
  

 St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  8:00 & 10:30 am 
  Sunday School: 9:15 am 
 

                        Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Ellen Schulteis, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

January 15, 2023 

Second Sunday after the Epiphany - Divine Service III 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
 

HYMN: “Shine, Jesus, Shine” Copyright 1987 Make Way Music/Adm in the U.S. & Canada by Integrity's 

Hosanna! Music. Used by permission CCLI #643019 
1. Lord, the light of Your love is shining, In the midst of the darkness shining; 

Jesus, Light of the World, shine upon us, 

Set us free by the truth You now bring us. Shine on me, shine on me. 
  

(Chorus) Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory, 

Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire; 

Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy, 

Send forth Your Word, Lord, and let there be light. 
  

2. Lord, I come to Your awesome presence,  

From the shadows into Your radiance; 

By the blood I may enter Your brightness,  

Search me, try me, consume all my darkness, Shine on me, shine on me. (Chorus) 
 

INVOCATION/CONFESSION/ABSOLUTION (pg. 184, 185) 
 

INTROIT 

P: I do not hide your righteousness in my heart; I speak of your faithfulness and 

salvation. 

C: To do your will, O my God, is my desire. 

P: I waited patiently for the Lord; 

C: he turned to me and heard my cry. 

P: He lifted me out of the slimy pit, 

C: out of the mud and mire; 

P; he set my feet on a rock 

C: and gave me a firm place to stand. 

P: He put a new song in my mouth, 

C: a hymn of praise to our God. 

P: Many will see and fear 

C: and put their trust in the Lord. 

P: Blessed is the man 

C: who makes the Lord his trust. 

P: Many, O Lord my God, 
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C: are the wonders you have done. 

P: I do not conceal your love and your truth 

C: from the great assembly. 

P: Do not withhold your mercy from me, O Lord, 

C: may your love and your truth always protect me. 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning, 

C: is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P: I do not hide your righteousness in my heart; I speak of your faithfulness and 

salvation. 

C: To do your will, O my God, is my desire. 
 

GLORIA PATRI/KYRIE (pg. 186) 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS/ SALUTATION (pg. 187-189) 
 

COLLECT 

Almighty and eternal God, Governor of all things in heaven and on earth, 

mercifully hear the prayers of your people, and grant us your peace in our days; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS……………………..Isaiah 49:1-7, 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

ALLELUIA (pg. 190) 

GOSPEL LESSON………………………………………………...John 1:29-42a 
 

THE NICENE CREED (pg. 191) 
 

HYMN #590: “Baptized into Your Name Most Holy” Text and music: Public domain 

1. Baptized into Your name most holy, O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

I claim a place, though weak and lowly, Among Your saints, Your chosen host. 

Buried with Christ and dead to sin, Your Spirit now shall live within. 
 

2. My loving Father, here You take me To be henceforth Your child and heir. 

My faithful Savior, here You make me The fruit of all Your sorrows share. 

O Holy Spirit, comfort me When threat'ning clouds around I see. 
 

3. My faithful God, You fail me never; Your promise surely will endure. 

O cast me not away forever If words and deeds become impure. 

Have mercy when I come defiled; Forgive, lift up, restore Your child. 
 

4. All that I am and love most dearly-- Receive it all, O Lord, from me. 

Let me confess my faith sincerely; Help me Your faithful child to be! 

Let nothing that I am or own Serve any will but Yours alone. 

 

SERMON “An Absurd Claim” (1 Corinthians 1:8-9) 



  

OFFERTORY (pg. 192-193) 

OFFERING  
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

THE PREFACE (pg. 194) 

THE SANCTUS (pg. 195) 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (pg. 196) 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION/PAX DOMINI (pg. 197) 
 

AGNUS DEI (pg. 198) 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  

#696: “O God, My Faithful God” Text and music: Public domain 

1. O God, my faithful God, True fountain ever flowing, 

Without whom nothing is, All perfect gifts bestowing: 

Give me a healthy frame, And may I have within 

A conscience free from blame, A soul unstained by sin. 
 

2. Grant me the strength to do With ready heart and willing 

Whatever You command, My calling here fulfilling; 

That I do what I should While trusting You to bless 

The outcome for my good, For You must give success. 
 

3. Keep me from saying words That later need recalling; 

Guard me lest idle speech May from my lips be falling; 

But when within my place I must and ought to speak, 

Then to my words give grace Lest I offend the weak. 
 

4. Lord, let me win my foes With kindly words and actions, 

And let me find good friends For counsel and correction. 

Help me, as You have taught, To love both great and small 

And by Your Spirit's might To live in peace with all. 
 

5. Let me depart this life Confiding in my Savior; 

By grace receive my soul That it may live forever; 

And let my body have A quiet resting place 

Within a Christian grave; And let it sleep in peace. 
 

6. And on that final day When all the dead are waking, 

Stretch out Your mighty hand, My deathly slumber breaking. 

Then let me hear Your voice, Redeem this earthly frame, 

And bid me to rejoice With those who love Your name. 

 

#398: “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” Text and music: Public domain 

1 Hail to the Lord's anointed, Great David's greater Son! 

Hail, in the time appointed, His reign on earth begun! 
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He comes to break oppression, To set the captive free, 

To take away transgression And rule in equity. 
 

2. He comes with rescue speedy To those who suffer wrong, 

To help the poor and needy And bid the weak be strong; 

To give them songs for sighing, Their darkness turn to light, 

Whose souls, condemned and dying, Were precious in His sight. 
 

3. He shall come down like showers Upon the fruitful earth; 

Love, joy, and hope, like flowers, Spring in His path to birth. 

Before Him on the mountains Shall peace, the herald, go; 

And righteousness in fountains From hill to valley flow. 
 

4. Kings shall fall down before Him And gold and incense bring; 

All nations shall adore Him, His praise all people sing. 

To Him shall prayer unceasing And daily vows ascend; 

His kingdom still increasing, A kingdom without end. 
 

5. O'er ev'ry foe victorious, He on His throne shall rest, 

From age to age more glorious, All blessing and all-blest. 

The tide of time shall never His covenant remove; 

His name shall stand forever– That name to us is Love. 
 

COMMON DISMISSAL/NUNC DIMITTIS (pg. 199) 

THE THANKSGIVING (pg. 200) 
 

COLLECT/ BENEDICTION (pg. 201-202) 

HYMN #809: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” Text and music copyright 1923 Renewsed 1951 Hope 

Publishing co.; used by permission CCLI #643019 
1. Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father;  

There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 

Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not;  

As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. 

 

Refrain: Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see;  

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 

2. Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,  

Sun, moon and stars in their courses above 

Join with all nature in manifold witness  

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. Refrain 

 

3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,  

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,  

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 

 

 



  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Calendar of Events 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Sun. Jan. 15th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Mon. Jan. 16th Noon Lamplighter Deadline 

Wed. Jan 18th Noon 

3:05 p.m. 

 

7:00 p.m. 

Deadline for Bulletin 

6th Grade Release Time 

Confirmation Classes 

Adult Choir 

Thurs. Jan. 19th  

8:30 a.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

Release Time Classes 

Sandwich Ministry 

Annual Voters Meeting 

Sun. Jan. 22nd  8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

11:30 a.m. 

7:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP 

KFC Bowling 

ACT Youth Group 

Prayer Concerns 

+ Doris Kosek   

+ Sue Loontjer 

+ Dan Gueningsman  

+ Troy Feltmann 

+ Raquel Rose Fiecke 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance Last Week 

Sunday: 192 

Bible Study: 16 

Sunday School: 41 

MEMORY VERSE: 
Isaiah 9:2 ~ “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone.” 

Today we administer the Sacrament of the Altar.  We believe, teach, and confess that 

this sacrament is “the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and 

wine, instituted by Christ himself for us Christians to eat and drink.” (Luther’s Small 

Catechism)  

Christ has given us this sacrament for our forgiveness and as an expression of our unity 

with one another.  However, Scripture also says that those who receive this sacrament 

unworthily are guilty of sinning against the body and the blood of our Lord (1 Cor. 11:27-

29).  Therefore, we ask that those who have not communed with us before to speak with 

our pastor or an Elder. 

Scripture Reader 

Jen Thiry 



  

 
 

1. THANK YOU!! A big thank you to Schauer and Sons Construction for covering 

unforeseen costs during the Parsonage remodel and to Darian and Denise Litzau / 

Litzau Excavating for donating the cost/time for excavating.  
 

2. PAID IN FULL-With the power of prayer, your contributions and funds from the 

Gift Fund, the Parsonage Kitchen remodel project has been paid in full! Thank you! 
 

3. 2023 OFFERING ENVELOPES are available to pick up in the main hallway. Do 

not use old offering envelopes.  Use of envelopes other than those for 2023 may 

result in your contribution being credited to another member. 
 

4. URGENTLY NEEDED! Church members are urgently needed to run for the 

following positions for our Church Council: Board of Education, Trustee, Board of 

Stewardship and Council Secretary. No experience needed!  
 

5. ANNUAL MEETING- Mark your calendars and plan to attend the Annual Voters 

Meeting on Thursday, January 19th at 7:00 PM.  
 

6.  ST. PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP and Bahr/Strei Scholarship 

applications are available. Applications are available on the wall pocket by the church 

offices. Please return applications by Sunday, March 12th, 2023. 
 

7. ALTAR FLOWERS: We are scheduling now for 2023. If you can help one 

month of the year to provide and take care of altar flowers, please let Jane Holasek 

know. Remember: You can provide flowers to celebrate a special occasion anytime! 
 

8. SANDWICH MINISTRY- Volunteers and donations are needed.  

This month’s sandwich making date is January 19, 8:30 am.  Everyone is welcome to 

help with this servant event.  
  

9. SCHEDULE- For January 22nd: ~ Ushers: 1st Service – Keith Christen, Dave 

Dressler, Kim Dressler, Gary Kosek; 2nd Service- Larry Clausen, Jason Ernst, Greg 

Hartwig; Acolytes: 1st Service- C. Novotny, K. Mathews; 2nd Service- D. Neumann, 

S. Taylor; Greeters: N/A; Scripture Reader-Jeff Engen; Helping Hands: Mary Ann 

Teubert; Flowers: Audrey Litzau; Worship Bags: Elaine Peterson 

 
 

10. KFC- Students in grades 4-8 are invited to a KFC bowling trip to Hutch Bowl on 

Sunday, January 22! We will leave from the church around 11:30 and have a pizza 

lunch there.  I will need some parent volunteers to drive and chaperone as well. Sign 

up on the youth bulletin board, or let Ellie know if you will be there!  
 

11. ACT MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISERS -There are 10 St. Paul and 2 St. Peter 

youth signed up to attend the 2023 Mission Trip to Lake Traverse Reservation, SD! 

Here are two ways you can support us in the upcoming month: 1. Envelope board: To 

participate in this fundraiser, simply pick an envelope off the bulletin board, place 

ANY amount you would like to donate inside, and return the envelope to Ellie in her 

mailbox! (And a huge THANK YOU to those who have already donated!!) 

2. Unhinged Pizza Sales: We will be will be selling Half-Baked Unhinged Pizzas to 

be delivered to church on Super Bowl Sunday (February 12)! Be sure to stop by our 

table in the Upper Narthex and put your order in. Deadline is February 5th. 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

YOUTH 


