
  

 St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  8:00 & 10:30 am 

Sunday School/Bible Study: 

9:15 am 
 

                        Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Amanda Streufert, Administrative Assistant 

January 2, 2021 

Second Sunday after Christmas - Divine Service III 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 
 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
 

HYMN #362: “O Sing of Christ” Text copyright 1996 Stephen P. Starke; admin. Concordia Publishing 

House; Music: Public domain; used by permission CCLI #643019 
1. O sing of Christ, whose birth made known The kindness of the Lord, 

Eternal Word made flesh and bone So we could be restored. 

Upon our frail humanity God’s finger chose to trace 

The fullness of His deity, The icon of His grace. 
 

2. What Adam lost, none could reclaim, And paradise was barred 

Until the second Adam came To mend what sin has marred. 

For when the time was full and right God sent His only Son; 

He came to us as life and light And our redemption won. 
 

3. He came to that which was His own, But He was not received; 

Yet still through him God’s glory shone, And some His name believed. 

To these He gave the right to be The heirs of heav’n above, 

Born not of human ancestry But born of God in love. 
 

4. Lord Jesus Christ, You deigned to dwell Among us here on earth 

As God with us, Emmanuel, To bring this holy birth. 

Though rich, You willingly became One with our poverty, 

That we might share Your wealth and name For all eternity! 
 

INVOCATION/CONFESSION/ABSOLUTION (pg. 184, 185) 
 

INTROIT 

P: The Word became flesh and lived for a while among us. 

C: We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from 

the Father, full of grace and truth. 

P: How good it is to sing praises to our God, 

C: how pleasant and fitting to praise him! 

P: Great is our Lord and mighty in power; 

C: his understanding has no limit. 

P: The Lord delights in those who fear him, 
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C: who put their hope in his unfailing love. 

P: Extol the Lord, O Jerusalem; 

C: praise your God, O Zion. 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning, 

C: is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P: The Word became flesh and lived for a while among us. 

C: We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from 

the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 

GLORIA PATRI/KYRIE (pg.186) 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS/ SALUTATION (pg.187-189) 
 

COLLECT 
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, who wonderfully created us and in the incarnation 

of your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature, grant that we may ever 

be alive in him who made himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS……………………..1 Kings 3:4-15, Ephesians 1:3-14 
 

ALLELUIA (pg. 190) 
 

GOSPEL LESSON…………………………………………...Luke 2:40-52 
 

THE NICENE CREED (pg. 191) 
 

HYMN #390: “Let Us All with Gladsome Voice” Text and music: Public domain 

1. Let us all with gladsome voice Praise the God of heaven, 

Who, to bid our hearts rejoice, His own Son hath given. 
 

2. To this vale of tears He comes, Here to serve in sadness, 

That with Him in heav'ns fair homes We may reign in gladness. 
 

3. We are rich, for He was poor; Is not this a wonder? 

Therefore praise God evermore Here on earth and yonder. 
 

4. Christ, our Lord and Savior dear, Be Thou ever near us. 

Grant us now a glad new year. Amen, Jesus, hear us. 
 

SERMON “A Humble Request” (1 Kings 3:4-9) 



  

 

OFFERTORY (pg.192-193) 
 

OFFERING  
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord in your mercy 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

THE PREFACE (pg.194) 
 

THE SANCTUS (pg.195) 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (pg. 196) 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION/PAX DOMINI (pg. 197) 
 

AGNUS DEI (pg.198) 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  

#410: “Within the Father’s House” Text and music: Public domain 

1. Within the Father's house The Son has found His home, 

And to His temple suddenly The Lord of life has come. 
 

2. The doctors of the Law Gaze on the wondrous child 

And marvel at His gracious words Of wisdom undefiled. 
 

3. Yet not to them is giv'n The mighty truth to know, 

To lift the earthly veil which hides Incarnate God below. 
 

4. The secret of the Lord Escapes each human eye, 

And faithful pond'ring hearts await The full epiphany. 
 

5. Lord, visit Thou our souls And teach us by Thy grace 

Each dim revealing of Thyself With loving awe to trace 
 

6. Till we behold Thy face And know as we are known 

Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Coequal Three in One. 

 

#389: “Let All Together Praise Our God” Text (sts. 1,3-7) Copyright 1969 Concordia Publishing House; 

Text (st. 2) and music: Public domain; Used  by permission CCLI #643019 
1. Let all together praise our God Before His glorious throne; 

Today He opens heav’n again To give us His own Son, To give us His own Son. 
 

2. He leaves His heav’nly Father’s throne, Is born an infant small, 

And in a manger, poor and lone, Lies in a humble stall, Lies in a humble stall. 
 

3. Within an earthborn form he hides His all-creating light; 

To serve us all He humbly cloaks The splendor of His might,  

The splendor of His might. 
 

4. He undertakes a great exchange, Puts on our human frame, 
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And in return gives us His realm, His glory, and His name,  

His glory, and His name. 
 

5. He is a servant, I a lord: How great a mystery!  

How strong the tender Christ child’s Love! No truer friend than He,  

No truer friend than He. 
 

6. He is the key and He the door To blessed paradise; 

The angel bars the way no more. To God our praises rise, To God our praises rise. 
 

7. Your grace in lowliness revealed, Lord Jesus, we adore 

And praise to God the Father yield And Spirit evermore;  

We praise You evermore. 

 

COMMON DISMISSAL/NUNC DIMITTIS (pg.199) 
 

THE THANKSGIVING (pg.200) 
 

COLLECT/ BENEDICTION (pg. 201-202) 
 

HYMN #392: “God Loves Me Dearly” Text and music: Public domain 

1. God loves me dearly, Grants me salvation,  

God loves me dearly, Loves even me. 
 

Refrain: Therefore I'll say again: God loves me dearly, 

God loves me dearly, Loves even me. 
 

2. I was in slav'ry, Sin, death, and darkness;  

God's love was working To make me free. Refrain 
 

3. He sent forth Jesus, My dear Redeemer, 

He sent forth Jesus And set me free. Refrain 
 

4. Jesus, my Savior, Himself did offer; 

Jesus, my Savior, Paid all I owed. Refrain 
 

5. Now I will praise You, O Love Eternal; 

Now I will praise You All my life long. Refrain 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Isaiah 60:1 ~ “Arise, shine, for your light has 
come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon 
you.” 

 



  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

 
 

 

 
 

 

1. POINSETTIA-PLEASE plan to take your donated poinsettia home. Protective 

sleeves are available in the closet in the entry. Thank you. 

 

2. THANK YOU to all the congregation members who remembered us this  

Christmas season. Your cards, gifts and kind words are all so very much  

appreciated!  ~ Pastor Nelson and Admin. Assistant Amanda 

 

3. ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE will have a meeting on Sunday, 

January 9th following the second service. 

 

4. ANNUAL REPORT DEADLINE- Deadline to submit reports for the 2021 

Annual Report is Monday, January 3rd. If you have any questions, please contact 

Amanda. 

 

5. THANK YOU again to all of those that joined in Caroling in December. We 

have received a few notes of thanks to all of you! A few pictures have been posted 

on the bulletin board. 

 

Sun. Jan. 2nd 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Mon. Jan. 3rd  

7:00 p.m. 

Release Time Classes 

LWML Meeting 

Annual Report Deadline 

Tues. Jan. 4th  Release Time Classes 

Wed. Jan 5th Noon 

3:05 p.m. 

 

Deadline for Bulletin 

6th Grade Release Time 

Confirmation Classes 

Sat. Jan. 8th 8:00 a.m. Christmas Decoration Take-down 

Sun. Jan. 9th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

11:30 a.m. 

WORSHIP 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP 

Endowment Fund Committee Meeting 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



  

6. DONATIONS NEEDED-Gently used/new coats, snow pants, mittens, boots 

and hats of all sizes are needed by the Marie Sandvick Center where we take the 

sandwiches each month. If you can help, please place your donations in the box in 

the narthex. Thank you and God bless! 

 

7. CHOIR/BELL CHOIR: Let Your Praises Ring, and Sing!!! Let’s continue to 

put our COVID restrictions behind us and let us ring out and sing out our praises 

to our LORD!  To aid in this, your Board of Elders has hired a music director to 

get our vocal choir and bell choir back in their paces and spaces.  We will begin 

our practices in January for the bell choir and vocal choir and we need your 

talents and voices to aid in this effort.  Won’t it be great to hear both choirs 

adding to our worship services once again.  Call the church office (320-395-2573) 

to put your name on the list and wait for instructions on the start dates.  You may 

also call or speak to Jane Holasek (320-224-1742), Randy Rehmann (320-583-

3306) or Gary Loontjer (952-836-6025) to register.  Let the praises begin! 

 

8. ENVELOPES AVAILABLE- Offering envelopes for 2022 are available near 

the East Entry door. Please do not use these envelopes until January 1st, 2022. If 

you are able to, please grab the envelopes for your friends and family members. 

 

9. BIBLE STUDY- What does the daily life look like for a Christian?  How do 

we serve God as we go about our business?  Can God do his work through you?  

You are invited to come for a new Bible study on vocation.  You will learn that 

your vocation goes beyond how you make a living. It is where God has placed 

you so his work can be done.  The understanding of vocation will add depth and 

meaning to your lives.  This study will begin Thursday, January 13th at 7:00 p.m. 

 

10. CHURCH COUNCIL- NEEDED! Church members, to run for the following 

positions for our Church Council: Board of Education and Vice Chair. No 

experience needed! Only a willingness to serve the Lord and help fulfill our 

church's mission statement to "Reach Out and Share the Love of Christ Through 

Word and Service!" Please contact the Church office or Vice Chairman Larry 

Hoof (395-2604) if you would be interested in any of the positions. 

 

11. CHURCH COUNCIL CANDIDATES-Candidates that will be on the ballot 

at the Annual Meeting are: Elders (Vote for 2)- Brett Schmidt, Steve Schauer, 

Mike Foust, Neil Hecksel; Board of Education- Rachelle Krienke; Stewardship- 

Jane Roth; Auditor- Amy Bettcher, Carol Wolter; Trustee- Doug Birkholz, Steve 

Dietel, Jeremy Ross; Trustee (1 year term)- Todd Ruschmeyer; Vice Chairman- 

Gene Starke, Darian Litzau. 

 

12. DEBT REDUCTION-The council would like to thank you for your 

continued financial support during these challenging times. We have been able to 

make all of our current expenses each month! At one point, we were also able to 

re-pay $5,000 of the $10,000 that we borrowed from our building fund. At the 

October council meeting, it was discussed how we could proceed to pay off the 

remaining balance of the loan. At this point in time, we would encourage anyone 



  

who feels that they have the ability to give an additional gift toward this debt 

would to do so, but we would ask that it would not come at the expense of your 

regular giving. Again, thank you for your consistent financial support of our 

congregation. In Christ, Fred Holasek, Chairman. If you would like to donate, 

please place your gift in an envelope marked "Debt Reduction" and place it in the 

offering plate. Thank you! 

 

13. ADDRESSES-If you have had a change in address, phone number or personal 

information PLEASE make sure the Church office has the correct information for 

the directory printed in February. You can email stpaulslp@embarqmail.com or 

call the Church Office at 395-2573. Also, please remember we are continuing to 

collect email address for our email database. If you would like to add your email 

to this list, please contact the church office. 

 

14. ANNUAL MEETING- Mark your calendars now and plan to attend our 

Annual Voters Meeting on Thursday, January 20th at 7:00 PM. All confirmed 

members of legal voting age are encouraged to attend.  See the January 

Lamplighter for a proposed Agenda. This meeting is where we also elect our new 

Council members for 2022. 

 

15. SPECIAL COLLECTION-A special door offering will be held for Becky 

Herrmann’s son Leland.  Leland is in need of kidney surgery.  This door offering 

will take place during the last 2 Sundays of the January. 

  

16. ST. PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP applications are now available. 

These scholarships are for Christian Education for individuals attending a LCMS  

Christian School, Pre-School, K-8, High School and College. Applications are 

available on the wall pocket by the church offices. Please return applications by 

Sunday, March 6th, 2022. If you would like a scholarship application emailed to 

you, please contact the church office 

  

17. BAHR/STREI SCHOLARSHIP applications are also available. The 

Bahr/Strei scholarship is for church work fields of study at a LCMS Concordia 

University or Seminary.  Applications are available on the wall pocket file by the 

church offices. Please return applications by Sunday, March 6th, 2022. If you 

would like a scholarship application emailed to you, please contact the church 

office. 

 

 

18. NO SUNDAY SCHOOL TODAY Sunday, January 2nd. We will resume 

classes next Sunday, January 9th.  

 

 

 

19. MEETING- St. Paul LWML will meet on January 3, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. for 

our first monthly meeting of the New Year. Please join us for devotion, Christian 

fellowship and installation of our new officers for 2022. ALL women of our 

LWML 

YOUTH 
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congregation are invited to attend and learn of our Christian global missions as we 

serve the Lord. 
 

Today we administer the Sacrament of the Altar.  We believe, teach, and confess 

that this sacrament is “the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the 

bread and wine, instituted by Christ himself for us Christians to eat and drink.” 

(Luther’s Small Catechism)  

Christ has given us this sacrament for our forgiveness and as an expression of our 

unity with one another.  However, Scripture also says that those who receive this 

sacrament unworthily are guilty of sinning against the body and the blood of our 

Lord (1 Cor. 11:27-29).  Therefore, we ask that those who have not communed with 

us before to speak with our pastor or an Elder. 

MEMORY VERSE: 
Psalm 121:8 “The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in 
from this time forth and forevermore.” 


