
 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  8:00 & 10:30 AM 

Bible Study/ Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.
  

Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

January 9, 2022 

Divine Service II 

The Baptism of Our Lord/ 1st Sunday of the Epiphany 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 
 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
 

HYMN #397: “As with Gladness Men of Old” Text and music: Public domain 

1. As with gladness men of old Did the guiding star behold; 

As with joy they hailed its light, Leading onward, beaming bright; 

So, most gracious Lord, may we Evermore be led by Thee. 
 

2. As with joyful steps they sped, Savior, to Thy lowly bed, 

There to bend the knee before Thee, whom heav'n and earth adore; 

So may we with willing feet Ever seek Thy mercy seat. 
 

3. As they offered gifts most rare At Thy cradle, rude and bare, 

So may we with holy joy, Pure and free from sin's alloy, 

All our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to Thee, our heav'nly King. 
 

4. Holy Jesus, ev'ry day Keep us in the narrow way; 

And when earthly things are past, Bring our ransomed souls at last 

Where they need no star to guide, Where no clouds Thy glory hide. 
 

5. In the heav'nly country bright Need they no created light; 

Thou its light, its joy, its crown, Thou its sun which goes not down; 

There forever may we sing Alleluias to our King. 
 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 
 

CONFESSION 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
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and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve your present 

and eternal punishment.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 

on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION 

P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.    

C: Amen. 
 

INTROIT 

P: Praise be to the Lord God, the God of Israel, who alone does marvelous deeds.  

C: Praise be to his glorious name forever. 

P: You are the most excellent of men 

C: and your lips have been anointed with grace, since God has blessed you 

forever. 

P: Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; 

C: a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom. 

P: You love righteousness and hate wickedness; 

C: therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions by anointing 

you with the oil of joy. 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning, 

C: is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P: Praise be to the Lord God, the God of Israel, who alone does marvelous deeds. 

C: Praise be to his glorious name forever. 
 

KYRIE (spoken) 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord have mercy. 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.  

C: Lord have mercy. 

P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray 

to the Lord.   

C: Lord have mercy. 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.   

C: Amen. 
 

COLLECT 

Father in heaven, as at the baptism in the Jordan river you once proclaimed Jesus 

your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit, grant that all who are 

baptized in his name may faithfully keep the covenant into which they have been 



called, boldly confess their Savior, and with him be heirs of life eternal; through 

Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen.      
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS………………………..Isaiah 43:1-7, Romans 6:1-11 

 

GOSPEL LESSON…………………………………………...Luke 3:15-22 
 

HYMN #405: “To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord” Text copyright 1993 James P. Tiefel; Music: 

Public domain; used by permission CCLI #643019 

1. To Jordan’s river came our Lord, The Christ, whom heav’nly hosts adored, 

The God from God, the Light from Light, The Lord of glory, pow’r, and might. 
 

2. The Savior came to be baptized The Son of God in flesh disguised 

To stand beneath the Father’s will And all His righteousness fulfill. 
 

3. As Jesus in the Jordan stood And John baptized the Lamb of God, 

The Holy Spirit, heav’nly dove, Descended on Him from above. 
 

4. Then from God’s throne with thund’rous sound Came God’s own voice with 

words profound: 

“This is My Son,” was His decree, “The one I love, who pleases Me.” 
 

5. The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight Anointed Christ in glorious sight. 

As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall To save the world and free us all. 
 

6. Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute; This man is Christ, our substitute! 

He was baptized in Jordan’s stream, Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme. 
 

SERMON “What to Do About Grace” (Romans 6:1-2) 
 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED (inside back cover of Lutheran Service Book) 
 

OFFERING 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (inside back cover of LSB) 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

HYMN #566: “By Grace I’m Saved” Text and music: Public domain 

1. By grace I'm saved, grace free and boundless;  

My soul, believe and doubt it not. 

Why stagger at this word of promise? Has Scripture ever falsehood taught? 

No! Then this word must true remain: By grace you too will life obtain. 
 

2. By grace! None dare lay claim to merit; Our works and conduct have no worth. 

God in His love sent our Redeemer, Christ Jesus, to this sinful earth; 

His death did for our sins atone, And we are saved by grace alone. 



 

3. By grace God's Son, our only Savior, Came down to earth to bear our sin. 

Was it because of your own merit That Jesus died your soul to win? 

No, it was grace, and grace alone, That brought Him from His heav'nly throne. 
 

4. By grace! This ground of faith is certain; As long as God is true, it stands. 

What saints have penned by inspiration, What in His Word our God commands,  

Our faith in what our God has done Depends on grace- grace through His Son. 
 

5. By grace to timid hearts that tremble, In tribulation's furnace tried, 

By grace, in spite of fear and trouble, The Father's heart is open wide. 

Where could I help and strength secure If grace were not my anchor sure? 
 

6. By grace! On this I'll rest when dying; In Jesus' promise I rejoice; 

For though I know my heart's condition, I also know my Savior's voice. 

My heart is glad, all grief has flown, Since I am saved by grace alone. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/POSTLUDE 
+ + +  

 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

1. POINSETTIA-PLEASE plan to take your donated poinsettia home. Protective 

sleeves are available in the closet in the entry. Thank you. 
 

2. ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE will have a meeting today, Sunday, 

January 9th following the second service. 
 

3. DONATIONS NEEDED-Gently used/new coats, snow pants, mittens, boots 

and hats of all sizes are needed by the Marie Sandvick Center where we take the 

sandwiches each month. If you can help, please place your donations in the box in 

the narthex. Thank you and God bless! 

 

Sun. Jan. 9th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

11:30 a.m. 

WORSHIP 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP 

Endowment Fund Committee Meeting 

Mon. Jan. 10th  

8:00 p.m. 

Release Time Classes 

Council Meeting 

Tues. Jan. 11th  Release Time Classes 

Wed. Jan. 12th Noon 

3:05 p.m. 

 

Deadline for Bulletin 

6th Grade Release Time 

Confirmation Classes 

Wed. Jan. 13th 7:00 p.m. Bible Study 

Sun. Jan. 16th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



4. SANDWICH MINISTRY- Sandwich Making events take place the third 

Thursday of every month at 8:30 AM. Volunteers and donations are needed. This 

month’s date is January 20, 8:30 am. Everyone is welcome to help with this 

servant event. 
 

5. CHOIR/BELL CHOIR: Let Your Praises Ring, and Sing!!! Let’s continue to 

put our COVID restrictions behind us and let us ring out and sing out our praises 

to our LORD!  To aid in this, your Board of Elders has hired a music director to 

get our vocal choir and bell choir back in their paces and spaces.  We will begin 

our practices in January for the bell choir and vocal choir and we need your 

talents and voices to aid in this effort.  Won’t it be great to hear both choirs 

adding to our worship services once again.  Call the church office (320-395-2573) 

to put your name on the list and wait for instructions on the start dates.  You may 

also call or speak to Jane Holasek (320-224-1742), Randy Rehmann (320-583-

3306) or Gary Loontjer (952-836-6025) to register.  Let the praises begin! 
 

6. BIBLE STUDY- What does the daily life look like for a Christian?  How do 

we serve God as we go about our business?  Can God do his work through you?  

You are invited to come for a new Bible study on vocation.  You will learn that 

your vocation goes beyond how you make a living. It is where God has placed 

you so his work can be done.  The understanding of vocation will add depth and 

meaning to your lives.  This month the study will be held Thursdays, January 13th 

and 27th at 7:00 p.m. 
 

7. ANNUAL MEETING- Mark your calendars and plan to attend our Annual 

Voters Meeting on Thursday, January 20th at 7:00 PM. All confirmed members of 

legal voting age are encouraged to attend.  See the January Lamplighter for a 

proposed Agenda. This meeting is where we also elect our new Council members 

for 2022. 
 

8. SPECIAL COLLECTION-A special door offering will be held for Becky 

Herrmann’s son Leland.  Leland is in need of kidney surgery.  This door offering 

will take place during the last 2 Sundays of the January. 
 

9. CHURCH COUNCIL- NEEDED! Church members are needed to run for the 

following positions for our Church Council: Board of Stewardship, Board of 

Education and Vice Chair. No experience needed! Only a willingness to serve the 

Lord and help fulfill our church's mission statement to "Reach Out and Share the 

Love of Christ Through Word and Service!" Please contact the Church office or 

Vice Chairman Larry Hoof (395-2604) if you would be interested in any of the 

positions. Elections for all Church Council positions will take place at our Annual 

Voters Meeting (January 20th, 7:00 pm). 
 

10. CHURCH COUNCIL CANDIDATES-Candidates that will be on the ballot 

at the Annual Meeting are: Elders (Vote for 2)- Brett Schmidt, Steve Schauer, 

Mike Foust, Neil Hecksel; Board of Education- Rachelle Krienke; Stewardship- 

Jane Roth; Auditor- Amy Bettcher, Carol Wolter; Trustee- Doug Birkholz, Steve 

Dietel, Jeremy Ross; Trustee (1 year term)- Todd Ruschmeyer; Vice Chairman- 

Gene Starke, Darian Litzau. 

 



11. ST. PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP applications are now available. 

These scholarships are for Christian Education for individuals attending a LCMS  

Christian School, Pre-School, K-8, High School and College. Applications are 

available on the wall pocket by the church offices. Please return applications by 

Sunday, March 6th, 2022. If you would like a scholarship application emailed to 

you, please contact the church office 
  

12. BAHR/STREI SCHOLARSHIP applications are also available. The 

Bahr/Strei scholarship is for church work fields of study at a LCMS Concordia 

University or Seminary.  Applications are available on the wall pocket file by the 

church offices. Please return applications by Sunday, March 6th, 2022. If you 

would like a scholarship application emailed to you, please contact the church 

office. 
 

13. OFFERING ENVELOPES- 2022 Offering Envelopes are available on the 

table near the East Entry. If you see any for your family members /friends/ 

neighbors and can help get the envelopes for them, we appreciate your help!   
 

14. THANK YOU- A volunteer has come forward to deliver future Food Shelf 

donations. Thank you! Also, a thank you to all the congregation members for 

continuing to support the McLeod County Food Shelf with your donations of food 

and money. Donations can be placed in the grocery cart located in the main 

hallway. 
 

15. UPDATES-If you have moved, changed phone numbers, or had a change in 

personal information this past year, please contact the Church Office. We wish to 

have the correct information. Also, please remember we are continuing to collect 

email address for our email database. If you would like to add your email to this 

list, please contact the church office. 
 

 

 

16. SUNDAY SCHOOL resumes classes TODAY, Sunday, January 9th.  

 

 

17. MEN’S NETWORK- Men’s Network January 18, 7-8 pm: Men – join us as 

we continue our discussion of “Apologetics – defending the Christian faith”.  The 

Men’s Network meets on the third Tuesday of each month from 7-8 pm, led by 

Rev. Tyson Mastin, at St. John Lutheran Church in Plato.  All sessions are at St. 

John Lutheran and are open to and being attended by men from area 

congregations who are interested to learn more about defending the Christian 

faith. 
 

YOUTH 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Isaiah 60:1 ~ “Arise, shine, for your light has 
come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon 
you.” 

 

YOUTH 


