christ) that I might win those outside the law. 22 To the weak I became 

weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all 

means I might save some. 23 I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share 

with them in its blessings. 

 



24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the 

prize? So run that you may obtain it. 25 Every athlete exercises self-control in all 

things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. 26 So I 

do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air. 27 But I discipline my 

body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be 

disqualified. 

 

GOSPEL LESSON…………………………………………..……...Mark 1:29-39 

 29 And immediately he left the synagogue and entered the house of Simon 

and Andrew, with James and John. 30 Now Simon's mother-in-law lay ill with a 

fever, and immediately they told him about her. 31 And he came and took her by 

the hand and lifted her up, and the fever left her, and she began to serve them. 
32 That evening at sundown they brought to him all who were sick or 

oppressed by demons. 33 And the whole city was gathered together at the door. 34 

And he healed many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many 

demons. And he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him. 
35 And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed 

and went out to a desolate place, and there he prayed. 36 And Simon and those 

who were with him searched for him, 37 and they found him and said to him, 

“Everyone is looking for you.” 38 And he said to them, “Let us go on to the next 

towns, that I may preach there also, for that is why I came out.” 39 And he went 

throughout all Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and casting out demons. 

 

HYMN #873: “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies” Text and music Public Domain 

1. Christ, whose glory fills the skies, Christ, the true and only light, 

Sun of righteousness, arise; Triumph o’er the shades of night. 

Day-spring from on high, be near; Day-star, in my heart appear. 
 

2. Dark and cheerless is the morn Unaccompanied by Thee; 

Joyless is the day’s return Till Thy mercy’s beams I see, 

Till they inward light impart, Glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 
 

3. Visit then this soul of mine, Pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 

Fill me, radiancy divine, Scatter all my unbelief; 

More and more Thyself display, Shining to the perfect day. 
 

SERMON “Do You Not Know” (Isaiah 40:21-23) 
 

THE NICENE CREED  

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only‐begotten Son of 

God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very 

God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 

whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And 

the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge 

both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the 



Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 

the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection 

of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And 

lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

  

HYMN #801: “How Great Thou Art” (Verses 1,3,4)  
Text and Music Copyright 1953, renewed 1981 Manna Music; Used by copyright CCLI #643019 

1. O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder  

Consider all the works Thy hand hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,  

Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed; 
 

Refrain: Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,  

How great Thou art! How great Thou art!  

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 

How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 
 

3. But when I think that God, His Son not sparing, 

Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in- 

That on the cross my burden gladly bearing 

He bled and died to take away my sin; Refrain 
 

4. When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation  

And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 

Then I shall bow in humble adoration 

And there proclaim: “My God, how great Thou art!” Refrain 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Mark 2:17 “And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, “Those 
who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 
I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

 



 

 

1. LENT SERVICES- “I am the good shepherd.’  “I am the light of the world.”  

These are two of the six “I am” statements Jesus speaks about himself in the 

Gospel of John.  Join us for our midweek Lent services as we explore these “I 

am” statements.  These statements help us gain a better understanding of who our 

Savior is and what he does for us. Our Lenten services will be held at 7:00 PM on 

Wednesdays, beginning Ash Wednesday, February 17th. 

 

2. ANNUAL REPORT- The 2020 Annual Report is available on the table near 

the Lower Narthex doors. 

 

3. CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS for 2020 are available on the desk in the 

Upper Narthex. Statements were not printed for envelopes with a zero giving   

balance. If you have questions about your statement, please contact the church 

office (395-2573).  

 

4. OFFERING ENVELOPES-If you have not already done so, please pick up 

your 2021 offering envelopes. If you are unable to pick them up during office 

hours or on Sunday mornings, please contact the church office and we can arrange 

to place them outside for pick up. 
 

5. SCHOLARSHIPS-ST. PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP applications are 

now available. These scholarships are for Christian Education for individuals 

attending a LCMS Christian School, Pre-School, K-8, High School and College. 

Applications are available on the wall pocket by the church offices, or contact 

Amanda and one can be mailed or emailed to you. Please return applications by 

Sunday, March 8th, 2021. 
  

6. BAHR/STREI SCHOLARSHIP applications are also available. The 

Bahr/Strei scholarship is for church work fields of study at a LCMS Concordia 

University or Seminary.  Applications are available on the wall pocket file by the 

church offices, or contact Amanda and one can be mailed or emailed to you. 

Please return applications by Sunday, March 8th, 2021. 

 

7. ADDRESSES-If you have had a change in address, phone number or personal 

information PLEASE make sure the Church office has the correct information-

you can email stpaulslp@embarqmail.com or call the Church Office at 395-2573. 

 

8. THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS- all dollars made available for your 

direction in 2020 that have not been directed to a qualified non-profit by March 

31, will expire. If you are uncertain if you have dollars and are a Thrivent 

member, please call 800-847-4836 and say ‘Thrivent Choice’ to be directed to   

someone who can help you. Or you may do so online through your personal 

Thrivent account. These dollars do not come out of your account funds but from 

Thrivent’s profits. Help out your church or a non-profit you care about.  Call 

today! We thank everyone who has directed their Thrivent Choice Dollars to St. 

Paul Ev. Lutheran Church. 

 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

mailto:stpaulslp@embarqmail.com


 

9.  

 

9. ACT MISSION TRIP YOUTH & PARENT MEETING-We will be having 

a youth and parent meeting for the 2021 ACT Mission Trip TONIGHT Sunday, 

February 7th at 6:30 pm. We will be going over important information regarding 

our transportation for this mission trip. 

 

 

 

10. HELP NEEDED-If anyone would like to sew quilt tops for missions, please 

contact Jane 320-224-1742 or Lois 320-395-2028. Material is cut into squares, 

just need sewing together to create a 60” by 80” top. Thank you. 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

Sun. Feb. 7th 8:15 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

ACT Mission Trip Meeting 

Mon. Feb. 8th 4:00 p.m. 

8:00 p.m. 

Release Time Zoom Class 

Council Meeting 

Tues. Feb. 9th 4:00 p.m. Release Time Zoom Class 

Wed. Feb. 10th  Noon 

 

Deadline for Bulletin 

Confirmation Classes 

Sun. Feb. 14th 8:15 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP  

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP  

ACT Youth Group 

YOUTH 

LWML 


