
  

 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 

 

Worship:  8:00 & 10:30 

 Sunday School 9:15 
 

                             Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

January 30, 2022 

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

PRESERVICE 
 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
 

HYMN #535: “How Wide the Love of Christ” Text copyright 1997 GIA Publications, Inc.; Music: 

Public domain; used by permission CCLI #643019 
1. How wide the love of Christ! It knows not class or race 

But holds our one humanity Within its broad embrace. 
 

2. How long the love of Christ! Its patience will not cease 

Until this broken world is bound In everlasting peace. 
 

3. How high the love of Christ! Beyond all thought it soars, 

And yet upon our passing lives Unmeasured mercy pours. 
 

4. How deep the love of Christ, Descending to a cross!  

He bears within His wounded hands All human pain and loss. 
 

5. All praise to You, O Christ, For love whose depth and height, 

Whose length and breadth fill time and space With endless life and light! 

 

INVOCATION 
 

A CALL TO WORSHIP 

P: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus (+) Christ. 

C: Amen 

P: I am not ashamed of the Gospel, 

C: because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: 

P: First for the Jew,      

C: then for the Gentile. 

P: For in the Gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, 

C: a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, 

P: Just as it is written:   

C: “The righteous will live by faith.” 
 

 

 

Phone: 320-395-2573 

Fax:  320-395-2037 

Web: www.stpaullp.org 

Email: stpaulslp@embarqmail.com 



  

INTROIT (read responsively) 

P: The Lord watches over the way of the righteous, 

C: but the way of the wicked will perish. 

P: Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked 

C: or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. 

P: But his delight is in the law of the Lord, 

C: and on his law he meditates day and night. 

P: He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and 

whose leaf does not wither. 

C: Whatever he does prospers. 

P: Not so the wicked! 

C: They are like chaff that the wind blows away. 

P: Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 

C: nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning, 

C: is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P: The Lord watches over the way of the righteous, 

C: but the way of the wicked will perish. 

 

COLLECT  
Almighty God, because you know that we are set among so many and great dangers 

that by reason of the weakness of our fallen nature we cannot always stand upright, 

grant us your strength and protection to support us in all dangers and carry us through 

all temptations; through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS……………………………………..see back of bulletin 
 

GOSPEL LESSON…………………………………………...see back of bulletin 
 

HYMN #706: “Love in Christ Is Strong and Living” Text and tune: Copyright 1980 Concordia 

Publishing House, used by permission CCLI #643019 

1. Love in Christ is strong and living, Binding faithful hearts in one; 

Love in Christ is true and giving. May His will in us be done. 
 

2. Love is patient and forbearing, Clothed in Christ’s humility, 

Gentle, selfless, kind, and caring, Reaching out in charity. 
 

3. Love in Christ abides forever, Fainting not when ills attend; 

Love, forgiving and forgiven, Shall endure until life’s end. 
 

SERMON: “What Matters” (1 Corinthians 13:1-7) 
 

HYMN #543: “What Wondrous Love Is This” Text and tune: Public domain 

1. What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!  

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this That caused the Lord of bliss 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,  



  

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 
 

2. When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 

When I was sinking down, sinking down,  

When I was sinking down Beneath God's righteous frown, 

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul,  

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
 

3. To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing;  

To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 

To God and to the Lamb, Who is the great I AM. 

While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing.  

While millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 

4. And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 

And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on. 

And when from death I'm free, I'll sing His love for me, 

And through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on, And through eternity I'll sing on. 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED (inside back cover of LSB) 
 

OFFERINGS 
 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER 

P: O Lord God Most High, almighty Fortress and Protector, we praise You for Your 

providence which has brought us to this hour. 

C: In the midst of many dangers and temptations, we are still Your children 

by Your grace through faith in Jesus Christ. 

P: Trusting in Your grace and mercy and believing Your promises to hear our 

prayers, we come before You with praise and thanksgiving. 

C: We give You special thanks, O Lord, for sending Your Son into the world 

to become true man. 

P: Thank You that when He was tempted, as we are, He did not yield to sin but 

remained obedient to You for our sake. 

C: When Satan tempts us through our fleshly appetites, the riches of this 

world, and our love for honor and prestige, help us to use Your Word as our 

weapon against him. 

P: For inspiring men to write it, translate it, and print it so that it is readily available 

to us, we give You hearty thanks. 

C: We confess, O Lord, that we often live as if bread for our bodies is more 

important than food for our souls. 

P: We confess, O Lord, that we often forget to use Your Word as the source of our 

strength in fighting temptation. 

C: For these and many other transgressions, forgive us, O Lord. 

P: As we read, study, and hear Your Word, send us Your Holy Spirit to enlighten 

our minds and strengthen our faith. 

C: May Your Word prove to be a power of healing to the sick, a ray of hope to 

the discouraged, and a companion to the lonely. 

 



  

P: Grant peace to our nation, and help us to live according to Your will. 

C: In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

P: Lord in Your Mercy 

C: Hear our Prayer 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Inside back cover of Lutheran Service Book) 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

THE BLESSING  

P: The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 

in the knowledge and love of God, and His Son Jesus Christ, our Lord; and the 

blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son (+), and the Holy Spirit, be among 

you and remain with you always.   

C: Amen. Amen. 
 

HYMN #842: “Son of God, Eternal Savior” Text and tune: Public domain 

1. Son of God, eternal Savior, Source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us Hallows all our human race, 

You our Head, who, throned in glory, For Your own will ever plead: 

Fill us with Your love and pity, Heal our wrongs, and help our need. 
 

2. As You, Lord, have lived for others, So may we for others live. 

Freely have Your gifts been granted; Freely may Your servants give. 

Yours the gold and Yours the silver, Yours the wealth of land and sea; 

We but stewards of Your bounty Held in solemn trust will be. 
 

3. Come, O Christ, and reign among us, King of Love and Prince of Peace; 

Hush the storm of strife and passion, Bid its cruel discords cease. 

By Your patient years of toiling, By Your silent hours of pain, 

Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, Stem our selfish greed of gain. 
 

4. Son of God, eternal Savior, Source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us Hallows all our human race: 

By your praying, by Your willing, That Your people should be one, 

Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition; Here on earth Your will be done. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/ POSTLUDE 
 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Isaiah 60:1 ~ “Arise, shine, for your light has 
come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon 
you.” 

 



  

 

 
 

 

1. THANK YOU to our Council members that have completed their terms. Thank 

you to: Fred Holasek, Chair; Jeff Engen, Elder; Chris Schultz, Elder; Brad Ernst, 

Trustee; Angela Christen, Board of Education; Tina Heiraas, Stewardship; 

Christine Dammann, Auditor.  Thank you for the dedication and work you put 

into your position during these past years.  Your time and service have been a 

blessing to our church.   

 

2. WELCOME to the newly elected council members….Vice Chairman– Gene 

Starke, Elders-Mike Foust and Brett Schmidt; Trustee-Doug Birkholz, Trustee (1 

Year term)- Todd Ruschmeyer;  Board of Education-Rachelle Krienke; 

Stewardship-Jane Roth; Auditor-Amy Bettcher. We look forward to working with 

you during the upcoming years.   

  

3. ANNUAL REPORT- The 2021 Annual Report is available on the table near 

the Lower Narthex doors. 

 

4. CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS for 2021 are available on the desk in the 

Upper Narthex. Statements were not printed for envelopes with a zero giving   

balance. If you have questions about your statement, please contact the church 

office (395-2573).  

 

5. OFFERING ENVELOPES-If you have not already done so, please pick up 

your 2022 offering envelopes. If you are unable to pick them up during office 

hours or on Sunday mornings, please contact the church office and we can arrange 

to place them outside for pick up. 

 

6. CHOIR-Practices will be held Wednesdays at 7:00 PM in the Choir Room 

(Education Wing). If you are interested in joining the choir, please contact the 

church office so we know how many members to plan for. The Handbell choir 

will start practice at a future date. Watch for more information. 

 

7. BIBLE STUDY- What does the daily life look like for a Christian?  How do 

we serve God as we go about our business?  Can God do his work through you?  

You are invited to come for a new Bible study on vocation.  You will learn that 

your vocation goes beyond how you make a living. It is where God has placed 

you so his work can be done.  The understanding of vocation will add depth and 

meaning to your lives.  This study will continue on Thursdays February 10 and 

24. 

 

8. SPECIAL COLLECTION-A special door offering will be held for Becky 

Herrmann’s son Leland.  Leland is in need of kidney surgery.  This door offering 

will take place today. 

 

 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



  

 

9. ST. PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP applications are now available. 

These scholarships are for Christian Education for individuals attending a LCMS  

Christian School, Pre-School, K-8, High School and College. Applications are 

available on the wall pocket by the church offices. Please return applications by 

Sunday, March 6th, 2022. If you would like a scholarship application emailed to 

you, please contact the church office 

  

10. BAHR/STREI SCHOLARSHIP applications are also available. The 

Bahr/Strei scholarship is for church work fields of study at a LCMS Concordia 

University or Seminary.  Applications are available on the wall pocket file by the 

church offices. Please return applications by Sunday, March 6th, 2022. If you 

would like a scholarship application emailed to you, please contact the church 

office. 

 

11. THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS- all dollars made available for your 

direction in 2021 that have not been directed to a qualified non-profit by March 

31, will expire. If you are uncertain if you have dollars and are a Thrivent 

member, please call 800-847-4836 and say ‘Thrivent Choice’ to be directed to 

someone who can help you. Or you may do so online through your personal 

Thrivent account. These dollars do not come out of your account funds but from 

Thrivent’s profits. Help out your church or a non-profit you care about.  Call 

today! We thank everyone who has directed their Thrivent Choice Dollars to St. 

Paul Ev. Lutheran Church. 

 

12. ADDRESSES-If you have had a change in address, phone number or personal 

information PLEASE make sure the Church office has the correct information-

you can email stpaulslp@embarqmail.com or call the Church Office at 395-2573. 

 

 

 

13. VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL/CAMP OMEGA- Mark your 

calendars…VBS/Camp Omega Dates = July 25-29, 2022. Please watch for more 

information about these events as the dates get closer. 

 

14. SUNDAY SCHOOL MUSIC SCHEDULE: Feb. 6~ 8:00 a.m.: Nursery 

through Grade 2; Feb. 13~ 10:30 a.m. (pre-service): Grades 1-5; Feb. 27 Pre-

service Both services: Grades 6-8 Handbells 

 

15. YOUTH NIGHT- 5th-12th grade Youth Group will meet February 13th from 

6:30-8:00 pm at church.  

 
 

16. MEETING- The LWML will meet on Monday, February 7th at 7:00 p.m. We 

will begin with the annual Prayer Service entitled: Lord Teach Us to Pray, (Luke 

11:1).  ALL women of St. Paul Lutheran are invited to join us in prayer and 

LWML 

YOUTH 

mailto:stpaulslp@embarqmail.com


  

fellowship on Feb. 7th at 7:00 p.m.  The monthly meeting will follow. Our 

February mission donation is designated for World Relief & Human Care.   

17. RED STOCKINGS!  LWML will be collecting coins from your Red 

Stockings the next three Sunday’s. Put the coins into the Red Stocking hanging in 

the upper Narthex. All money collected will be used for Mites, which support our 

District and National Mission projects. Take your stocking home and continue to 

use it for 2022. If you do not have a stocking, take one from the basket with the 

instructions. You can also support these projects simply by dropping coins in the 

Red Stocking. Thank you for your support to help mission projects. 

 

18. PRAYER SERVICE-You are invited to attend our annual Prayer Service  

entitled, “Lord, Teach us to Pray” from Luke 11:1. It will be held on Monday 

evening, February 7, at 7 P.M. in the church basement. God tenderly invites us to 

pray. Prayer is a conversation with God. We will look at various forms of prayer 

that are used frequently by believers, as we seek to honor God. The meeting will 

be held after the service. No food or beverages will be served. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

Sun. Jan. 30th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

 

WORSHIP 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP 

Door offering for Leland Wojcik 

Mon. Jan. 31st   Release Time Classes 

Tues. Feb. 1st  Release Time Classes 

Wed. Feb. 2nd Noon 

3:05 p.m. 

 

7:00 p.m. 

Deadline for Bulletin 

6th Grade Release Time Classes 

Confirmation Classes 

Adult Choir Practice 

Sun. Feb. 6th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 


