
  A NOTE FOR PARENTS   
“How could God forgive me? I keep making the same mistake over and over! Will I ever be able to have 
control and stop sinning? I don’t know if I can even ask God to forgive me one more time…”  

Thoughts and questions like these ones are common as we try to be people who follow Jesus and live a 
life committed to him. If you’ve ever had a similar conversation with yourself, you are not alone, but we 
should be aware of how these doubts can cause us to miss out on the blessing of forgiveness that God 
freely gives to us, his children.  

God is such a loving and gracious father that he extends his hand of care and forgiveness to us even 
though we do not deserve it. Despite the fact that we constantly spurn him, God remains faithful to us. He 
showers us with blessing because we are his children and he is the good father. He knows our deepest 
needs and he is happy to fill our lives with his favor.  

How often though, do we witness good things in another person’s life and silently wish that God had 
placed that blessing in our own. We live in jealousy and desire that we had something more, something 
bigger and better, than what God has given.  

We see these two realities in one of Jesus’ most famous parables, the story we frequently call the Parable 
of the Prodigal Son. On the surface, so many elements of this story seem almost unbelievable, especially 
for Jesus’ audience. It contains blatant disrespect of parents, eating with pigs, a father who runs to his 
son, overwhelming forgiveness, and the bitterness of a sibling. But we reenact this story of waywardness 
everyday—whether in the person of the younger brother who rebells at God’s favor or as the older brother 
who cannot be satisfied with how the father doles out his blessing 

It may be more appropriate to entitle this story the Parable of the Forgiving Father. Jesus tells this story to 
reveal the character of God’s love, even when his children (both the younger brother and the older brother) 
turn away from him. The question at the end of the parable is, “Will we run to the father in repentance or 
turn away from him in bitterness?” 

Jesus wants us to consider which brother to we should we act like—the younger brother who recognizes 
the enormity of his sin but returns in repentance or the older brother who may remain “close” in proximity 
to the father but doesn’t really know him deeply. The Father’s blessings are available to both brothers—but 
which is ready to receive them? 

This story is set among other parables in Luke 15 which illustrate how deeply God rejoices when those 
who are lost return to him. The enduring picture in this chapter is of the father who is ready to forgive, so 
he sits, waits, watches, runs to embrace—and celebrates like never before! 

At the end we have a choice—are we ready to ask for and receive God’s forgiveness? Don’t miss out on 
God’s blessings! Don’t turn away from his forgiveness—either because we have lived in fear that our sins 
are too big and God won’t accept our remorse or because we have lived in frustration that others have 
been given something that we wish for ourselves. 

Instead, trust in God’s forgiveness and good gift! Run to him and find rest in his love. Rejoice that he 
desires to celebrate over you and your family, for the father declares “We had to celebrate and rejoice, 
because this brother of your was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!” 

Note: Look for a video introduction to this worship experience at lhcco.org/worship-at-home!  
If you’re looking for a kids lesson for your children to watch together on Sunday mornings, we recommend 
the TruFire lessons from the Assemblies of God. These lessons follow the same curriculum path that we 
use with LHC Kids. Find all videos at lhcco.org/teaching/kids-church 
                                                                      

http://lhcco.org/worship-at-home
http://lhcco.org/teaching/kids-church


  READ   
As a family, read Luke 15:11-32 

As you read, think about the three main characters in this story—the father, the younger brother, and the 
older brother. Think about what each character might tell us about our lives with God. Talk about any of the 
questions below, and give opportunity for children and others present to pose their own questions:  

About the Bible text:

• Who are the main characters in this story? What is one thing we can learn about your life with God from 

each character? 
• What do you think was so bad about what the younger brother did? Did he deserve to be forgiven? 
• What do you think the father was doing during the time the younger son was away? How do you think 

he felt? How did he react when he saw his son off in the distance? Why do you think he forgave him? 
• How did the older brother react to his brother returning home? Do you think he was right to feel 

frustrated? 
• Which of the brothers do you think was closer to the father at the end of the story? 
• Why do you think Jesus told this parable? What point was He trying to make? 

About how the Bible speaks to us today:

• Has there ever been a time in your life when you didn’t think God wanted to forgive you?  
• Is there anything you need to ask forgiveness for right now? 
• Think about your own story—How has God redeemed you? How does your story show that you once 

were lost but have been found by God? 

  PRAY   
Use a pencil to draw a large heart outline on a canvas or piece of paper or cardboard. Find something that 
you can use to mold into shapes, like play dough or modeling clay, and give a portion to each family 
member.  

In today's part of The Big God Story God showed his unending love to both of his sons—even though 
neither of them loved him like they should. The father showed love because the father represents our 
heavenly Father, God. Today we learned that God is love.  

What sins, sadness, or needs are you carrying today? Sometimes we keep these to ourselves because we 
don't believe God can love us. But He does; He is love. Are you hurting? The Father is love. Are you sorry 
for something you did? The Father is love. Are you scared? The Father is love. Do you feel like God 
couldn't possibly forgive you or love you? Nothing could be further from the truth. He is love!  

Your heavenly Father longs to run to you, embrace you, heal you, and celebrate that you belong to Him.  

Encourage everyone to take a piece of clay and find a quiet spot to sit and talk with God. While you soften 
the modeling clay in your hands, ask Him to bring to mind what's bothering you today. Then ask God to 
confirm His love for you in this situation. Talk to him about what you're feeling.  

When you're ready, have everyone come together to the canvas and press your piece of clay onto the 
heart as a way of giving God your troubles. Use your fingers to smear or "paint" the clay across the heart, 
blending it together as His love covers you. Imagine the embrace of your heavenly Father as He responds 
to you in love.  1

 Adapted from TruStory lesson Cycle B Spring Lesson 11: Father is Love.1



  RESPOND   
Today we heard a parable about a father who welcomed his son home even after the son wasted his 
inheritance. Instead of being angry, the father had compassion on his son and showed love to him. Jesus 
told this parable because He wanted people to know what God the Father is like. He wanted people to 
know that God is loving, gracious, forgiving, compassionate, and giving. God is all of these things because 
He is the perfect Father.  

Find the pages at the end of this document that include “Heavenly Father” verses and a template for a 
“Heavenly Father” card. Grab some markers or colored pencils, and read through the verses together. 

Sometimes, on Father's Day, we give cards to our dads. Today we're going to make cards for our heavenly 
Father. What are some things you write in Father's Day cards? Brainstorm some ideas with your family.  

Then invite everyone to make a card of their own. Write or draw pictures to tell God what He means to 
you, thank Him for being good, write one of the verses you read, or anything they want tell to Him. When 
you are done, place the cards in a place to remind yourself throughout the week of how God loves you 
and will always forgive and welcome you home!   2

  SING   
Sing the song below together, and encourage everybody to reach out their hands to Jesus in worship. 
Explain that sometimes physically reaching out in worship can increase our willingness to praise God. 
Celebrate today that Jesus has taken our sins and removed them far away from us! 

Gone  - Elevation Worship  — https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=osnhlrIX7bE 3

VERSE 1:

It wasn't for nothing that you shed your blood 
So I'm gonna live like my shame is gone 
Won't be shackled to the way I was 
I'm gonna live like my chains are 

VERSE 2:

Praise is a weapon that will overcome 
I'm gonna shout like the battle's won 
Fall back devil cause your time is up 
I'm gonna live like the stone is 

CHORUS:

Gone Gone 
Now my sin is dead and gone 
And I sing hallelujah 

Done done 
He is risen it is done 
And I sing hallelujah 

BRIDGE:

How great the power of the blood 
I am the righteousness of God 

  BLESS   
Sit together and open your Bible and read 1 John 3:1a over your family:  

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And 
that is what we are! 

Now, I invite you to close your eyes and imagine your heavenly Father embracing you or looking at you as 
His child. If you want, you can wrap your arms around yourself in a hug. Or, you can simply sit quietly. 
Encourage your family to stay in this position as you speak the final blessing over them.  

May you know that you're a child of God. May you experience His love when you feel sad, 
confused, or lost. May you remember your Father will always respond to you in love, for He is 
love.  4

 Adapted from TruStory lesson Cycle B Spring Lesson 11: Father is Love.2

 Words and Music by Steven Furtick and Davide Mutendji  |  CCLI# 71290613

 Adapted from TruStory lesson Cycle B Spring Lesson 11: Father is Love.4
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Heavenly Father Verses

I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the 
Lord Almighty.
2 Corinthians 6:18

See what great love!the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called 
children of God! And that is what we are!
1 John 3:1

Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks!to 
God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Ephesians 5:19–20

Because you are his [children], God sent the Spirit of his Son!into our hearts, 
the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 
Galatians 4:6

[Jesus said,] “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe!in God; believe 
also in me. My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would 
I have told you that I am going there!to prepare a place for you? And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come back!and take you to be with me 
that you also may be where I am.”
John 14:1–3
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For My 
Heavenly Father
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