
THANKSGIVING 
When you receive a gi8, you don’t just get an item, you actually receive a part of the gi8-giver as well. 
Someone thought of you and decided to give you something and spent Fme and resources to honor you 
with a gi8. They poured a bit of themselves into the process, and that becomes a part of the gi8. 
Receiving a gi8 well (with appreciaFon and humility) enhances the relaFonship between the giver and 
receiver. But if a gi8 is not received well (e.g. If you start talking about how much you could sell the gi8 
for later) it has the power to harm a relaFonship. 

God is the ulFmate gi8-giver. He loves to give gi8s, and all we have is a gi8 from him. A proper aMtude 
toward God and receiving what he provides is important if we want to grow in our relaFonship with God. 
And, as we will see, geMng good at receiving God’s gi8s well will actually help us see him (and his 
acFvity in our lives) beNer than we ever have before. 

APPRECIATION 

Read 
AppreciaFon is the combinaFon of feeling grateful for receiving a gi8 and expressing it outwardly to the 
one who gave you the gi8. Perhaps your parents tried to teach you to show appreciaFon by wriFng 
thank you cards or calling to say thank you. Whatever the expression, showing appreciaFon makes the 
giver feel good about giving you a gi8. Easter week was a difficult one for the disciples of Jesus. They 
went from excited to terrified to really sad to beyond ecstaFc all in the span of a few days. Their beloved 
friend Jesus was back from the dead and spending Fme with them, and everything was feeling all right 
again. So when Jesus told them he had to leave, you can imagine how disappointed they must have 
been. 

But Jesus encouraged them and told them that God was sending a gi8 in his place. This gi8 was unlike 
any gi8 that had ever been given. This gi8 was God himself, but not like Jesus. This gi8 was going to be 
present with them everywhere they went, but instead of walking next to them, this gi8 was going to live 
inside them. God, living inside his people? What a gi8! So they waited and watched for this special gi8. 
When it finally came, it changed their lives forever. Acts chapter 1 tells the story about how the gi8 
arrived. Acts 2 tells us how the disciples responded. Look at the end of Acts 2 and see if you can tell if 
they received their new gi8 with appreciaFon. 

Read Acts 2:42-47 

Discuss 
• Which do you enjoy more, giving or receiving gi8s? Why? 

• What do you noFce about the disciples’ response in Acts 2:42-47? 

• How do you think God felt when he saw his children’s response to his important gi8? Do you 
think it made him want to keep giving them more gi8s? 



HUMILITY 

Read 
C.S. Lewis said that humility is not thinking less of yourself (low self-esteem), it is thinking of yourself less 
(spending your Fme thinking about others instead). Having a proper understanding of who you are, what 
you deserve, and how others are affected by your acFons helps put you in a place to receive gi8s well. If 
you have a lot of money and someone gives you an inexpensive gi8, do you judge the gi8 by what you 
have (pride) or by what it cost them (humility)? When it comes to receiving things from God, do you feel 
like he owes you certain things (pride) or that you owe him everything (humility)? When we properly 
understand who we are in relaFon to God, then it allows us to receive his gi8s with appreciaFon, 
because we know we do not deserve them. 

There is a story in the Old Testament that does a good job of showing how humility can help us receive 
God’s gi8s properly. Isaiah sees a vision of heaven. In his vision, God is siMng on his throne. When Isaiah 
sees the holy God siMng on his throne in heaven, he realizes just how unlike God he is. Isaiah doesn’t 
just feel sorry for himself to try to get others to feel sorry for him too, he is actually sorry that he sins so 
much and isn’t like God at all. Isaiah realizes that all the people he knows are like him, sinners who don’t 
do what makes God happy, and so he gets really sad, feeling like there is no hope for anyone to be 
righteous like God. But then something interesFng happens. An angel comes down and tells Isaiah that 
God has chosen to forgive his sins and make him clean again. 

Now the scene shi8s back to heaven, where Isaiah hears God talking to himself. God is wondering who 
he can send out into the world with the message that he wants to forgive everybody’s sins. When Isaiah 
hears this, his response is one of both humility and appreciaFon. Because he understood that he was a 
sinner, he appreciated what God did by forgiving his sins. In response, Isaiah says, “I’ll go!” Isaiah knew 
that he wasn’t any beNer than the other people in Israel who needed God’s forgiveness too, but if God 
could forgive him, then God could certainly forgive them! 

Read Isaiah 6:1-9 

Discuss 
• What stands out to you about Isaiah’s response? 

• Why do you think the angel touched Isaiah’s lips with a burning coal? Look up the significance of 
lips to the people of Israel. If you can’t find anything or need help, reach out to Pastor Brooks or 
Pastor Ryan. 

• How do you think Isaiah felt when he saw God seated on his throne in heaven? Pay aNenFon to 
the details in the story for clues as to how he felt. Why do you think he felt that way? 

PRAY 

Take some Fme each day to tell God what you are thankful for. This isn’t just an exercise to do once a 
year in November, but a good idea for every day. What is it that God has done for you? What gi8s has he 
given you? This may feel a liNle weird but take an enFre prayer and don’t ask God for anything, just 
thank him for what he has already given you. Thanksgiving is an appropriate subject for prayer all by 
itself. Each evening at dinner, tell your family something that you are thankful for. 



PRACTICE 

You may not think you can pracFce being more appreciaFve. If you don’t appreciate when you receive 
gi8s, you probably need to work a liNle on humility first. If you do appreciate gi8s but aren’t good at 
showing it, then pracFce it. One thing you could do is decide to show appreciaFon before you are 
allowed to use the gi8. Write a thank you note, call the giver, give them a hug, and then you can play 
with it, spend it, use it, or whatever. Another thing you could do is ask some of those closest to you how 
they feel when they give you gi8s. Can they tell you appreciate what they gave you? If not, ask them 
what you might have done that would let them know you appreciated their gi8. 

Reflec%on Assessment: (How well do the following statements describe you?) 
• My friends know me as a thankful person. 

• I thank God for everything I have and that happens in my life. 

• I purposefully look for opportuniFes to show thankfulness. 

It can be hard to detect whether we have humility. But it is much beNer to figure it out for ourselves than 
have others point it out to us. To get in the habit of thinking more of others than we do ourselves, make 
a list. Start with your family and write down some things you appreciate about them. Then write down 
some of the things that you noFce they do for your family (e.g. Laundry, cleaning up, making dinner, 
taking out the trash, etc.). Finally, write down some ways over the next week that you could help them. 
Maybe that means helping them with chores or tasks around the home that they already do, or maybe it 
means doing something else for them so they can rest a8er doing things they need to do. Don’t tell 
them what you are doing, just do it. Try to find at least one thing you can do for every member of your 
family. 

Reflec%on Assessment: 
• I prioriFze the needs of others above my own. 

• My ability to focus on God and others relieves self-consciousness in my life. 

• I enjoy giving and receiving gi8s as a way to strengthen relaFonships. 

NEXT WEEK 

Next week we are going to explore WISDOM—applying knowledge of God’s character and plan in order 
to navigate life well. We will talk about what it means to be wise and how we can know what the right 
thing to do is.


