
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  8:15 and 10:00 a.m. 
Sun School/Bible Study: 9:15 am 

                
     Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Katie Litzau, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

January 24, 2021  

Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME 

 

HYMN #409: “Hail, O Source of Every Blessing” Text and music Public domain 

1. Hail, O Source of ev’ry blessing, Father of our human race! 

Gentiles now, Your grace possessing, In Your courts obtain a place. 

Grateful now, we fall before You, In Your Church rejoice to live, 

See Your glory and adore You. Thankful for the grace You give. 
 

2. Once far off but now invited, We approach Your sacred throne,  

In Your covenant united, Reconciled, redeemed, made one.  

Now revealed to eastern sages, See the Star of Mercy shine, 

Myst’ry hid in former ages, Myst’ry great of love divine. 
 

3. Hail, O all-inviting Savior! Gentiles now their off’rings bring, 

In Your temples seek Your favor, Jesus Christ, our Lord and King. 

May we, body, soul, and spirit, Live devoted to Your praise, 

Glorious realms of bliss inherit, Grateful anthems ever raise. 
 
 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.    

C: Amen. 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

CONFESSION 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve your present 

and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 

on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
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ABSOLUTION 

P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.  C: Amen 

 

INTROIT 

P: From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets 

C: the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

P: Praise, O servants of the Lord, 

C: praise the name of the Lord. 

P: Let the name of the Lord be praised, 

C: both now and forevermore. 

P: The Lord is exalted over all the nations, 

C: his glory above the heavens. 

P: He raises the poor from the dust 

C: and lifts the needy from the ash heap; 

P: he seats them with princes, 

C: with the princes of their people. 

P: He settles the barren woman in her home 

C: as a happy mother of children. 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning, 

C: is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P: From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets 

C: the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

 

COLLECT 

O Lord God Almighty, because you have always supplied your servants with the 

several gifts which come from your Holy Spirit alone, leave also us not destitute 

of your manifold gifts nor of grace to use them always to your honor and glory 

and the good of others; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING………………………..………..Jonah 3:1-5,10 
1Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2”Arise, go to 

Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the message that I tell you.” 3So 

Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now 

Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three days’ journey in breadth. 4Jonah 

began to go into the city, going a day’s journey. And he called out, “Yet forty 

days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed 

God. They called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the 

least of them…. 

 10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, god 

relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it.  

 

 

 



 

EPISTLE…………………………………..……...1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

 29This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very short. 

From now on, let those who have wives live as though they had none, 30and those 

who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though 

they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no goods, 31and 

those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the 

present form of this world is passing away. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL……..…………………………………..……...Mark 1:14-20 

 14After John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel 

of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of god is at hand; 

repent and believe in the gospel.” 

 16Passing alongside the Sea of galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the 

brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus 

said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” 18And 

immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19And going on a little farther, 

he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat 

mending the nets. 20And immediately he called them, and they left their father 

Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed him. 
 

HYMN #606: “I Lay My Sins on Jesus” Text and music Public domain 

1. I lay my sins on Jesus, The spotless Lamb of God; 

He bears them all and frees us From the accursed load. 

I bring my guilt to Jesus To wash my crimson stains 

Clean in His blood most precious Till not a spot remains. 
 

2. I lay my wants on Jesus; All fullness dwells in Him; 

He heals all my diseases; My soul He does redeem. 

I lay my griefs on Jesus, My burdens and my cares; 

He from them all releases; He all my sorrows shares. 

 

3. I rest my soul on Jesus, this weary soul of mine 

His right hand me embraces; I on His breast recline. 

I love the name of Jesus, Immanuel, Christ, the Lord; 

Like fragrance on the breezes His name abroad is poured. 

 

SERMON “God Relents” (Jonah 3:1-5, 10) 

 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in 

Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 



 

INSTALLATION OF COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And 

lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
  

HYMN #570: “Just as I Am, without One Plea” (Verses 1-4) Text and music: Public domain 

1. Just as I am, without one plea But that Thy blood was shed for me 

And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

2. Just as I am and waiting not To rid my soul of one dark blot, 

To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

3. Just as I am, though tossed about With many a conflict, many a doubt, 

Fightings and fears within, without, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

4. Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 

Yea, all I need, in Thee to find, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

POSTLUDE 

 
+ + + 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

Sun. Jan. 24th 8:15 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP 

ACT Youth Group 

Mon. Jan. 25th 4:00 p.m. Release Time Zoom Class 

Tues. Jan. 26th 4:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

Release Time Zoom Class 

ECFE Class 

Wed. Jan. 27th    Noon Deadline for Bulletin 

Confirmation Classes 

Sun. Jan. 31st  8:15 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP 

KFC Broomball 

ACT Youth Group 



 

1.  THANK YOU-We would like to extend a big thank you to all the outgoing 

council members; Elders– Pat Feltmann and Ron Trettin; Trustee-Stewart 

Ruwersma Jr.; Board of Ed-Tracy Peterson, Stewardship-Bonnie Johnson; 

Auditor-Dale Klaustermeier; Council Secretary-Alyson Feltmann.  Thank you for 

the dedication and work you put into your position during these past years.  Your 

time and service have been a blessing to our church.   

 

2. ANNUAL REPORT- The 2020 Annual Report is available on the table near 

the Lower Narthex doors. 

 

3. CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS for 2020 are available on the desk in the 

Upper Narthex. Statements were not printed for envelopes with a zero giving   

balance. If you have questions about your statement, please contact the church 

office (395-2573).  

 

4. OFFERING ENVELOPES-If you have not already done so, please pick up 

your 2021 offering envelopes. If you are unable to pick them up during office 

hours or on Sunday mornings, please contact the church office and we can arrange 

to place them outside for pick up. 
 

5. SCHOLARSHIPS-ST. PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP applications are 

now available. These scholarships are for Christian Education for individuals 

attending a LCMS Christian School, Pre-School, K-8, High School and College. 

Applications are available on the wall pocket by the church offices, or contact 

Amanda and one can be mailed or emailed to you. Please return applications by 

Sunday, March 8th, 2021. 
  

6. BAHR/STREI SCHOLARSHIP applications are also available. The 

Bahr/Strei scholarship is for church work fields of study at a LCMS Concordia 

University or Seminary.  Applications are available on the wall pocket file by the 

church offices, or contact Amanda and one can be mailed or emailed to you. 

Please return applications by Sunday, March 8th, 2021. 

 

7. ADDRESSES-If you have had a change in address, phone number or personal 

information PLEASE make sure the Church office has the correct information-

you can email stpaulslp@embarqmail.com or call the Church Office at 395-2573. 

 

9.  

 

8. ACT YOUTH GROUP will meet tonight at 6:30 pm in the Youth Room. 
 

9. KFC- *KFC*BROOMBALL* SUNDAY, JAN 31st. Join us for an afternoon of 

icy competition on Sunday, January 31st from 11:00am-12:00pm!!   Lunch will 

be provided and BE SURE TO DRESS WARM as we’ll be OUTSIDE for the 

entire game time! Please let Katie know by TODAY January 24th if you are 

attending. 

 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

YOUTH 

mailto:stpaulslp@embarqmail.com


10. CONFIRMATION- A reminder that 6th and 7th Grade Confirmation has 

resumed in-person classes at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesdays. Classes are held in the 

church basement. 

 

11. SUNDAY SCHOOL continues to meet on Sunday mornings from 9:15-9:45 

a.m. This is open to all Nursery 3-Eighth Grade students. Please contact DCE 

Katie if you have any questions. 

 

12. ACT MISSION TRIP YOUTH & PARENT MEETING-We will be having 

a youth and parent meeting for the 2021 ACT Mission Trip on Sunday, February 

7th at 6:30 pm. We will be going over important information regarding our 

transportation for this mission trip. 

 

13. VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL/CAMP OMEGA- Mark your 

calendars…VBS/Camp Omega Dates = July 19-23, 2021. Please watch for more 

information about these events as the dates get closer. 

 

 

14. PRAYER SERVICE- Please Mark Your Calendars: The LWML will meet as 

a group on Monday, Feb. 1st at 7:00 p.m. We will begin with the annual Prayer 

Service entitled: He Prayed With Them. (Acts 20:36).  ALL women of St. Paul 

Lutheran are invited. Masks and social distancing requirements will be in place. 

Join us in prayer and fellowship on Feb. 1st at 7:00 p.m. The monthly meeting 

will follow. Our February donation will be for World Relief & Human Care.  
 

LWML 

MEMORY VERSE: 
Psalm 62:5 ~ “For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, for my 
hope is from him.” 

 


