
  A NOTE FOR PARENTS   
Everything—every gospel story, every Israelite king, every account of success and failure, every hint of 
redemption, EVERYTHING—leads to this moment. Jesus, the true king suffers as an innocent sacrifice for 
the sin of the whole world. Jesus, the only righteous human bears the full weight of God’s wrath. Jesus, 
the Son of God breaks the power of evil and death to open up genuine relationship with the Father for all! 

Each of these moments in the Big God Story has merit in its own right to teach us something about 
ourselves and about God, but the heart of this story is the redemption we receive because Jesus died on 
the cross. That day was the darkest in history. But while it brought death for the one true human, it brings 
life for all.  

No longer would humans be required to offer sacrifice for sins, day-after-day and year-after-year, because 
Christ offered the once-for-all sacrifice for all humankind as the great High Priest. He became the sacrifice 
as the perfect sacrificial lamb. He restored relationship that had been broken in the Garden of Eden and 
gives hope to look forward to the final garden when we rest with God forever in perfect peace. The Apostle 
Paul sums up the centrality of the cross beautifully in Colossians 1:19-20: 

For God was pleased to have  
all his fullness dwell in him,  
and through him to reconcile 
everything to himself,  
whether things on earth or things in heaven, 
by making peace 
through his blood, shed on the cross. 

As you read through the end of Luke’s gospel this week and you reflect as a family on Jesus’ death, take 
some time to let the weight of this moment sit with you. We have heard this story so frequently (and used it 
as the answer to so many “Sunday School questions”!) that it can lose the shocking force that it merits. 
We can be tempted to try to dress up this story to teach it in new ways, but try to allow the simplicity of its 
message and the weight of its implications to rest with you the whole week.  

This lesson is intentionally shortened and simplified. Don’t overcomplicate it, especially for children, but 
allow yourself time to feel the sorrow of that day. Place yourself in the crowd, shouting at him. Follow him 
along the road as he struggles. Listen to people heaving insults and mocking him. Watch him hang there…
alone…innocent…as darkness descends. Feel the power of the moment as he breathes his last and the 
temple curtain rips in two. 

Will you continue in sinfulness? Or will you echo the words of the centurion, who began to glorify God and 
declared, “This man really was righteous!”? 

Note: Look for a video introduction to this worship experience at lhcco.org/worship-at-home!  
If you’re looking for a kids lesson for your children to watch together on Sunday mornings, we recommend 
the TruFire lessons from the Assemblies of God. These lessons follow the same curriculum path that we 
use with LHC Kids. Find all videos at lhcco.org/teaching/kids-church 
                                                                      

http://lhcco.org/worship-at-home
http://lhcco.org/teaching/kids-church


  READ   
As a family, read Luke 23:1-56 

As you read, try to place yourself into this story. At each scene, where do you find yourself? What is it like 
to witness the death of Jesus? What do you take in with your senses: What do you see? Hear? Smell? 
Taste? Feel? Talk about any of the questions below, and give opportunity for children and others present to 
pose their own questions:  

About the Bible text:

• How was Jesus treated by the crowd? Why do you think they were so angry with Jesus? 
• Read verses 34 & 43—How did Jesus show care for people while on the cross? 
• Read verses 4, 14-15, 41, 47—What do each of these verses say about Jesus’ guilt? Why do you think 

Luke wanted us to know that Jesus was innocent?  
• Read verses 44-45—Clearly this was a powerful moment where God was active. What do you think he 

was saying by bringing darkness over the land and tearing the temple curtain? 
• Read verse 47-48—How did people respond after Jesus died? Was it different than before? 

About how the Bible speaks to us today:

• From all of the scenes in this chapter, which one stands out to you the most? Why? 
• Having witnessed the events of that day, how do you think you would have responded to Jesus’ death?  
• What do you think the story of Jesus’ death says about who he is? What does it say about us? 
• How will you respond to Jesus? 

  RESPOND & PRAY   
Grab a loaf of bread and some grape juice for your family to receive communion together. Encourage each 
family member to hold a piece of the bread and a portion of the juice. 

As a family, read the hymn of the early church that Paul reflects in Philippians 2:5-11. After reading each 
verse, pause for a moment, however long seems appropriate to reflect and absorb the weight of the 
moment. Try not to move on too quickly. Close your reading with a family prayer of humility and confession 
before Jesus, and then share in communion together. 

Adopt the same attitude as that of Christ Jesus, 

who, existing in the form of God,  
	 did not consider equality with God  
	 as something to be exploited. 
Instead he emptied himself  
	 by assuming the form of a servant,  
	 taking on the likeness of humanity.  
	 And when he had come as a man, 
he humbled himself by becoming obedient  
	 to the point of death—  
	 even to death on a cross. 
For this reason God highly exalted him  
	 and gave him the name  
	 that is above every name, 
so that at the name of Jesus  
	 every knee will bow—  
	 in heaven and on earth  
	 and under the earth— 
and every tongue will confess  
	 that Jesus Christ is Lord,  
	 to the glory of God the Father. 



  SING   
Sing the song below together, and encourage everybody to reach out their hands to Jesus in worship. 
Explain that sometimes physically reaching out in worship can increase our willingness to praise God. 
Celebrate today that Jesus has taken our sins and removed them far away from us! 

Jesus Paid it All  - Kristian Stanfill  — https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S9d9a13YUP8 1

VERSE 1:

I hear the Savior say 
"Thy strength indeed is small 
Child of weakness, watch and pray 
Find in Me thine all in all" 

CHORUS:

'Cause Jesus paid it all 
All to Him I owe 
Sin had left a crimson stain 
He washed it white as snow 

VERSE 2:

Lord, now indeed I find  
Thy power and Thine alone 
Can change the leper's spots 
And melt this heart of stone 

VERSE 3:

And when before the throne  
I stand in Him complete 
Jesus died my soul to save  
my lips shall still repeat 

BRIDGE:

Oh, praise the One who paid my debt 
And raised this life up from the dead 

  BLESS   
Sit together and open your Bible and read Jude 24-25 over your family:  

Now to him who is able to protect you from stumbling and to make you stand in the presence of 
his glory, without blemish and with great joy, to power, and authority, before all time, now and 
forever. Amen. 

Now, I invite you to close your eyes and imagine Jesus holding your head in his hands as he stares into 
your eyes. Listen to Jesus’ words to you as he declares “I did this for you.” Now receive this blessing: 

May you know that Jesus has defeated sin and death so you can have a relationship with Him. 
May you be blessed with the joy and hope that comes from knowing Him. May your heart be 
transformed by his overwhelming love and your life show that you have embraced his gift!2
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 Adapted from TruStory lesson Cycle A Summer Lesson 2: God Restores Relationship.2


