
 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study/ Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.

  

Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Ellen Schulteis, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

January 22, 2023 

Divine Service II 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
 

HYMN #868: “Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun” Text and music: Public domain 

1. Awake, my soul, and with the sun Thy daily stage of duty run; 

Shake off dull sloth and joyful rise To pay thy morning sacrifice. 
 

2. In conversation be sincere, Thy conscience as the noon-day clear; 

Think how the all-seeing God thy ways And all thy secret thoughts surveys. 
 

3. All praise to Thee, who safe hast kept And hast refreshed me while I slept; 

Grant, Lord, when I from death shall wake, I may of endless light partake. 
 

4. Lord, I my vows to Thee renew; Disperse my sins as morning dew; 

Guard my first springs of thought and will And with Thyself my spirit fill. 
 

5. Direct, control, suggest this day All I design or do or say 

That all my pow'rs with all their might In Thy sole glory may unite. 
 

6. Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here 

below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.  C: Amen. 
 

CONFESSION 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve your present 

and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
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on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION 

P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.   C: Amen. 
 

INTROIT 

P: From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets 

C: the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

P: Praise, O servants of the Lord, 

C: praise the name of the Lord. 

P: Let the name of the Lord be praised, 

C: both now and forevermore. 

P: The Lord is exalted over all the nations, 

C: his glory above the heavens. 

P: He raises the poor from the dust 

C: and lifts the needy from the ash heap; 

P: he seats them with princes, 

C: with the princes of their people. 

P: He settles the barren woman in her home 

C: as a happy mother of children. 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning, 

C: is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P: From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets 

C: the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
 

KYRIE (spoken) 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord have mercy. 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.  

C: Lord have mercy. 

P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray 

to the Lord.   

C: Lord have mercy. 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.   

C: Amen. 
 

COLLECT 

O Lord God Almighty, because you have always supplied your servants with the 

several gifts which come from your Holy Spirit alone, leave also us not destitute of 

your manifold gifts nor of grace to use them always to your honor and glory and 



the good of others; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.      
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS……………………..Isaiah 9:1-4, 1 Corinthians 1:19-18 

GOSPEL LESSON……………………………………………...Matthew 4:12-25 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

HYMN #839: “O Christ, Our True and Only Light” Text and tune: Public domain 

1. O Christ, our true and only light, Enlighten those who sit in night; 

Let those afar now hear Your voice And in Your fold with us rejoice. 
 

2. Fill with the radiance of Your grace The souls now lost in error's maze; 

Enlighten those whose inmost minds Some dark delusion haunts and blinds. 
 

3. O gently call those gone astray That they may find the saving way! 

Let ev'ry conscience sore oppressed In you find peace and heav'nly rest. 
 

4. Shine on the darkened and the cold; Recall the wand'rers to Your fold. 

Unite all those who walk apart; Confirm the weak and doubting heart, 
 

5. That they with us may evermore Such grace with wond'ring thanks adore 

And endless praise to You be giv'n By all Your Church in earth and heav'n. 
 

SERMON “The Big Event” (Matthew 4:12-17) 
 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED (inside back cover of Lutheran Service Book) 

OFFERING 
 

INSTALLATION OF COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (inside back cover of LSB) 
 

BENEDICTION 

HYMN #533: “Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure” Text and setting Copyright 1982 

Concordia Publishing House; Tune: Public domain; used by permission CCLI #643019 

 

1. Jesus has come and brings pleasure eternal, Alpha, Omega, Beginning and End; 

Godhead, humanity, union supernal, O great Redeemer, You come as our friend! 

Heaven and earth, now proclaim this great wonder;  

Jesus has come and brings pleasure eternal! 
 

2. Jesus has come! Now see bond rent asunder!  

Fetters of death now dissolve, disappear. 

See Him burst through with a voice as of thunder!  

He sets us free from our guilt and our fear, 

Lifts us from shame to the place of His honor.  

Jesus has come! Hear the roll of God’s thunder! 



 

3. Jesus has come as the mighty Redeemer.  

See now the threatening strong one disarmed! 

Jesus breaks down all the walls of death’s fortress,  

Brings forth the pris’ners triumphant, unharmed. 

Satan, you wicked one, own now your master!  

Jesus has come! He, the mighty Redeemer! 
 

4. Jesus has come as the King of all glory!  

Heaven and earth, O declare His great pow’r, 

Capturing hearts with the heavenly story;  

Welcome Him now in this fast-fleeting hour! 

Ponder His love! Take the crown He has for you!  

Jesus has come! He, the King of all glory! 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/POSTLUDE 
+ + +  

 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sun. Jan. 22nd 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

11:30 a.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP 

KFC Bowling 

ACT Youth Group (note time change) 

Mon. Jan. 23rd  Release Time Classes 

Wed. Jan. 25th Noon 

3:05 p.m. 

 

7:00 p.m. 

Deadline for Bulletin 

6th Grade Release Time 

Confirmation Classes 

Adult Choir 

Thurs. Jan. 26th  

7:00 p.m. 

Release Time Classes 

Bible Study 

Sun. Jan. 29th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP 

ACT Youth Group 

Prayer Concerns 

+ Dan Gueningsman 

+ Sue Loontjer 

+ Troy Feltmann 

Attendance Last Week 

Worship: 170 

Sun. School/Youth: 37 

Bible Study: 14 

MEMORY VERSE: 
Isaiah 9:2 ~ “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone.” 

Scripture Reader 

Jeff Engen 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS for 2022 are available on the desk in the 

Upper Narthex.  
 

2. THANK YOU!! A big thank you to Schauer and Sons Construction for 

covering unforeseen costs during the Parsonage remodel and to Darian and 

Denise Litzau / Litzau Excavating for donating the cost/time for excavating.  
 

3. PAID IN FULL-With the power of prayer, your contributions and funds from 

the Gift Fund, the Parsonage Kitchen remodel project has been paid in full! Thank 

you! 
 

4. 2023 OFFERING ENVELOPES are available to pick up in the main hallway. 

Do not use old offering envelopes.  Use of envelopes other than those for 2023 

may result in your contribution being credited to another member. 
 

5.  ST. PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP and Bahr/Strei Scholarship 

applications are available. Applications are available on the wall pocket by the 

church offices. Please return applications by Sunday, March 12th, 2023. 
 

6. LWML PRAYER SERVICE-Monday, February 6, 7 p.m.: "MY SOUL 

REJOICES: A SERVICE OF SONG AND PRAYER" by Rev. Dr. Mitchell 

Schuessler. But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; let them ever sing for joy 

(Psalm 5:11a). Everyone is invited to join us for this meaningful service of 

readings and prayer. 
 

7. SCHEDULE- For January 29th: ~ Ushers: 1st Service – Adam Birkholz, Todd 

Ruschmeyer, Jacob Ross, Fred Holasek; 2nd Service- Scott Christenson, Shadd 

Dial; Acolytes: 1st Service- C. Novotny, A. Schauer; 2nd Service- A. Bebo, E. 

Bebo; Greeters: N/A; Scripture Reader-Darlene Schmidt; Helping Hands: Mary 

Ann Teubert; Flowers: Audrey Litzau; Worship Bags: Elaine Peterson 

 
 

8. KFC- Students in grades 4-8 are invited to a KFC bowling trip to Hutch Bowl 

TODAY Sunday, January 22! We will leave from the church around 11:30 and 

have a pizza lunch there.  I will need some parent volunteers to drive and 

chaperone as well. Sign up on the youth bulletin board, or let Ellie know if you 

will be there!  
 

9. ACT MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISERS -There are 10 St. Paul and 2 St. Peter 

youth signed up to attend the 2023 Mission Trip to Lake Traverse Reservation, 

SD! Here are two ways you can support us in the upcoming month: 1. Envelope 

Acknowledgement: 
+ Memorials for Doris Kletscher were received in the following amounts: 
$465.00 for the Organ Fund, $40.00 for the Parsonage Fund and $ 55.00 
for the General Fund. 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

YOUTH 



board: To participate in this fundraiser, simply pick an envelope off the bulletin 

board, place ANY amount you would like to donate inside, and return the 

envelope to Ellie in her mailbox! (And a huge THANK YOU to those who have 

already donated!!)  2. Unhinged Pizza Sales: We will be will be selling Half-

Baked Unhinged Pizzas to be delivered to church on Super Bowl Sunday 

(February 12)! Be sure to stop by our table in the Upper Narthex and put your 

order in. Deadline is February 5th. 
 


