
  

 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 

 

Worship:  8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 
 Sunday School 9:15 a.m. 

 

                             Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Ellen Schulteis, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

January 8, 2023 

The Baptism of Our Lord 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
 

HYMN #397: “As with Gladness Men of Old” Text and music: Public domain 

1. As with gladness men of old Did the guiding star behold; 

As with joy they hailed its light, Leading onward, beaming bright; 

So, most gracious Lord, may we Evermore be led by Thee. 
 

2. As with joyful steps they sped, Savior, to Thy lowly bed, 

There to bend the knee before Thee, whom heav'n and earth adore; 

So may we with willing feet Ever seek Thy mercy seat. 
 

3. As they offered gifts most rare At Thy cradle, rude and bare, 

So may we with holy joy, Pure and free from sin's alloy, 

All our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to Thee, our heav'nly King. 
 

4. Holy Jesus, ev'ry day Keep us in the narrow way; 

And when earthly things are past, Bring our ransomed souls at last 

Where they need no star to guide, Where no clouds Thy glory hide. 
 

5. In the heav'nly country bright Need they no created light; 

Thou its light, its joy, its crown, Thou its sun which goes not down; 

There forever may we sing Alleluias to our King. 

 

INVOCATION 
 

A CALL TO WORSHIP 

P: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus (+) Christ. 

C: Amen 

P: I am not ashamed of the Gospel, 

C: because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: 

P: First for the Jew,      

C: then for the Gentile. 

P: For in the Gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, 

C: a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, 

P: Just as it is written:   
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C: “The righteous will live by faith.” 
 

INTROIT (read responsively) 

P: Praise be to the Lord God, the God of Israel, who alone does marvelous deeds.  

C: Praise be to his glorious name forever. 

P: You are the most excellent of men 

C: and your lips have been anointed with grace, since God has blessed you 

forever. 

P: Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; 

C: a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom. 

P: You love righteousness and hate wickedness; 

C: therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions by anointing 

you with the oil of joy. 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning, 

C: is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P: Praise be to the Lord God, the God of Israel, who alone does marvelous deeds. 

C: Praise be to his glorious name forever. 

 

COLLECT  

Father in heaven, as at the baptism in the Jordan river you once proclaimed Jesus 

your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit, grant that all who are 

baptized in his name may faithfully keep the covenant into which they have been 

called, boldly confess their Savior, and with him be heirs of life eternal; through 

Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS…………………………..Isaiah 42:1-9, Romans 6:1-11 

GOSPEL LESSON…………………………………………......Matthew 3:13-17 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

HYMN #405: “To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord” Text copyright 1993 James P. Tiefel; Music: 

Public domain; used by permission CCLI #643019 

1. To Jordan’s river came our Lord, The Christ, whom heav’nly hosts adored, 

The God from God, the Light from Light, The Lord of glory, pow’r, and might. 
 

2. The Savior came to be baptized The Son of God in flesh disguised 

To stand beneath the Father’s will And all His righteousness fulfill. 
 

3. As Jesus in the Jordan stood And John baptized the Lamb of God, 

The Holy Spirit, heav’nly dove, Descended on Him from above. 
 

4. Then from God’s throne with thund’rous sound Came God’s own voice with 

words profound: 

“This is My Son,” was His decree, “The one I love, who pleases Me.” 
 

5. The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight Anointed Christ in glorious sight. 

As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall To save the world and free us all. 
 



  

6. Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute; This man is Christ, our substitute! 

He was baptized in Jordan’s stream, Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme. 

 

SERMON: “In It Together” (Matthew 3:13-17) 
 

HYMN #423: “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary” Text and music: Public domain 

1. Jesus, refuge of the weary, Blest Redeemer, whom we love, 

Fountain in life's desert dreary, Savior from the world above: 

Often have Your eyes, offended, Gazed upon the sinner's fall; 

Yet upon the cross extended, You have borne the pain of all. 
 

2. Do we pass that cross unheeding, Breathing no repentant vow, 

Though we see You wounded, bleeding, See Your thorn-encircled brow? 

Yet Your sinless death has brought us Life eternal, peace, and rest; 

Only what Your grace hath taught us Calms the sinner's deep distress. 
 

3. Jesus, may our hearts be burning With more fervent love for You; 

May our eyes be ever turning To behold Your cross anew 

Till in glory, parted never From the blessed Savior's side, 

Graven in our hearts forever, Dwell the cross, the Crucified. 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED (inside back cover of Lutheran Service Book) 
 

OFFERINGS 
 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER 

P: O Lord God Most High, almighty Fortress and Protector, we praise You for Your 

providence which has brought us to this hour. 

C: In the midst of many dangers and temptations, we are still Your children 

by Your grace through faith in Jesus Christ. 

P: Trusting in Your grace and mercy and believing Your promises to hear our 

prayers, we come before You with praise and thanksgiving. 

C: We give You special thanks, O Lord, for sending Your Son into the world 

to become true man. 

P: Thank You that when He was tempted, as we are, He did not yield to sin but 

remained obedient to You for our sake. 

C: When Satan tempts us through our fleshly appetites, the riches of this 

world, and our love for honor and prestige, help us to use Your Word as our 

weapon against him. 

P: For inspiring men to write it, translate it, and print it so that it is readily available 

to us, we give You hearty thanks. 

C: We confess, O Lord, that we often live as if bread for our bodies is more 

important than food for our souls. 

P: We confess, O Lord, that we often forget to use Your Word as the source of our 

strength in fighting temptation. 

C: For these and many other transgressions, forgive us, O Lord. 

P: As we read, study, and hear Your Word, send us Your Holy Spirit to enlighten 

our minds and strengthen our faith. 



  

C: May Your Word prove to be a power of healing to the sick, a ray of hope to 

the discouraged, and a companion to the lonely. 

P: Grant peace to our nation, and help us to live according to Your will. 

C: In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

 

THE PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

P: Lord in Your Mercy 

C: Hear our Prayer 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Inside back cover of Lutheran Service Book) 

BENEDICTION 
 

THE BLESSING  

P: The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 

in the knowledge and love of God, and His Son Jesus Christ, our Lord; and the 

blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son (+), and the Holy Spirit, be among 

you and remain with you always.   

C: Amen. Amen. 
 

HYMN #394: “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” Text and music: Public domain 

 

1 Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise, 

Manifested by the star To the sages from afar, 

Branch of royal David's stem In Thy birth at Bethlehem: 

Anthems be to Thee addressed, God in man made manifest. 
 

2. Manifest at Jordan's stream, Prophet, Priest, and King supreme; 

And at Cana wedding guest In Thy Godhead manifest; 

Manifest in pow'r divine, Changing water into wine; 

Anthems be to Thee addressed, God in man made manifest. 
 

3. Manifest in making whole Palsied limbs and fainting soul; 

Manifest in valiant fight, Quelling all the devil's might; 

Manifest in gracious will, Ever bringing good from ill; 

Anthems be to Thee addressed, God in man made manifest. 
 

4. Sun and moon shall darkened be, Stars shall fall, the heav'ns shall flee; 

Christ will then like lightning shine, All will see His glorious sign; 

All will then the trumpet hear, All will see the Judge appear; 

Thou by all wilt be confessed, God in man made manifest. 
 

5. Grant us grace to see Thee, Lord, Present in Thy holy Word– 

Grace to imitate Thee now And be pure, as pure art Thou; 

That we might become like Thee At Thy great epiphany 

And may praise Thee, ever blest, God in man made manifest. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/ POSTLUDE 
 



  

+ + + 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

 
 
 

1. 2023 OFFERING ENVELOPES are available to pick up in the main hallway. Do 

not use old offering envelopes.  Please dispose of any offering envelopes older than 

those intended for 2023.  Use of envelopes other than those for 2023 may result in 

your contribution being credited to another member. 
 

2. CHURCH COUNCIL- NEEDED Church members, to run for the following 

positions for our Church Council: Board of Education, Trustee, Board of Stewardship 

and Council Secretary. No experience needed! Please contact the Church office if you 

would be interested in any of the positions or would like more information. 
 

3. ANNUAL MEETING- Mark your calendars and plan to attend the Annual Voters 

Meeting on Thursday, January 19th at 7:00 PM.  
 

Sun. Jan. 8th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

7:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP 

ACT Youth Group 

Mon. Jan. 9th  

8:00 p.m. 

Release Time Classes 

Council Meeting 

Wed. Jan 11th Noon 

3:05 p.m. 

Deadline for Bulletin 

6th Grade Release Time 

Confirmation Classes 

Thurs. Jan. 12th  

7:00 p.m. 

Release Time Classes 

Bible Study 

Sun. Jan. 15th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Prayer Concerns 

+ Doris Kosek 

+ Dan Gueningsman 

+ Sue Loontjer 

+ Troy Feltmann 

Attendance Last Week 

New Year’s Eve: 40 

Sunday:  106 

MEMORY VERSE: 
Isaiah 9:2 ~ “ The people who walked in  darkness have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone.” 
  

 

Scripture Reader 

Dan Heiraas 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



  

4.  ST. PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP and Bahr/Strei Scholarship 

applications are available. Applications are available on the wall pocket by the church 

offices. Please return applications by Sunday, March 12th, 2023. 
 

5. ALTAR FLOWERS: We are scheduling now for 2023. If you can help one 

month of the year to provide and take care of altar flowers, please let Jane Holasek 

know. Remember: You can provide flowers to celebrate a special  

occasion anytime! 
 

6. BIBLE STUDY-Have you enjoyed The Chosen video series?  Join us for new 

Bible study on The Chosen starting Thursday, January 12, at 7:00 p.m.  We will 

watch an episode and follow with a Biblical discussion. 
 

7. SANDWICH MINISTRY- Volunteers and donations are needed.  

This month’s sandwich making date is January 19, 8:30 am.  Everyone is welcome to 

help with this servant event.  
  

8. SCHEDULE- For January 15th: ~ Ushers: 1st Service – Adam Birkholz, Todd 

Ruschmeyer, Jacob Ross, Fred Holasek; 2nd Service- Scott Christenson, Shadd Dial; 

Acolytes: 1st Service- B. Christen, K. Mallak; 2nd Service- A. Bebo, E. Bebo; 

Greeters: N/A; Scripture Reader-Jen Thiry; Helping Hands: Mary Ann Teubert; 

Flowers: Audrey Litzau; Worship Bags: Elaine Peterson 

 
 

9. KFC- Students in grades 4-8 are invited to a KFC bowling trip to Hutch Bowl on 

Sunday, January 22! We will leave from the church around 11:30 and have a pizza 

lunch there.  I will need some parent volunteers to drive and chaperone as well. Sign 

up on the youth bulletin board, or let Ellie know if you will be there!  
 

10. ACT MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISERS -There are 10 St. Paul and 2 St. Peter 

youth signed up to attend the 2023 Mission Trip to Lake Traverse Reservation, SD! 

Here are two ways you can support us in the upcoming month: 1. Envelope board: To 

participate in this fundraiser, simply pick an envelope off the bulletin board, place 

ANY amount you would like to donate inside, and return the envelope to Ellie in her 

mailbox! (And a huge THANK YOU to those who have already donated!!) 

2. Unhinged Pizza Sales: We will be will be selling Half-Baked Unhinged Pizzas to 

be delivered to church on Super Bowl Sunday (February 12)! Be sure to stop by our 

table in the Upper Narthex and put your order in. Deadline is February 5th. 
 

YOUTH 


