
WISDOM 
Someone once said that knowledge is knowing what to do, but wisdom is knowing when to do it. While 
that is a simplifica=on, the essence remains that wisdom is applying knowledge of God’s character and 
plan in order to navigate life well. The book of Psalms begins by describing a wise person: “How happy is 
the one who does not walk in the advice of the wicked or stand in the pathway with sinners or sit in the 
company of mockers! Instead, his delight is in the Lord’s instruc=on, and he meditates on it day and 
night. He is like a tree planted beside flowing streams that bears its fruit in its season and whose leaf 
does not wither. Whatever he does prospers” (Psalm 1:1-3). 

Knowing who God is, how God acts and what his plan for us involves is the founda=on of wisdom, and 
that informa=on can be found in God’s Word. The psalmist rightly concludes that a wise person will pay 
aSen=on to God’s word and do what is in it. These two prac=ces, good judgment and right ac=on, form 
the founda=on for a wise life. 

GOOD JUDGMENT 

Read 
Colossae had been an important city in the centuries leading up to Paul’s leSer to the church there. 
Situated on the crossroads of two major trade routes, Colossae had aSracted a diverse popula=on. As a 
result, there was an interes=ng mixture of religious and philosophical ideas that became popular in 
Colossae, and Paul wanted to make sure those ideas didn’t dilute the Gospel message. 

Paul understood the importance of knowing God and his Word in order to navigate life well. While non-
Chris=ans can have good ideas, only God understands how best to live the life he created. The more we 
understand God’s plan, the beSer we can live the life he has for us. Good judgment comes from reading 
and understanding God’s Word and judging every idea according to its Scriptural merit. 

Read Colossians 3:1-3 

Discuss 
• Why does Paul tell the Colossians to “set” their minds on things above? What does he mean by 

that? 

• What are some things that belong to the category “things above”? What belongs to “earthly 
things”? 

• Why does Paul talk about dying and rising with Christ alongside the idea of no longer thinking 
about earthly things but instead focusing on heavenly things? What does that word picture say 
about how Paul viewed the ideas in our minds? 

RIGHT ACTION 

Read 
Jesus’ longest recorded sermon is called the Sermon on the Mount. In it, Jesus talks about a lot of things, 
many of them having to do with doing the right thing. You can read the whole sermon in MaShew 
chapters 5-7, but I want to focus on one part near the beginning. Several =mes in the Bible, Jesus 
encourages his followers to be good examples to those around them by the way they live their lives. For 
Jesus, doing the right thing wasn’t a way to earn your salva=on, but instead it was a way to show that 



Christ had been invited into your life as Lord, or Master. When obeying God comes from a heart of love 
and apprecia=on, those good works will point others to God. 

Salt is a preserva=ve and seasoning. It is used to make things it comes in contact with beSer. Light is a 
powerful force. Unless it is deliberately blocked or hidden, even the smallest light can penetrate the 
darkness for miles. Jesus tells his followers that they are to be like salt and light in their world. When 
they do the right things for the right reasons, their ac=ons will stand out and point others toward God. 

Read MaShew 5:13-16 

Discuss 
• What is salt good for? How could your right ac=ons be like salt to those around you? 

• Why does Jesus talk about light when dealing with good works? How can what you do be related 
with the way light works? 

• Jesus says that our good works are meant to point others toward God. Are the things that you 
are doing poin=ng other people to God, or away from God? How?  

PRAY 

James says that if anyone lacks wisdom, they should ask God for it and he will give it to them (James 
1:5). Read through the story of King Solomon in 1 Kings 3:1-15. Reflect on the decision Solomon made to 
ask God for wisdom. True to his word, God gave wisdom when he was asked for it. Take some =me and 
ask God to give you wisdom, and trust that by asking, God has promised that he will give you wisdom. 
This is not a prayer that should only be prayed once, but in every situa=on you face where wisdom is 
needed, you can ask God for it and know that he will provide. 

Also, take some =me to ask God to show you areas in your life where you are not being “salt and light.” 
Then ask him to help you do a beSer job of doing the right thing in all situa=ons. 

PRACTICE 

Look at the end of the book of Proverbs (31:10-31). Many =mes this poem is taken to only be speaking to 
women, but if you look closely, you’ll no=ce that what it is really talking about is the wise life. When a 
person spends their life “pursuing wisdom” it will be like they are “married” to wisdom. What do you 
no=ce in the poem about the life of a wise person? What are some of the things that a wise person 
does? Make a list from the poem of at least five things you no=ce. See if you can find any other 
Scriptures that talks about each of those ideas. Over the next week work on one of those ideas each day. 

Reflec-on Assessment: (How well do the following statements describe you?) 
• People know me as someone who makes good decisions. 

• I look to Christ as an example and strive to be like him in everything I do. 

• Because I understand what God cares about, I can quickly figure out how to approach important 
issues. 



Jesus begins his Sermon on the Mount with a list of bea=tudes. “Bea=tudes” is a fancy way of saying, 
“This is the right thing to do.” Pick five of the eight from MaShew 5:3-10 and look them up. Once you’ve 
figured out what each one means, spend the next week focusing on one at a =me and figuring out ways 
you can “do the right thing” in your life. 

Reflec-on Assessment: 
• I am able to tell when the Bible is commanding me to do something and I obey. 

• My ac=ons point others toward God. 

• I know the right thing to do and find sa=sfac=on in doing it, even when it is unpleasant. 

NEXT WEEK 

Afer spending =me learning how to think and behave properly, we will turn our aSen=on to sharing 
God’s kindness with others through our lives, ac=ons and words. We call this Rela=onal Generosity.


