
GOOD NEWS 
These are unusual +mes. There is a lot of uncertainty and fear surrounding all of us. In the end, however, 
we know that God is in control and that nothing catches him by surprise. God will accomplish his 
purposes through and in this pandemic, and we can rest assured that he holds our future in his hands. 
Our confidence in the future, not only for this life but also (and more importantly) for the one to come, is 
what enables us to face challenges like this one with composure, grace, and humility. Whether this is the 
end of all things, or just the end of things as we have known them, in the end, God wins. This knowledge 
creates a hope inside of the Chris+an. Hope for a future spent with God, and hope for today that no 
maFer how bad things get, we s+ll can have rela+onship with God here and now. 

That hope is something the world needs. There are a lot of people in situa+ons just like yours who don’t 
have any hope for a future aHer this life. For them, what you can see in this world is all there is. And 
once it’s gone, it’s gone for good. That can be paralyzing. Into that uncertainty, Christ wants to bring 
clarity, purpose, and hope. As Chris+ans, we have the opportunity to share God’s hope with others 
through our life, words and ac+ons. This is Good News. Let’s act like it. 

ARTICULATE 

Read 
Peter wrote a leFer to an audience not en+rely different from us today. In his leFer, he encouraged his 
listeners to always be ready to explain why they had hope. For Peter’s audience, they were discriminated 
against and made fun of for believing in God. Chris+ans believed something that was radically different 
from the popular religious views of the people around them, and they stood out because of their 
different beliefs. But Peter knows that whether the culture was willing to admit it or not, Chris+anity is 
true. And so he understands that when Chris+ans live the way they are supposed to be living, it will draw 
the aFen+on of those around us. When our friends and family no+ce something different about us, we 
must be prepared with an answer for why it is that we believe what we believe. 

Read: 1 Peter 3:15 

Discuss 
• Why do you believe in God? (Remember, there isn’t one “right” answer to this ques+on. It is 

asking why YOU believe in God. What is it about Chris+anity that has caused you to accept its 
truth?) 

• What are some of the things that God has done to prove his faithfulness in your life? 

• When is the last +me you talked with someone about your faith and hope in God? 

MODEL 

Read 
The Chris+an does not have the op+on of retrea+ng into the nothingness and hunkering down un+l 
Christ returns. We are called to live in our world, even as we are commanded not to live as the world 
does. As we go about our lives in the world, we influence those around us. Whether it is a good 
influence, poin+ng them toward Christ, or a bad one is a maFer of how we behave, speak and live. We 
must be people whose lives point others toward Christ. We cannot just behave well in order to earn 



ourselves a good reputa+on, the goal is always to glorify Christ. C.S. Lewis talked about this in an essay 
+tled, “Good Work and Good Works.” In it, he says that we shouldn’t just focus on doing good deeds 
every now and then, but rather that everything we do should be done with excellence. Our lives are 
examples to those around us, so when we do things well, even liFle things that don’t seem like they 
maFer, it reflects well on Christ. I just heard someone compliment someone else by saying, “Thank you 
for everything you’ve done today. You kept your word and showed your integrity. You are a bright spot in 
this very crazy +me.” Any +me God’s children are praised for doing the right thing, God is honored. The 
children’s behavior reflects on the parent. When is the last +me you stopped before doing something 
and asked yourself how your behavior would reflect on God? It might be an exercise worth trying. 

Read: MaFhew 5:16 

Discuss 
• What is something that you could start doing with excellence? 

• Do you words, ac+ons, and life line up to point others toward Christ? 

• What is your mo+va+on for doing the right thing? Are there +mes when your mo+ves are 
impure? 

PRAY 

Take some +me this week to ask God to open opportuni+es for you to share the Good News of God’s 
hope with someone. Be sensi+ve to those moments as they arise. With our world looking very different 
right now, you may be surprised by some opportuni+es that you have to “be a light” to those around 
you. Ask God to help you point others toward him by the words you speak, the things you do and the life 
you live. 

PRACTICE 

It may seem difficult to think about sharing God’s hope with others when we’ve all been quaran+ned at 
home. But if you look in the right places, there are plenty of opportuni+es for you to share God’s hope 
with those who need it. Try to find one or two crea+ve ways that you can reach out to someone this 
week and be a living hope in their life. 

Reflec%on Assessment: (How well do the following statements describe you?) 
• The people I spend the most +me with know what I believe. 

• I can explain to others what Jesus has done for me. 

• Jesus is good news for everyone, so I have a desire to tell others about him. 

Reflec%on Assessment: 
• Helping people get to know Jesus mo+vates me to live a life that reflects God’s character. 

• I am comfortable if people emulate my life. 

• People can tell that I have hope by my demeanor and expression. 



NEXT WEEK 

Next week we will return to the idea of discovering who God is, diving deep into the faith skill of 
thanksgiving. More than just a holiday, thanksgiving is a proper adtude toward God and receiving what 
he provides.


