
  

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 
 

 Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Ellen Schulteis, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

 January 29, 2023 ~ Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
 

HYMN #696: “O God, My Faithful God”  Text and music: Public domain 

1. O God, my faithful God, True fountain ever flowing, 

Without whom nothing is, All perfect gifts bestowing: 

Give me a healthy frame, And may I have within 

A conscience free from blame, A soul unstained by sin. 
 

2. Grant me the strength to do With ready heart and willing 

Whatever You command, My calling here fulfilling; 

That I do what I should While trusting You to bless 

The outcome for my good, For You must give success. 
 

3. Keep me from saying words That later need recalling; 

Guard me lest idle speech May from my lips be falling; 

But when within my place I must and ought to speak, 

Then to my words give grace Lest I offend the weak. 
 

4. Lord, let me win my foes With kindly words and actions, 

And let me find good friends For counsel and correction. 

Help me, as You have taught, To love both great and small 

And by Your Spirit's might To live in peace with all. 
 

5. Let me depart this life Confiding in my Savior; 

By grace receive my soul That it may live forever; 

And let my body have A quiet resting place 

Within a Christian grave; And let it sleep in peace. 
 

6. And on that final day When all the dead are waking, 

Stretch out Your mighty hand, My deathly slumber breaking. 

Then let me hear Your voice, Redeem this earthly frame, 

And bid me to rejoice With those who love Your name. 
 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen. 
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CONFESSION 

P: What is Confession? 

C: Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that 

we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God 

Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven 

before God in Heaven. 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto you that 

we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against you by thought, 

word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy, seeking and 

imploring your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C: O Most merciful God, who has given your only begotten Son to die for us, 

have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins, and by 

the Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of you and of your will and true 

obedience to your Word, to the end that by your grace we may come to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION 

P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake 

forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of the Word I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. C: Amen. 
 

INTROIT 

P: The Lord watches over the way of the righteous, 

C: but the way of the wicked will perish. 

P: Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked 

C: or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. 

P: But his delight is in the law of the Lord, 

C: and on his law he meditates day and night. 

P: He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and 

whose leaf does not wither. 

C: Whatever he does prospers. 

P: Not so the wicked! 

C: They are like chaff that the wind blows away. 

P: Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 

C: nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning, 

C: is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P: The Lord watches over the way of the righteous, 

C: but the way of the wicked will perish. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE: “We Come to Praise You”   
Copyright 1990 CPH used by permission CCLI #643019 

1. Heavenly Father, we come to praise You, And to say thank You here in our song. 
For all the gifts You give through Your kindness, Showing Your love, forgiving our wrong. 
 

2. Jesus, our Savior, we love and follow, For all the blessings You died to share; 



  

Life and salvation we have forever, Trusting Your mercy, knowing Your care. 
 

3. Comforting Spirit, move us to worship, Showing Christ’s love in all that we do. 

Help us to serve our brothers and sisters, Knowing the off’ring’s given to You. 
 

COLLECT 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray… 
Almighty God, because you know that we are set among so many and great dangers 

that by reason of the weakness of our fallen nature we cannot always stand upright, 

grant us your strength and protection to support us in all dangers and carry us through 

all temptations; through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS……………………..Micah 6:1-8, I Corinthians 1:18-31 

GOSPEL LESSON…………………………………………….....Matthew 5:1-12 
 

THE CREED: The Second Article and Explanation 

All: And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose 

again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

P: What does this mean? 

C: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, 

and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed 

me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from 

death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His 

holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be 

His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting 

righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, 

lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true. 
 

HYMN #702: “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” Text and music: Public domain 

1. My faith looks up to Thee, Thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine. 

Now hear me while I pray; Take all my guilt away;  

Oh, let me from this day Be wholly Thine! 
 

2. May Thy rich grace impart Strength to my fainting heart; My zeal inspire! 

As Thou hast died for me, Oh, may my love to Thee  

Pure, warm, and changeless be, A living fire! 
 

3. While life's dark maze I tread And griefs around me spread, 

Be Thou my guide; Bid darkness turn to day, Wipe sorrow's tears away, 

Nor let me ever stray From Thee aside. 
 

4. When ends life's transient dream, When death's cold, sullen stream 

Shall o'er me roll, Blest Savior, then, in love, Fear and distrust remove; 

O bear me safe above, A ransomed soul! 



  

Prayer Requests 

+ Dan Gueningsman 

+ Sue Loontjer 

+ Troy Feltmann 

+ Jennifer Vanderlinde 

SERMON “What God Requires” (Micah 6:1-8) 
 

OFFERING 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (back cover of Lutheran Service Book) 

BENEDICTION 
 

CLOSING HYMN #842: “Son of God, Eternal Savior” Text and tune: Public domain 

1. Son of God, eternal Savior, Source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us Hallows all our human race, 

You our Head, who, throned in glory, For Your own will ever plead: 

Fill us with Your love and pity, Heal our wrongs, and help our need. 
 

2. As You, Lord, have lived for others, So may we for others live. 

Freely have Your gifts been granted; Freely may Your servants give. 

Yours the gold and Yours the silver, Yours the wealth of land and sea; 

We but stewards of Your bounty Held in solemn trust will be. 
 

3. Come, O Christ, and reign among us, King of Love and Prince of Peace; 

Hush the storm of strife and passion, Bid its cruel discords cease. 

By Your patient years of toiling, By Your silent hours of pain, 

Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, Stem our selfish greed of gain. 
 

4. Son of God, eternal Savior, Source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us Hallows all our human race: 

By your praying, by Your willing, That Your people should be one, 

Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition; Here on earth Your will be done. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/POSTLUDE 
 

+ + + 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance Last Week 

Sunday: 178 

Bible Study: 19 

Sunday School: 37 

Scripture Reader 

Jennie Ruwersma 



  

Calendar of Events 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

1. STATEMENTS for 2022 are available on the desk in the Upper Narthex.  
 

2. REMINDER- If anyone from the congregation has a name for Synod President 

or Vice-Presidents, contact the church office or Pastor by February 6th. 
 

3. THRIVENT REP- We are looking for someone to become a Thrivent 

Representative for the congregation. This person would communicate Thrivent 

information to the church and keep us informed of events/activities from Thrivent. 

If you are interested, please let the office know. 
 

4.  ST. PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP and Bahr/Strei Scholarship 

applications are available. Applications are available on the wall pocket by the 

church offices. Please return applications by Sunday, March 12th, 2023. 
 

5. LWML PRAYER SERVICE-Monday, February 6, 7 p.m.: "MY SOUL 

REJOICES: A SERVICE OF SONG AND PRAYER" by Rev. Dr. Mitchell 

Schuessler. Everyone is invited to join us for this meaningful service of readings 

and prayer. 
 

 

Sun. Jan 29th  8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP 

ACT Youth Group 

Mon. Jan. 30th   Release Time Classes 

Wed. Feb. 1st Noon 

3:05 p.m. 

 

7:00 p.m. 

Deadline for Bulletin 

6th Grade Release Time Classes 

Confirmation Classes 

Adult Choir Practice 

Thurs. Feb. 2nd  Release Time Classes 

Sun. Feb. 5th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

 

2:00 p.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP 

ACT Pizza Fundraiser Order Deadline 

KFC Sledding 

ACT Youth Group 

MEMORY VERSE: 
Isaiah 9:2 ~ “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone.” 

 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



  

6. SCHEDULE- For February 5th: ~ Ushers: 1st Service – Darian Litzau, Paul 

Loegelin, Jim Hoof; 2nd Service- Brad Ernst, Doug Hecksel, Nathan Ide; 

Acolytes: 1st Service- S. Taylor, H. Birkholz; 2nd Service- D. Neumann, E. 

Dressler; Greeters: 1st Service- Jerome & Margie Herrmann; 2nd Service-Christine 

Feltmann; Scripture Reader-Jane Holasek; Helping Hands: Lois Raduenz 

Flowers: Patsy Schauer; Worship Bags: Elaine Peterson 

 
 
 

7. ACT MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISERS -There are 10 St. Paul and 2 St. Peter 

youth signed up to attend the 2023 Mission Trip to Lake Traverse Reservation, 

SD! Here are two ways you can support us in the upcoming month: 1. Envelope 

board: Simply pick an envelope off the bulletin board, place ANY amount you 

would like to donate inside, and return the envelope to Ellie in her mailbox! (And 

a huge THANK YOU to those who have already donated!!)  2. Unhinged Pizza 

Sales: We will be will be selling Half-Baked Unhinged Pizzas to be delivered to 

church on Super Bowl Sunday (February 12)! Be sure to stop by our table in the 

Upper Narthex and put your order in. Deadline is February 5th. 
 

8. KFC SLEDDING DAY! Students in grades 4-8 are invited to join us for an 

afternoon of sledding on Sunday, February 5! We will meet at St. Paul at 2:00 and 

drive to the big hill at Lake Waconia Regional Park. Bring your own sleds - hot 

cocoa and after-sledding snacks will be provided! Invite a friend too! Sign up to 

go on the youth bulletin board! Note: Extra drivers/chaperones would be much 

appreciated - please let Ellie know if you the parent can come along too! 
 

9. TEA PARTY-Girls in N3-2nd grade are invited to a Valentine Tea Party on 

Saturday, February 11th from 10:00-11:30 in the fellowship hall. We will play 

games, do crafts, and have a "tea" lunch! RSVP to Ellie at stpauldce@gmail.com.  
 

YOUTH 


