
RELATIONAL GENEROSITY 
When you think of hospitality, what comes to mind? Opening your home to others? Preparing and 

sharing a meal with them? Those are great things, valuable and useful for building community and 

camaraderie. Hospitality, however, is more than just inviting people over for dinner. The biblical idea of 

hospitality is rich with the ideas of opening your lives to others in ways that share God’s kindness with 

them. Often, this will mean opening ourselves up to inconvenient and vulnerable situations. But this is 

how God interacts with us, and as his children we should try to mimic the example he has given us. God 

opens himself to us when we need it most, not simply when it is convenient for him. And he shares his 

life with us even when it costs him, because he values relationship with us. When we share God’s 

kindness and compassion with others by opening ourselves to them, we call that ‘relational generosity.’ 

VULNERABILITY 

Read 

What does it mean to be a true friend? What about a good neighbor? Do I have to like someone in order 

to be friendly (or neighborly) to them? How far should I be willing to go to help someone in need? Am I 

allowed to stop when it becomes inconvenient or exhausting or difficult? These are great questions, and 

someone once asked them to Jesus. For this person, loving others meant loving those who were like 

him. Jesus suggested that God’s kind of love reaches beyond just those we are comfortable with and 

shares in their lives in ways that may be costly and difficult. 

Read Luke 10:25-37 

(See Pastor Brooks’ Family Worship Experience document for specific background info on the story of the Good Samaritan) 

Discuss 

• Why did Jesus choose to make the Samaritan the “hero” of the story? 

• Think of someone who needs to experience God’s kindness. What are some ways you can reach 

out to them this week and share in their life? 

• Why do you think the other characters in the story passed by the man in need without helping 

him? 

FRIENDSHIP 

Read 

Few characters in the Bible reflect the nature of friendship as well as David and Jonathan. Theirs was an 

instant bond, the kind that is difficult to describe but easy to recognize. Throughout David’s life, he 

battled more than just foreign enemies, but numerous times a jealous Saul tried to kill him. Saul’s son 

Jonathan was able to save David on more than one occasion, sealing their friendship forever. As you 

read their story, notice the lengths they are willing to go to share in each other’s lives. 

Read 1 Samuel 18:1-4; 20:1-42 

Discuss 



• Have you ever had someone you became “instant friends” with? 

• What can you learn about friendship from the way David and Jonathan treated each other? 

• How would you describe what it means to be a good friend? Are there “friendly” things you can 

do for strangers? 

PRAY 

Jesus talks about how it is easier to love those who are like us and who love us back than it is love those 

who mistreat us. Pray this week that God would begin to show you people in your life that need to 

experience God’s kindness. Ask God to increase your situational sensitivity so that you can notice when 

someone needs your relational generosity. God is present with us and pours himself into us when we 

need it. Ask God to help you be more like him in this way, that you are willing to invest in others (even at 

great cost to you) especially when they need it most. 

PRACTICE 

Vulnerability is not easy (by definition!), but it is supremely important to learn if you want to be like 

Christ. Jesus is the perfect example of vulnerability, in that he voluntarily set aside his invulnerability to 

become like us. That’s a fancy way of saying he gave up the power that comes with being God in order 

to save us from our weakness. He did all this so that God could pour himself into us. Nothing expresses 

vulnerability more than the way God gives himself to us. In return, we are invited to look for ways that 

we can minister to those around us as well. Joining in others’ lives by giving them something of 

ourselves is the very heart of ministry. Talk with your family and come up with a few ways that you can 

be generous with your relational energy and share God’s kindness with those around you. 

Reflection Assessment: (How well do the following statements describe you?) 

• Other people feel like they can approach me with their struggles or difficult news. 

• I am attentive to people who are in need, and I seek out people others may avoid. 

• I manage my schedule to create enough space to build relationships with others. 

Friendship is one of the greatest gifts God has blessed us with. A good friend is necessary for an 

abundant life. Think about your closest relationships. What are some ways that you can be a better 

friend? Are there areas where you put yourself first? Are there ways that you can help others grow by 

spending time with them? Do you have anyone in your life who is helping you grow? These and other 

questions like them will help you start to become the kind of friend you would want to have in your life. 

And as the old adage goes, if you want a good friend, be a good friend. 

Reflection Assessment: 

• I have friends in my life who I invest in to help them grow. 

• People feel like I listen well and am attentive to their needs. 

• I seek out friendships with mature people who can help me grow. 

NEXT WEEK 

Next week we will talk about faithfully taking care of what God has entrusted to us, also known as 

Stewardship. 


