
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  8:15 and 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School/Bible Study: 9:15 am 

                
     Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Katie Litzau, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

January 3, 2021 ~ Second Sunday after Christmas 

Holy Communion 
 

PRESERVICE 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME 
 

HYMN #362: “O Sing of Christ” (Verses 1,2,4) Text Copyright 1996 Stephen P. Starke; admin. 

Concordia Publishing House; Used by permission CCLI #643019 Music Public Domain  
1. O sing of Christ, whose birth made known The kindness of the Lord, 

Eternal Word made flesh and bone So we could be restored. 

Upon our frail humanity God’s finger chose to trace 

The fullness of His deity, The icon of His grace. 
 

2. What Adam lost, none could reclaim, And Paradise was barred 

Until the second Adam came To mend what sin had marred. 

For when the time was full and right God sent His only Son; 

He came to us as life and light And our redemption won. 
 

4. Lord Jesus Christ, You deigned to dwell Among us here on earth 

As God with us, Emmanuel, To bring this holy birth. 

Though rich, You willingly became One with our poverty, 

That we might share Your wealth and name For all eternity! 
 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, 

C: O Lord, who could stand? 

P: But with you there is forgiveness 

C: therefore you are feared. 

P: O Almighty God, merciful Father, 

C: I, a poor miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your punishment now 

and forever.  But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, 

and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 

bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
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COLLECT 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, who wonderfully created us and in the 

incarnation of your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature, grant 

that we may ever be alive in him who made himself to be like us; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS………………………..…………..see back of bulletin 

GOSPEL LESSON…………………………………..……...see back of bulletin 
 

HYMN #392: “God Loves Me Dearly” (Verses 1-4) Text and Tune Public Domain 

1. God loves me dearly, Grants me salvation,  

God loves me dearly, Loves even me. 
 

Refrain: Therefore I’ll say again; God loves me dearly,  

God loves me dearly, Loves even me. 
 

2. I was in slav’ry, Sin, death, and darkness; 

God’s love was working To make me free. Refrain 
 

3. He sent forth Jesus, My dear Redeemer, 

He sent forth Jesus And set me free. Refrain 
 

4. Jesus, my Savior, Himself did offer; 

Jesus, my Savior, Paid all I owed. Refrain 
 

SERMON “At the Temple” (Luke 2:48-49) 
 

THE NICENE CREED  

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only‐begotten Son of 

God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very 

God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 

whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And 

the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge 

both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the 

Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 

the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection 

of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer 

 

 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And 

lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

  

HYMN #386: “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice” (Verses 1-3) Text and Tune: Public Domain 

1. Now sing we, now rejoice, Now raise to heav’n our voice; 

He from whom joy streameth Poor in a manger lies; 

Not so brightly beameth The sun in yonder skies. 

Thou my Savior art! Thou my Savior art! 
 

2. Come from on high to me; I cannot rise to Thee. 

Cheer my wearied spirit, O pure and holy Child; 

Through Thy grace and merit, Blest Jesus, Lord most mild, 

Draw me unto Thee! Draw me unto Thee! 
 

3. Now through His Son doth shine The Father’s grace divine. 

Death was reigning o’er us Through sin and vanity 

Till He opened for us A bright eternity. 

May we praise Him there! May we praise Him there! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

1. THANK YOU to all the congregation members who remembered us this  

Christmas season. Your cards, gifts and kind words are all so very much  

appreciated!  ~ Pastor, DCE Katie and Admin. Assistant Amanda 
 

2. ANNUAL REPORT DEADLINE- Deadline to submit reports for the 2020 

Annual Report is TOMORROW Monday, January 4th. 
 

3. POINSETTIAS- Please feel free to take home your poinsettia at any time. 

Bags for poinsettias are available in the closet in the main hallway. 
 

4. PANAMA-Dios Es Grande Lutheran Church, our sister congregation in 

Panama, is doing work on their kitchen.  The Central American Lutheran Mission 

Society has asked our congregation and St. John Lutheran Church in Chaska (who 

also has a partnership with Dios Es Grande) if we would be interested in donating 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Psalm 62:5 ~ “For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, for my hope 
is from him.” 

 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



to this project.  The estimate for the project is $1500.  This cost would be split 

between the two congregations ($750 each).  If you would like to contribute to 

this project, please make your check out to the church and indicate that it will be 

for Dios Es Grande.  
 

5. ANNUAL MEETING- St. Paul’s Constitution requires we hold our Annual 

Meeting on January 21st. Please plan to attend this all-important meeting. It will 

be held in a safe manner. -Larry Hoof, Vice Chairman (The Annual Meeting will 

be at 7:00 PM in the sanctuary). One of the topics to be discussed at this meeting 

is a vote to delay the Synod Convention. Information about this can be found on 

the Bulletin Board in the Upper Narthex. 
 

6. CHURCH COUNCIL CANDIDATES-Candidates that will be on the ballot 

at the Annual Meeting are: Elders (Vote for 2): Gary Loontjer, Wayne Mathews, 

Brett Schmidt; Board of Education: Jen Schauer, Kim Schauer; Board of 

Auditors: Jim Klaustermeier, Jeremy Ross; Board of Trustees: Steve Dietel, Dale 

Klaustermeier; Board of Stewardship: Tracy Albers, Patsy Schauer; Head Usher: 

Nate Ide, Steve Schauer; Secretary (2 year term): Sue Debner, Lynn Mueller 
 

7. SCHOLARSHIPS-ST. PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP applications are 

now available. These scholarships are for Christian Education for individuals 

attending a LCMS Christian School, Pre-School, K-8, High School and College. 

Applications are available on the wall pocket by the church offices, or contact 

Amanda and one can be mailed or emailed to you. Please return applications by 

Sunday, March 8th, 2021. 
  

8. BAHR/STREI SCHOLARSHIP applications are also available. The 

Bahr/Strei scholarship is for church work fields of study at a LCMS Concordia 

University or Seminary.  Applications are available on the wall pocket file by the 

church offices, or contact Amanda and one can be mailed or emailed to you. 

Please return applications by Sunday, March 8th, 2021. 

 

 

 

9. LWML will NOT have a meeting on Monday, January 4, 2021. The Board will 

meet at 6:30. If you have any concerns we should discuss, please let a board 

member know. 
 

10. PRAYER SHAWLS-I have two available Prayer Shawls if anyone would 

like to give someone for Christmas. Mary Ann Teubert 320-395-2105. 
 

 

11. ACT YOUTH GROUP will meet NOT meet tonight Sunday, January 3rd. 

We will resume meeting on Sunday, January 10th.  
 

12. CONFIRMATION CLASSES will meet again on Wednesday, January 6th. 
 

13. RELEASE TIME CLASSES will resume this week. 
 

YOUTH 

LWML 



14. NO SUNDAY SCHOOL TODAY Sunday, January 3rd. Sunday School will 

resume Sunday, December 10th with a NEW CLASS added. We will be adding a 

Nursery class for ages 3-5. Watch for information in the January Lamplighter.  
 

15. KFC- *KFC*BROOMBALL* SUNDAY, JAN 31st. Join us for an afternoon 

of icy competition on Sunday, January 31st from 11:00am-12:00pm!!   Lunch will 

be provided and BE SURE TO DRESS WARM as we’ll be OUTSIDE for the 

entire game time! 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

Sun. Jan. 3rd 8:15 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Bible Study (No Sunday School) 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Mon. Jan. 4th Noon 

4:00 p.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

Deadline for Annual Report 

Release Time Zoom Class 

LWML Executive Board Meeting 

Tues. Jan. 5th 4:00 p.m. Release Time Zoom Class 

Wed. Jan. 6th  Noon Deadline for Bulletin 

Confirmation Classes 

Sun. Jan. 10th 8:15 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Sunday School/ Bible Study 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

ACT Youth Group 

Acknowledgement: 

+ Memorials for Savannah Litzau were received in the amount of $1,100 for 

a Portable Sound System. 

+ A memorial for Lucille Rolf was received in the amount of $15.00 for the 

Parking Lot Fund. 


