
  

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
124 Maple Street North, Box 38 

Lester Prairie, MN 55354 
 

Worship:  8:00 &10:30 a.m. 
Sun. School: 9:15 a.m. 
  

Church Staff: 
Rev. Eric Nelson, Pastor; Ellen Schulteis, DCE; Amanda Streufert, Admin. Assistant 

   

January 1, 2023 

Circumcision and Name of Jesus 

Holy Communion  
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 

CHURCH BELLS/WELCOME 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.    

C: Amen. 

P: If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, 

C: O Lord, who could stand? 

P: But with you there is forgiveness 

C: therefore you are feared. 

P: O Almighty God, merciful Father, 

C: I, a poor miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your punishment now 

and forever.  But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, 

and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 

bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sin in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 
 

INTROIT (read responsively) 

P: The Word became flesh and lived for a while among us. 

C: We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from 

the Father, full of grace and truth. 

P: I will praise you, O Lord, with all my heart; 

C: I will tell of your wonders. 

P: What is man that you are mindful of him, 
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C: the son of man that you care for him? 

P: I trust in your unfailing love; 

C: my heart rejoices in your salvation. 

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

C: and to the Holy Spirit; 

P: as it was in the beginning, 

C: is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P: The Word became flesh and lived for a while among us. 

C: We have seen the glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from 

the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 

COLLECT 

Lord God, you made your blessed Son, our Savior, subject to the Law to shed his 

blood on our behalf. Grant us the true circumcision of the spirit that our hearts may 

be made pure from all sin; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS…………………..Numbers 6:22-27, Galatians 3:23-29 

GOSPEL LESSON………………………………………………….....Luke 2:21 
 

THE NICENE CREED (back cover of LSB) 

HYMN #900: “Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love”  Text and music: Public domain 

1. Jesus! Name of wondrous love, Name all other names above, 

Unto which must ev'ry knee Bow in deep humility. 
 

2. Jesus! Name decreed of old, To the maiden mother told, 

Kneeling in her lowly cell, By the angel Gabriel. 
 

3. Jesus! Name of priceless worth To the fallen sons of earth 

For the promise that it gave, "Jesus shall His people save." 
 

4. Jesus! Name of mercy mild, Given to the holy Child 

When the cup of human woe First He tasted here below. 
 

5. Jesus! Only name that's giv'n Under all the mighty heav'n 

Whereby those to sin enslaved Burst their fetters and are saved. 
 

6. Jesus! Name of wondrous love, Human name of God above; 

Pleading only this, we flee Helpless, O our God, to Thee. 
 

SERMON “The Blessing of the Lord” (Number 6:22-27) 
 

OFFERINGS 

PRAYERS 
 

CATECHISM QUESTIONS REVIEWING THE LORD’S SUPPER 

P: What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 

C: It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and 

wine, instituted by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. 

P: What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 



  

C: These words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” show us 

that in the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life and salvation are given us 

through these words.  For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life 

and salvation. 

P: How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things? 

C: Certainly not just eating and drinking do these things, but the words 

written here: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”  These 

words, along with the bodily eating and drinking, are the main thing in the 

Sacrament.  Whoever believes these words has exactly what they say: 

“forgiveness of sins.” 

P: Who receives this sacrament worthily? 

C: Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training.  But 

that person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words 

“Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”  But anyone who does not 

believe these words or doubts them is unworthy and unprepared, for the words 

“for you” require all hearts to believe. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (inside back cover of Lutheran Service Book) 
 

ADMONITION TO COMMUNICANTS 

P: I exhort you in Christ that you give attention to the Testament of Christ in true 

faith, and above all take to heart the words with which Christ presents his body and 

blood to us for forgiveness; that you take note of and give thanks for the boundless 

love that he showed us when he saved us from the wrath of God, sin, death, and 

hell by his blood; and that you then externally receive the bread and wine, that is, 

his body and blood, as a guarantee and pledge.  Let us then in his name, according 

to his command, and with his own words administer and receive the Testament. 
 

CONSECRATION OF ELEMENTS 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

HYMN #370: “What Child Is This” Text and music: Public domain 

1. What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mary! 
 

2. Why lies He in such mean estate Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here The silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, The cross be borne for me, for you; 

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mary! 
 

3. So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peasant king, to own Him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 

Raise, raise the song on high, The virgin sings her lullaby; 

Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mary! 

 

 

 



  

HYMN #364: “Away in a Manger” Text and tune: Public domain 

1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 

The stars in the sky--looked down where He lay,  

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

2. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,  

But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,  

And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 

3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay  

Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,  

And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 
 

COMMON DISMISSAL 
 

LUTHER’S PRAYER after COMMUNION 

All: O God, we are sinners, and yet we are not 

sinners.  Alone and apart from Christ we are sinners, but in our Lord Jesus 

Christ and with Him, we are forgiven.  We firmly believe that He has destroyed 

all our sins with His precious blood.  The sign of this is our Baptism, where we 

are cleansed by God’s Word, and declared absolved and freed from all sins.  

In the sacrament of the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, we have 

received as a sure sign of grace the forgiveness of sins.  This Jesus has won and 

accomplished for us by the shedding of His precious blood.  For this we thank 

Him now and in eternity.  Amen. 
 

CLOSING RESPONSES (I Peter 4:8-11) 

P: Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 

C: Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 

P: Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully 

administering God’s grace in its various forms. 

C: If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. 

P: If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides. 

All: So that in all things, God may be praised through Jesus Christ.  To him 

be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

HYMN #922: “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”  Text copyright 1983 Concordia 

Publishing House; Music:: Public domain; used by permission CCLI #643019 
1. Go, My children, with My blessing, Never alone. 

Waking, sleeping, I am with you; You are My own. 

 In My love’s baptismal river I have made you Mine forever. 

Go, My children, with My blessing- You are My own. 
 

2. Go, My children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure. 

Here you learned how much I love you, What I can cure. 

Communion Note: 

The outer ring of each communion 
tray holds four colored cups of non-

alcoholic wine. 
 



  

Here you heard My dear Son’s story; Here you touched Him, saw His glory. 

Go, My children, sins forgiven, At peace nod pure. 
 

3. Go, My children, fed and nourished, closer to Me; 

Grow in love and love by serving, Joyful and free. 

Here My Spirit’s power filled you; Here His tender comfort stilled you. 

Go, My children, fed and nourished, Joyful and free. 
 

4. I the Lord will bless and keep you And give you peace; 

I the Lord will smile upon you And give you peace: 

I the Lord will be your Father, Savior, comforter, and Brother. 

Go, My children; I will keep you And give you peace. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/ POSTLUDE 

+ + +

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today we administer the Sacrament of the Altar.  We believe, teach, and confess that 

this sacrament is “the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread 

and wine, instituted by Christ himself for us Christians to eat and drink.” (Luther’s 

Small Catechism) 

Christ has given us this sacrament for our forgiveness and as an expression of our 

unity with one another.  However, Scripture also says that those who receive this 

sacrament unworthily are guilty of sinning against the body and the blood of our Lord 

(1 Cor. 11:27-29).  Therefore, we ask that those who have not communed with us 

before to speak with our pastor or an elder. 

Prayer Concerns 

+ Maverick John Morgan 

+ Sue Loontjer 

+ Dan Gueningsman 

+ Troy Feltmann 

+ Travelers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance Last Week: 

Christmas Eve: 302 

Christmas Day: 57 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Isaiah 9:2 ~ “ The people who walked in  
darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of 
deep darkness, on them has light shone.” 
  

 



  

Calendar of Events 

 

 

 
 
 

1. CONGRATULATIONS to Maverick John Morgan, son of Mathew and 

Brittney Karschnik, who will be baptized today. Sponsors are Aaron Hoover and 

Angie Hoover. 

 

2. POINSETTIA-Thank You to everyone that ordered poinsettias this year. 

PLEASE plan to take your donated poinsettia home after service today. Protective 

sleeves are available in the closet in the entry. Thank you. 

 

3. 2023 OFFERING ENVELOPES are available to pick up in the main hallway. 

If you are able, please pick up envelopes for your friends/family members as well. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Church Office. 
 

4. DEADLINE- 2022 Annual Report Deadline is Friday, January 6th, 2023 
 

5. CHURCH COUNCIL- NEEDED Church members, to run for the following 

positions for our Church Council: Board of Education, Trustee, Board of 

Stewardship and Council Secretary. No experience needed! Only a willingness to 

serve the Lord and help fulfill our church's mission statement to "Reach Out and 

Share the Love of Christ Through Word and Service!" Please contact the Church 

office if you would be interested in any of the positions or would like more 

information. 

 

6. ANNUAL MEETING- Mark your calendars and plan to attend the Annual 

Voters Meeting on Thursday, January 19th at 7:00 PM. See the January 

Lamplighter for a preliminary agenda and nomination candidates for Council. 

 

7. LWML-St. Paul LWML will meet on January 2nd, 2023 for the first meeting 

of the New Year. Join us at 7:00 p.m. for installation of 2023 officers, devotion 

Sun. Jan. 1st 9:00 a.m. WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 

Mon. Jan. 2nd  

7:00 p.m. 

Church Offices Closed 

LWML Meeting 

Wed. Jan 4th Noon 

3:05 p.m. 

Deadline for Bulletin 

6th Grade Release Time 

Confirmation Classes 

Thurs. Jan. 5th  Release Time Classes 

Fri. Jan 6th  Annual Report Deadline 

Sun. Jan. 8th 8:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

7:30 p.m. 

WORSHIP 

Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study 

WORSHIP 

ACT Youth Group 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



  

and Christian fellowship. The January donation is designated for the Lester Prairie 

Sandwich Ministry.  Ladies, please join us! 

 

8. ST. PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP applications are now available. 

These scholarships are for Christian Education for individuals attending a LCMS  

Christian School, Pre-School, K-8, High School and College. Applications are 

available on the wall pocket by the church offices. Please return applications by 

Sunday, March 12th, 2023. If you would like a scholarship application emailed to 

you, please contact the church office. 

  

9. BAHR/STREI SCHOLARSHIP applications are also available. The 

Bahr/Strei scholarship is for church work fields of study at a LCMS Concordia 

University or Seminary.  Applications are available on the wall pocket file by the 

church offices. Please return applications by Sunday, March 12th, 2023. 

 

10. ALTAR FLOWRS: We are scheduling now for 2023. If you can help one 

month of the year to provide and take care of altar flowers, please let Jane 

Holasek know. Remember: You can provide flowers to celebrate a special  

occasion anytime! 

 

11. BIBLE STUDY-Have you enjoyed The Chosen video series?  Join us for new 

Bible study on The Chosen starting Thursday, January 12, at 7:00 p.m.  We will 

watch an episode and follow with a Biblical discussion. 

 

12. SANDWICH MINISTRY- Volunteers and donations are needed.  

This month’s sandwich making date is January 19, 8:30 am.  Everyone is 

welcome to help with this servant event. Donations for L.P. Sandwich Ministry 

are needed and always very appreciated!  
  

13. SCHEDULE- For January 8th: ~ Ushers: 1st Service – Keith Christen, Dave 

Dressler, Kim Dressler, Gary Kosek; 2nd Service- Larry Clausen, Jason Ernst, 

Greg Hartwig; Acolytes: 1st Service- M. Peterson, C. Novotny; 2nd Service- M. 

Kosek, E. Dressler; Greeters: N/A; Scripture Reader-N/A; Helping Hands: Mary 

Ann Teubert; Flowers: Audrey Litzau; Worship Bags: Elaine Peterson 

 

14. DIRECT DEPOSIT- St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church wants to remind you that 

we offer electronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. 

Electronic giving offers convenience for individual congregation members and 

provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.  As you 

contemplate future contributions, please consider electronic giving.  If you would 

like more information, or forms to enroll, please contact the church office. You 

may also visit our website www.stpaullp.org for information about mobile giving. 

Thank you! 

 

 

15. SUNDAY SCHOOL- There will be NO Sunday School TODAY January 1st. 

(Also no Adult Bible Study). 

 

YOUTH 



  

16. CONFIRMATION- A reminder to 8th Grade Confirmation parents:   

Confirmation will meet at its regular time (5:45 p.m.) staring January 4th. 
 

17. ACT Mission Trip - There are 11 youth signed up to attend the 2023 mission 

trip to Lake Traverse Reservation, SD! Look for a mission trip display in the 

narthex to find information about ways you can support them as they prepare to 

help a community in need! In December we're launching our first fundraising 

effort - an envelope board! To participate in this fundraiser, simply pick an 

envelope off the bulletin board, place ANY amount you would like to donate 

inside, and return the envelope to Ellie in her mailbox!  

 

18. KFC- Students in grades 4-8 are invited to a KFC bowling trip to Hutch Bowl 

on Sunday, January 22! We will leave from the church around 11:30 and have a 

pizza lunch there.  I will need some parent volunteers to drive and chaperone as 

well. Sign up on the youth bulletin board, or let Ellie know if you will be there!  
 

 

 
 

 
 


